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ONLINE EXAM ESSAYS

Writing an essay in an online exam can Effective revision

be daunting, but the following tips will help

you feel prepared and get the best results. « Organise your notes so that you have
information and examples which could

Exam essays test your ability to: be used to answer related questions.

« answer the questions appropriately; » Prepare at least one “extra” topic in

« develop an argument; case you can’t answer your “favourite”

« use evidence to support your claims; question, or it hasn’t been included in

« articulate your critical voice; and the exam.

« write clearly and correctly. » Practice writing succinct, clear
answers.

They provide the chance to show what you
know about a number of topics.

TIP

TIP Practice writing essays under exam-like

) ) ) conditions.
For online exams practice your typing

speed and consistency. Try to learn
proper touch typing techniques through
these links - Learning Typing and
Beginners Guide.

Writing practice essays under exam-
like conditions will:

For good results, planning is essential « Show you how much you can write in a
specific time frame;

Before the exam, find out : « Work as a form of overlearning and so
help move information into your long

e  how long the exam will be; and term memory; and

e  how many questions you will have to » Boost your confidence that you can

answer. ll.\lrlte what you need to in the given

ime.

Then you can determine how much time
you should spend on each question.
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TIP

g-s
Be careful not to spend all your time on ‘ v h

one section of your essay or one question
if you have multiple essays to write.



https://www.linkedin.com/learning-login/share?forceAccount=false&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Flearning%2Flearning-typing-2014%3Ftrk%3Dshare_ent_url&account=2213369
https://turbofuture.com/misc/How-to-Learn-Typing

During the exam Use your time efficiently during the

. . exam
1. Choose the essay question(s) you intend

to answer.

2. Analyse each question and identify what
your main focus will be.

3. Decide on your thesis statement, i.e. the
position you are going to argue for.

4. Type out dot points to develop your
argument.

5. Prioritise these dot points. They will be
the focus of your paragraphs.

Select
question

Analyse task
words, content
and scope of the
question

TIP
Plan your

Planning before you start writing will core
develop a better structure and argument. argument
and main

points

6. Write your essay following the
conventions of a good essay:
« Start with an introduction that
includes your thesis statement and a
roadmap; and
« Begin each paragraph with a topic
sentence, develop one main idea in
each paragraph, and then tie ideas
together in the conclusion.
7. Proofread your work for spelling and
grammar if you have time at the end.

Write brief
introduction, then
flesh out main
points using
evidence

Write
conclusion

Review
and
edit

TIP

Use dot points in exam essays only if you
have run out of time (which you won't if
you follow your exam plan and the tips in
this handout).

Like this Survival Guide? Why not check out more of our guides...
Effective Exam Preparation, Multiple Choice Exams, Open Book Exams, Memorising, Tests and Quizzes.

Want to know more about STUDY Smarter?
Find out about all our services and resources at: www.studysmarter.uwa.edu.au

Any suggestions?
We would love to hear from you. Email us at studysmarter@uwa.edu.au

This resource was developed by the STUDY Smarter team for UWA students. When using our resources,
please retain them in their original form with both the STUDY Smarter heading and the UWA logo.
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