
Rural GP Placement (RGPP) Rotation: 
pathway to rural generalism

Where will I stay during the rotation? 

Students are placed in a variety of self-contained 
accommodation styles depending on availability. This 
includes caravan park chalets, units and houses. 
Students may share with other RGPP students or 
Rural Clinical School medical students. 

What happens during this rotation?

Students from UWA, Notre Dame and Curtin medical schools 
are placed in rural towns across Western Australia for four or 
five weeks. Students are placed with a rural General 
Practitioner to gain first-hand experience with rural general 
practice and learn about the role of a GP in a rural 
community. Some of this placement may include hospital 
work, aged care facility visits and remote clinics. 

Students are encouraged to stay at site for the full rotation 
and immerse themselves in their rural experience - attend 
community events, play a team sport or volunteer with a 
local group. There are a variety of activities and places to visit 
across regional Western Australia - you just have to explore!

Do I get to choose which town I go to?

Students can preference sites in Sonia, but the final 
decision is made by the RGPP Placement Officer. 
Decisions are made based on preferences (if available) 
and availability of placements in general practices. 
Students will be contacted when preferencing for their 
rotation opens.

How will I get to my placement?

Students can drive their car to placements as far south 
as Esperance, as far north as Kalbarri and as far east as 
Kalgoorlie. Students placed further than this must fly. 
Where available, students can elect to take public 
transport and a bike.

Will I have any out-of-pocket expenses?

Student accommodation, flights, coach and bus tickets 
booked by the RGPP Placement Officer are paid for by 
the University. Students must pay for their own groceries 
and living expenses. Students can claim reimbursement 
for fuel (one return trip) and for WIFI if it was not 
provided at their accommodation. 



In Albany, I spent half my time at Pioneer Health with the large number of 
friendly doctors and the other half at the hospital with the Pioneer medical team, 
assisting with ward rounds and hospital admissions. The clinic allowed for plenty of 
opportunity to observe and assist in procedures such as skin excisions and 
biopsies.

 Overall, the medical experience was vast with a mix of both acute and chronic 
presentations. Although the rotation was in winter - with Albany renowned for its 
cold mornings - there remained plenty of good weather to visit Denmark, hike the 
Porongurups, and play nine holes of golf on Friday evenings. A fantastic five weeks!

Nicholas Leedman
2021 UWA medical student
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