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The first major work to be 
commissioned for Winthrop 
Hall with funds from the 
Hackett Bequest. The mosaic is 
set in the lunette of the Great 
Gate, linking Winthrop Hall 
with the main Administration 
Building. Melbourne artist, 

Napier Waller, designed the work 
in consultation with Rodney Alsop 
(architect) in the Byzantine style. 
It features five maidens who 
hold lighted lamps representing 
the attainment of wisdom and 
reflecting the University’s motto 
‘Seek Wisdom’. 



The University of Western Australia was founded more than 

100 years ago, with a noble vision to advance the prosperity 

of our community through education. A bequest from 

Sir John Winthrop Hackett enabled the foundations to be 

laid and a sandstone university to be established. 

This gift commenced a tradition of philanthropy that 

continues to play a crucial role in supporting UWA to be 

the world-class institution it is today.

Bequests are far-reaching acts of generosity. They provide 

life-changing opportunities for our students and enable 

researchers to make ground-breaking discoveries that 

change the world.

It is a privilege to lead this outstanding university in 

its ambitions to foster excellence, enable creativity 

and intellectual exploration, and to encourage global 

citizenship. I hope you will share in this vision of creating 

a lasting impact on the lives of future generations. 

Please join us in creating a better future. 

 

Professor Dawn Freshwater

Vice-Chancellor



Dr Helena Viola – National 
Heart Foundation Future 
Leader Research Fellow, and 
recipient of a Raine Medical 
Research Foundation Priming 
Grant and Raine Medical 
Research Foundation Research 
Prize – is conducting research 
into the role of mitochondria in 
cardiovascular pathology.



From humble beginnings to changing 
the course of medical history

In 1957, with help from our community, UWA established the State’s 

first medical school. The need for such a school was great: today, we 

have one doctor per 300 people; in the 1950s, there was only one 

doctor per 1100 people.

At the same time, local businesswoman and entrepreneur Mary 

Raine changed the course of medical history when she left her 

property empire to UWA. Her gift – at the time worth ₤1 million 

and now valued at $34 million – established The Raine Medical 

Research Foundation.

The Foundation has supported scores of major medical researchers, 

including leading WA scientists such as Professor Fiona Stanley AC, 

Professor Fiona Wood AM and Professor Peter Klinken CitWA, and 

many young scientists besides. It has also funded two centres of 

excellence, established fellowships and scholarships, and fostered 

international collaboration.

People across the globe remain grateful to Mary Raine, whose 

bequest underlies UWA’s pioneering medical research.

Mary Raine continues to create the future she envisioned 

as her legacy makes life‑changing discoveries possible. 



Living bequests – a gift from the heart

“A heartfelt gift.” That’s how living bequestor and UWA graduate 

Dr John Harriott describes his donation to establish a Chair in 

Mood Disorders and a scholarship in psychiatry.

The retired anaesthetist’s own experience with depression – 

one of the biggest causes of debilitation in Australia – moved him 

to fund the chair.

“Depression is a large burden on our society, and it can affect 

anyone,” says John. “I have been there and it is a long road back.”

John supports today’s students through his Doctor of Medicine 

scholarship, named in memory of someone who influenced his 

early career path: Professor Mary Lockett, Foundation Professor 

of Pharmacology at UWA. 

Although his donation is a major one, John insists that a bequest 

does not need to be millions of dollars.

“A bequest is a freely given gift that comes out of gratitude, 

without a sense of obligation. And it helps to make the world 

a more caring and joyful place.”

dr john harriott

A living bequest is a special 

gift commenced during 

your lifetime and finalised 

with a gift in your will. It can 

be a tax-effective pathway 

towards achieving your 

vision to create a better 

future. A series of tax-

deductible gifts is made 

over time, with the funds 

invested in accordance with 

the University’s investment 

policy. The annual income is 

recapitalised each year until 

the gift is finalised through a 

bequest, or sufficient capital 

has accumulated to ensure 

your vision can be realised. 

Initiating a living bequest 

may be an effective way to 

increase the impact of your 

charitable giving. Please 

contact the Bequest team 

if you would like to discuss 

this option further.



John Harriott’s lifetime gifts 
are building towards his 
vision of establishing a Chair 
in Mood Disorders, which 
will ultimately be realised 
through his bequest. 

Photo Matthew Galligan



EZONE STUDENT HUB. Artist’s 
impression courtesy of HASSELL.

“Our vision is to make UWA’s Faculty 
of Engineering and Mathematical 
Sciences one of the top 100 
engineering institutions in the world, 
globally recognised for finding 
multidisciplinary solutions to the 
challenges that face modern society.” 

professor john dell 
executive dean



A life rich in opportunities, founded on UWA education

World War II interrupted Bob Telford’s university studies. Determined 

to graduate, however, the engineering student completed his UWA 

degree when the war ended.

Bob was also keen to help others build a solid foundation in life 

through education. During his lifetime, he paid for the schooling 

of many of his friends’ children and, when he passed away in 2012, 

Bob left in excess of $7 million to support engineering at UWA.

“He had an appreciation of where he came from,” says Linton Lethlean, 

executor of Bob’s estate. “He also had an appreciation of the 

education he received, but more so of the times he spent at UWA.”

Bob’s final gift recognised the life of opportunities he enjoyed as 

a result of his UWA degree, and his bequest will have a significant 

impact on the establishment of EZONE UWA.

The flexible learning and research facility will increase UWA’s capacity 

to provide an unparalleled student experience, encourage greater 

collaboration, and provide a world-class innovation hub for industry.

Bob’s visionary support is creating a future in 

engineering education beyond his imagination. 

From Winthrop Hall to EZONE, bequests are at 

the heart of our campus.



Education overcomes terrible disadvantage

“My mother was seven years old when the Russians invaded Poland 

in 1939,” says donor and bequestor Mirek Generowicz. “She, her 

brother and their mother were deported to Kazakhstan to work as 

slave labourers, while her father was taken as a political prisoner. 

He died in captivity.” 

Mirek’s father was just 16 when he was captured as a prisoner of 

war by the Germans in 1944.

After the war Mirek’s parents both received scholarships to study 

at university in the UK. It was only the generosity of strangers that 

enabled them to gain an education and start a new life.

“My life has been so easy in comparison,” says Mirek. “I completed 

a degree in engineering at UWA in the days when tertiary education 

was completely free.

“Education is such a powerful enabler. It allows people to achieve 

so much more of their potential. The Generowicz Scholarship is 

aimed specifically at enabling people from disadvantaged and 

underprivileged backgrounds to complete an education at UWA.”

Meeting the students who have received the scholarship – named in 

his family’s honour – has been a moving experience for Mirek and for 

the recipients.

“The students who have received the Generowicz Scholarship are 

such inspiring individuals,” says Mirek. “I was so impressed to see 

how keen they are to help others less fortunate than themselves. It is 

a real privilege to be able to support them in achieving their goals.”

Sometimes one lifetime isn’t enough. Through the Generowicz 
Scholarship, Mirek is helping young people today. By pledging 
to leave a bequest, Mirek has ensured that his scholarship will 
continue to support disadvantaged students in perpetuity.

“I am a very proud young 
Aboriginal man of the Noongar 
tribe, and my home town is 
Quairading. I feel blessed 
to have the support of the 
Generowicz Scholarship to 
allow me to concentrate on my 
studies. I am undertaking a 
Bachelor of Science, majoring 
in Exercise and Health, and 
my aim is not only to push my 
own capabilities as an athlete 
but also to help others reach 
their full potential in their 
selected sports.”

william reidy

“I plan to complete my studies 
in Medical Sciences and 
French, and then hopefully will 
complete my postgraduate 
studies in Medicine. With the 
support of the Generowicz 
Scholarship, I am fortunate 
enough that I can prioritise 
learning, dedicating myself 
to my studies without 

financial stress.”

gemma devitt



William Reidy and Gemma 
Devitt with Mirek Generowicz
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Professor Stephen Hopper ac  
teaching, UWA Albany campus



Help create a better future 

Every day, UWA educates the leaders of tomorrow and nurtures 

researchers whose discoveries will create a positive impact across 

society. Gifts and bequests have enabled UWA to achieve outstanding 

success in the past and will create amazing opportunities in the future.  

Your vision and generosity will be life-changing. From the student who 

receives a scholarship to the researcher on the brink of a breakthrough, 

the impact of your gift will have a ripple effect beyond today. 

How your bequest will make a difference
It is your decision whether your bequest is directed to a specific focus 

area or without a defined intention or any restrictions. 

Focus areas for consideration: 
• Student experience, scholarships and access opportunities – 

inspiring students to achieve their potential at UWA; 

• Innovative research – for researchers to explore new avenues of 
research or to accelerate the pace of their current research; 

• Academic leadership – investing in attracting and developing the 
next generation of academic leaders; and 

• World‑class environments – to enable our students, academics 
and communities access to state-of-the-art facilities. 



How to include UWA in your will

After your family and friends, please consider leaving a gift to UWA. 

Think about the type of bequest you would like to make and the 

wording to include in your will. If you already have a will, a codicil 

made in consultation with your legal adviser may be a cost-effective 

way to include a gift to UWA.  

Here is some information to help you.

Types of bequest
When choosing the type of bequest to make, you could consider 

these options:

• Residual or percentage bequest A percentage of the remainder 
of your estate after all debts and charges (and, in the case of a 
residual bequest, any other gifts) have been deducted. This type of 
bequest maintains its relative value and automatically adjusts to 
the value of your estate.

• Pecuniary bequest A fixed amount of money. Pecuniary bequests 
can include an inflation clause to preserve their value. For more 
information, please consult your legal advisor.

• Specific bequest/gift in kind Where you are making a bequest for 
a specific area, it is important to discuss your plans – in complete 
confidence – with a member of the Bequests team, to ensure UWA 
will be able to fulfil your wishes in the future.

A member of the Bequests team would be pleased to meet 
with you to discuss your options for making a bequest to 
the University. Please telephone +61 8 6488 8537, email 
bequests@uwa.edu.au, or complete the form included in 
this brochure.



The heart of 
UWA, the Reid 
Library has seen 
generations of 
students hitting 
the books, or 
putting the world 
to rights at the 
coffee shop. 
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Suggested wording for your will

Your will should be tailored to your individual 

circumstances. UWA cannot provide legal advice 

on drafting your will, and we strongly encourage 

you to consult your legal advisor. 

The clauses set out below are samples only and 

are not legal advice. However, the following 

suggested wording may assist your legal advisors 

in drafting or updating your will to reflect your 

wishes in respect of a bequest to the University.

Option 1: General purposes – areas of 
greatest need
I give to The University of Western Australia, 

ABN 37 882 817 280, of 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley 

WA 6009 (“the University”) [% of my residuary estate 

OR insert dollar amount], for the general purposes 

of the University.

Option 2: Specific purpose 
(research or scholarships)
We encourage you to describe the purpose 

broadly, to ensure your bequest can continue 

to be used effectively in the future.

I give to The University of Western Australia, 

ABN 37 882 817 280, of 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley 

WA 6009 (“the University”) [% of my residuary 

estate OR insert dollar amount]. I express the wish 

but without creating any binding trust that this 

gift be applied towards [research OR establishing 

one or more scholarships to be known as ‘the 

[name] Scholarship’] in the field of [insert a general 

description of area of research or study]. However, 

if circumstances change and my wishes cannot 

be fulfilled, I direct that the Vice-Chancellor of the 

University allocate the bequest in such a manner 

as best approximates my wishes.

Option 3: Faculty, school or similar
I give to The University of Western Australia, 

ABN 37 882 817 280, of 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley 

WA 6009 (“the University”) [% of my residuary 

estate OR insert dollar amount], for the general 

purposes of the [specify faculty, school, or similar] 

or its successor.



Memorial gifts

Honour a loved one 
Philanthropy is about more than giving money – 

it is about pursuing aspirations of great personal 

importance and creating a lasting legacy. Whether you 

wish to join with your family and friends or just make 

a personal contribution, a gift made in memory of a 

special person is a wonderful way to honour them. 

The memorial gift program provides a productive and 

beneficial way to maintain and continue the memory 

of someone you have loved and lost, while at the same 

time providing life-changing opportunities to current 

and future students. 

A memorial gift can be established in a variety of areas. 

If you have a specific project you would like to discuss, 

please contact the Bequest team at UWA. 

• Research projects, which expand knowledge in all 
fields of academic interest from the humanities to 
technology, medicine and science

• Prizes, scholarships and travel grants to enable 
undergraduate and postgraduate students to 
advance their education, or to provide for the 
exchange of knowledge and development of ideas

• Building projects 

• Maintenance and extension of valuable collections 

• Assisting disadvantaged students



Winthrop Society –  
join our community

As a bequest donor, you will be 

welcomed as a member of the 

Winthrop Society.

The Winthrop Society celebrates 

and acknowledges those alumni 

and supporters who have included 

a gift to the University in their will. 

We value your commitment to 

UWA and would appreciate the 

opportunity to thank you in person.

As a member, you will be invited to 

entertaining and thought-provoking 

events throughout the year, 

including an exclusive annual event 

for our members, hosted by the 

Chancellor. With like-minded alumni 

and friends, you may hear about the 

latest research or be captivated by 

music performances by our gifted 

students and staff at UWA.

We will be in touch to design a 

program tailored to your interests 

and needs when you confirm 

your bequest.

Thank you for being part 

of our future.



Photo Rhys Woolf

When professional musician, 
Vic Delano, left a bequest to UWA, 
he couldn’t have imagined the 
difference his gift would make to the 
lives of so many young musicians. 
Through Vic’s generosity, these 
students can now pursue their dreams 
of becoming professional musicians.

ABOVE: UWA Conservatorium 
students Olivia Bartlett, 
Fred Bjorksten and Jayden 
Grech are undertaking their 
Bachelor of Arts with a major 
in Music.
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