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Purpose
Higher doctorates have a higher standing than the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.  They are awarded for independent and original research that constitutes a substantial and distinguished contribution to knowledge and understanding in a field, and, unless stated otherwise in this policy, are awarded for work of which the whole or a substantial part has been published or accepted for publication.
This policy outlines the principles governing the award and administration of higher doctorates at the University. It sets out the following:
(a) Higher Doctorate Awards; 
(b) Award requirements;
(c) Admission to Candidature; 
(d) Submission of work required for a Higher Doctorate; 
(e) Appointment of Examiners; and
(f) Appeals or resubmissions.
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[bookmark: _Toc47619468]This policy applies to higher doctorate candidates, the Graduate Research School, the University Higher Doctorate Committee and Schools involved in the administration of higher doctorates.


Higher Doctorate Awards
The University may award the following higher doctorates:
(a) Doctor of Commerce (DCom) (40910) 
(b) Doctor of Economics (DEc) (40920)
(c) Doctor of Medical Science (DMedSc) (90920)
(d) Doctor of Science (DSc) (50910)
(e) Doctor of Fine Arts (DFA) (25930)
(f) Doctor of Letters (DLitt) (10910)
(g) Doctor of Laws (LLD) (20920)
(h) Doctor of Music (DMus) (10920)
(i) Doctor of Dental Science (DDSc) (80910)

Award Requirements 
Doctor of Commerce (DCom) (40910) 
The Doctor of Commerce is awarded for original work in the field of commerce, business and related subjects, of which the whole, or a substantial part, has been published or accepted for publication. The form of the publication deemed acceptable is determined in each case by the school.

Doctor of Economics (DEc) (40920) 
The Doctor of Economics is awarded for original work in the field of economics of which the whole, or a substantial part, has been published or accepted for publication. The form of the publication deemed acceptable is determined in each case by the school.

Doctor of Medical Science (DMedSc) (90920)
The Doctor of Medical Science is awarded for—
(a) independent and original research that constitutes a substantial and distinguished contribution to the knowledge and understanding of any branch of learning within medicine. 
(b) work that embodies the results of considerable original scholarship in medicine or its branches and makes a distinct and substantial contribution to the science of medicine.
(c) work that demonstrates an international reputation for exceptional research and scholarship as exemplified by a demonstration of sustained, substantial and coherent, high-level achievement of scholarly publications, citations, invitations to give keynote addresses, success in obtaining research grants, election to learned academics, awards and prizes.

[bookmark: 8-8-3-3]Doctor of Science (DSc) (50910)
The Doctor of Science is awarded for independent and original research which constitutes a substantial and distinguished contribution to the knowledge and understanding of any branch of science with which the school is concerned. The candidate's work should demonstrate a high degree of innovative thinking in the development and testing of hypotheses and new investigative procedures and should be recognised as such by the relevant scientific community.

Doctor of Fine Arts (25930)
[bookmark: 5.3.2_Candidates_must_have_the_degree_of]The Doctor of Fine Arts is awarded for is awarded for original work of which the whole, or a substantial part, has been published, accepted for publication, performed, displayed or curated. The form of the publication deemed acceptable is determined in each case by the relevant school.

Doctor of Letters (DLitt) (10910)
The Doctor of Letters is awarded for original work in the fields of humanities or social sciences which the whole, or a substantial part, has been published or accepted for publication. The form of the publication deemed acceptable is determined in each case by a relevant school.

Doctor of Laws (LLD) (20920)
The Doctor of Laws is awarded for original work in the field of laws of which the whole, or a substantial part, has been published or accepted for publication. The form of the publication deemed acceptable is determined in each case by the school.
[bookmark: 5.2_Doctor_of_Medical_Science_(90920)][bookmark: 5.1_Doctor_of_Music_(10920)]
Doctor of Music (DMus) (10920)
[bookmark: 5.1.1_A_candidate_for_the_Doctor_of_Musi]The Doctor of Music is awarded for work that embodies—
(a) a significant portfolio of compositions that display creative ability of a high artistic level and a mastery of techniques of musical composition; or
(b) professionally recorded performances that demonstrate the artistic and technical mastery of the candidate. 
[bookmark: 6_Definitions]
Doctor of Dental Science (DDSc) (80910)
[bookmark: 8-8-4-2]The Doctor of Dental Science is awarded for independent original research that is recognised by the profession as contributing substantially to the knowledge of dentistry and demonstrating a high degree of innovative thinking, development and testing of hypotheses.

Admission to candidature
A school may accept as a candidate for a higher doctorate a graduate of at least ten years standing who – 
(a) has a degree of this University; or
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk177552486](i) has a degree of another recognised tertiary institution; and
(ii) has carried out at least five years’ work substantially within this University.
Candidates for the Doctor of Medical Science must —
(a) have the degree of Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery or Doctor of Medicine from this University, or an equivalent degree of another recognised tertiary institution; and
(b) have at least six years' clinical training and experience in medicine or medical sciences, following completion of their medical qualification.


Candidates for the Doctor of Dental Science must have the degree of Bachelor of Dental Science, or equivalent.

Submission of work required for a higher doctorate
Candidates must establish and submit a prima facie case to the relevant school for the award of a higher doctorate in accordance with the procedures (see section 1 of the procedures). 
Candidates who establish a prima facie case which is accepted by the school are invited to submit a body of work for examination by a UWA Higher Doctorates Committee (The Committee).
The form of publication acceptable is determined in each case by relevant school and approved by the Committee in accordance with the procedures (see section 2 of the procedures). 
A work for a higher doctorate is not accepted for examination unless its scope, subject and character have first been approved by the school.
A candidate must not, without the permission of the Committee, submit for a higher doctorate any work for which a degree has already been awarded by any university or which has previously been presented for a degree.

Appointment of examiners 
Following submission of work for a higher doctorate, the Committee must appoint three examiners for the work, all of whom, unless the Vice-Chancellor approves otherwise, must be external to the University and at least two of whom must be external to the State of Western Australia. The appointment must occur in accordance with the procedures (see section 3 of the procedures). 

Appeals or resubmissions
Appeals or resubmissions are not possible once a recommendation not to proceed to an award has been made by the  Higher Doctorates Committee after consideration of the examiner reports.

Definitions

In this policy and any associated procedures, 
University refers to The University of Western Australia.
School refers to the school with responsibility to govern and administer the degree and includes a board or committee to which the school has delegated responsibility for the function concerned. 
Higher Doctorates Committee means the Committee convened for the assessment of Higher Doctorates submitted to the University.
Candidate means a person enrolled for a higher doctorate.
Examination Report means the report of the examiners on the candidate’s submitted Thesis or works, and an agreed recommendation for classification.
Examiners refers to all examiners who are suitably qualified academics with expertise in the field of the thesis and have no conflict of interest with the student, supervisors or the University.
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