
Wild	  weather	  



Have	  you	  ever	  experienced	  the	  power	  
of	  a	  tropical	  cyclone?	  	  



Cyclone	  Tracy	  
Christmas	  1974	  

240	  km/hr	  wind	  gusts	  

80%	  of	  Darwin	  flaHened	  

damage	  bill	  $837	  million	  

41	  000	  out	  of	  47	  000	  homeless	  
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Cyclone	  Alby	  
April	  1978	  

130	  km/hr	  wind	  in	  Perth	  

erosion	  by	  storm	  surge	  

damage	  bill	  $39	  million	  

114	  000	  ha	  of	  land	  burned	  
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Cyclone	  Yasi	  
February	  2011	  

285	  km/hr	  winds	  

thousands	  evacuated	  

damage	  bill	  $800	  million	  

major	  crop	  devastaRon	  
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Tropical	  storm	  Thelma	  
November	  1991	  

80	  km/hr	  winds	  

torrenRal	  rain	  (up	  to	  580	  mm)	  

over	  7000	  casualRes	  

dam	  failures,	  landslides	  The	  Philippines	  
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Hurricane	  Katrina	  
August	  2005	  

205	  km/hr	  winds	  

storm	  surge,	  levees	  failed	  

damage	  bill	  US$81	  billion	  

80%	  of	  city	  flooded	  
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Australian	  region	  cyclone	  tracks	  (1985–2005)	  	  



What	  do	  20	  years	  of	  global	  cyclone	  tracks	  show?	  
(1985–2005)	  	  
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