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The Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery at The University of Western Australia is delighted to announce the opening of  

A Sorrowful Act: The Wreck of the Zeewijk, a new solo exhibition by artist Drew Pettifer premiering as the Gallery re-

opens on Saturday 29 August.

In A Sorrowful Act, Victorian artist and academic Drew Pettifer examines the 1727 sodomy trial that followed the 

shipwreck of the Zeewijk off the coast of Western Australian in the Albrolhos.

Arguably  the first recorded moment in European queer history in Australia, the trial resulted in the sentencing of two 

young ship’s mates to death by marooning on separate nearby islands.

For artist Drew Pettifer, examining the trial and events surrounding it offers the opportunity to explore the relation-

ship between history and the present day.

Dr Pettifer observed that “History is always constructed in the present moment through the stories we tell ourselves 

about ourselves. Revealing alternative histories and uncovering obscure narratives allows us to rethink our present 

and, hopefully, imagine new futures.”

The exhibition builds on a broader investigation within Pettifer’s work that explores hidden queer histories through 

archival art practices. It will feature new work in photography, video, audio and installation.

As part of the exhibition’s development, Pettifer undertook extensive research, which began during a 2018 artist 

Image: Drew Pettifer, Untitled (Half-Moon Reef #2) (detail), 2019, chromogenic print, 30 x 45 cm, courtesy the artist.. 
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residency at the Perth Institue of Contemporary Art. 

Pettifer’s investigations also took him on a number of site visits, including to the Albrolhos islands, to the archives of 

the WA Shipwreck Museum in Fremantle and to the Netherlands, where he explored the trajectory of the Zeewijk and 

the archives of the Dutch East India Company. 

A Sorrowful Act: The Wreck of the Zeewijk will premiere alongside two other new exhibitions at Lawrence Wilson 

Art Gallery opening 29 August, (Un)ladylike Acts and HERE&NOW20: Perfectly Queer. 

Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery Director, Professor Ted Snell, said this upcoming season of programs will shine a light 

on important and timely issues.   

“Amidst the conversations that have been happening nationally and internationally surrounding equity, sexuality 

and gender, we are delighted to be presenting such a rich program that will allow us to explore in-depth some of 

these issues with our audiences and to continue to support the excellent work of these contemporary Australian 

artists,”’ Professor Snell said.

A Sorrowful Act: The Wreck of the Zeewijk will be on show at Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery until 5 December 2020. 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of public talks and tours. For more information visit the LWAG web-
site. 
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