[image: image1.jpg]§ WESTERN
W AUSTRALIA




University Policy on Joint Doctoral Degree
	Policy Approver:
	Academic Board

	Policy Steward:
	Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) & Chair of Academic Board

	Policy Administrator(s):
	Academic Secretary

	TRIM File #:
	F21/897

	Policy No:
	UP21/13

	Approval Date:
	17 November 2021

	Assessment Date:
	17 Novmeber 2024


1 Purpose
The University establishes Joint Doctoral Degree (JDD) agreements with a view to:
(1) advancing international links with partner institutions for the delivery of excellence in research and high-quality research training of doctoral candidates;
(2) promoting opportunities for schools to strengthen research collaborations; and 
(3) enhancing strategic engagements with partner institutions.
This policy specifies the principles and procedure for the establishment and management of JDD in an approved strategic partnership with another higher education institution in Australia and overseas.
This Policy should be read in conjunction with the following:

· Schedule 1 that sets out the minimum requirements for the establishment of a JDD; 

· Schedule 2 that sets out the associated procedures; and
· Doctor of Philosophy course rules.

2 Scope

The scope of this policy applies to all doctoral candidates (except those in combined doctoral degree courses), supervisors, schools and the Graduate Research School.
3 Part 1 – Establishment of a Joint Doctoral Degree (JDD) Agreement 
The University offers Joint doctoral degree course, including cotutelle, opportunities where they are demonstrably of benefit to UWA, its research strategy and doctoral candidates by:

(1) enhancing the University’s research collaborations and links to research-intensive higher education institutions with priority given to high-ranking and/or existing partner institutions and network members in accordance with UWA research priorities, global engagement and doctoral candidate recruitment strategies;
(2) expanding the candidate’s experience in varied research environments through complementary expertise, access to specialised facilities, additional researcher training opportunities and increasing the impact of their research; and

(3) advancing and internationalising research networks.
The University ensures that the following requirements are met for the establishment of a JDD:
(1) The proposal for Joint Doctoral degree course must demonstrate evidence of existing or emerging complementary research that benefits from co-supervision of the candidate’s project.
(2) The joint doctoral degree course must be consistent with the Research and Research Training standards in the Higher Education Standards Framework (Threshold Standards 2021).
(3) The joint doctoral degree course complies with the requirements of the University Policy on: Graduate Research Training and the doctoral degree course rules, including entry requirements.
(4) The Joint Doctoral agreement must clearly set out the partner responsibilities and a commitment to selecting candidates best equipped to succeed in the joint doctoral degree course.

(5) The agreement must meet the minimum requirements as set out in Schedule 1.

The academic arrangements of joint doctoral degree course are approved by the Dean, Graduate Research school under the delegated authority of the Academic Board/Academic Council. 

The establishment of a JDD must occur in accordance with Schedule 2. 

The University, through the Graduate Research School (GRS), is responsible for ensuring compliance of the joint doctoral degree course of study with the Higher Education Standards Framework.
4 Part 2 – Admission and enrolment 

All candidates must meet the eligibility and admission requirements to enrol in a full-time doctoral degree course at the host university and home university. 
The host university and home university reserve the right to refuse admission or award of scholarship to a nominated candidate. 
A doctoral candidate may enrol directly in a joint doctoral degree course only after the JDD is finalised between the participating institutions.
Prospective doctoral candidates may enrol in a standard doctoral degree course at their home institution and transfer to the relevant joint course code, subject to:

(1) approval of the strategic research partnerships between the host and home universities; 
(2) an approved Individual Candidature Agreement (ICA) endorsed by the host and home universities, and 
(3) the doctoral candidate meeting eligibility and admission requirements at the host institution. 
An enrolled doctoral candidate may transfer into a joint doctoral degree course within 12 months of commencement of their candidature at either the host university or the home university. 
Late entry may be approved by the Dean, Graduate Research School for up to two FTE of candidature. 
Retrospective enrolment or commencement in a Joint Doctoral degree course is not usually considered. Doctoral candidates are only able to commence in the joint doctoral degree course upon or after the date the agreement is signed off by both the host university and home university.

Doctoral candidates undertaking a dual award at UWA are not eligible to undertake a joint doctoral degree course. 
Subject to the approval of the Dean, Graduate Research School, a doctoral candidate may transfer from a joint doctoral degree course to a doctoral degree course at any stage during their candidature.

5 Part 3 – Funding and Fees
Joint doctoral degee courses may be offered either ‘for fee’ or ‘fee free’, and not solely as part of an exchange agreement.
Where fees are involved, a doctoral candidate enrolled in a joint doctoral degree course with a domestic or international institution is liable for the same UWA tuition fees as students enrolled in the Doctor of Philosophy at the University. Three tuition fee options exist: 
(a) International doctoral candidates are liable for tuition fees at UWA, unless in receipt of an external tuition fee scholarship. Eligible doctoral candidates may, under special conditions, qualify for a SIRF (Scholarships for International Research Fees) or an International Research Training Program (RTP) Fees Offset Scholarship. 
(b) Australian citizens and permanent residents, and New Zealand citizens and permanent residents are eligible for an Australian Government Research Training Program (RTP) fees offset scholarship.
(c) Under a Student Exchange Agreement (STEX), the doctoral candidate pays tuition fees to their home university only. Each institution is expected to host equivalent number of candidates, unless otherwise agreed, and mutually waive all fees for tuition during the period that a doctoral candidate is studying at the host institution. This arrangement must be formalised through a STEX agreement.  
Institutions must agree on arrangements to appropriately quantify resources, address costs and ensure that their duty of care to the doctoral candidate(s) is met for the duration of the Program. 
The doctoral candidate's research costs, including but not limited to, laboratory/fieldwork funding, are normally met by the institution where the student is undertaking that component of the research work.
Doctoral candidates are responsible for meeting costs such as travel and living expenses. All candidates are liable for the Student Services and Amenities Fee (SSAF) during their enrolment at UWA and on UWA campus. 

Doctoral candidates in receipt of a scholarship awarded by UWA as their home university receive their stipend under the conditions of their award. 
All international doctoral candidates are covered by the ESOS Act 2000, including their liability for the Overseas Health Cover (OSHC) for the entire duration of the student visa in Australia.

There are no special University funds for travel of supervisors or examiners appointed under the JDD.
Doctoral candidates (international and domestic) must only be active at one institution whilst on leave from the other, that is, student load cannot be reported twice.
6 Candidature and Supervision
The program of study for a doctoral candidate enrolled in a joint doctoral degree course is administered in accordance with the UWA Doctoral Degree Course Rules and relevant policies and any specific arrangements laid out in the JDD. 
A doctoral candidate in a joint doctoral degree course is required to be enrolled and in residence for at least 12 months (FTE) at each institution. The doctoral candidate is responsible to notify both institutions of their movements from one to the other.
Throughout the doctoral candidate’s enrolment, the conditions and rules pertaining to candidature at both institutions apply, or any variation must be documented in the Agreement.
All doctoral candidates in a joint doctoral degree course have the full rights and privileges and access to services provided to enrolled doctoral candidates at each institution.

Supervisors at both institutions must be free from any perceived or potential conflict of interest. Where a perceived or potential conflict of interest exists, a declaration must be made prior to their appointment as supervisors.

Supervisors must provide continuity of supervision throughout a doctoral candidate’s candidature and maintain consistency in reporting and meeting of milestones as required at both institutions. 
Supervisors must actively maintain their support for the research collaboration as part of the Agreement between the host and home institutions.

7 Examination, graduation and testamur

The host and home institutions are bound by the rules governing the doctoral degree course examination process that is set out in the JDD or the ICA. The doctoral degree course examination arrangements must meet the expectations of the University requirements. 
When submitting a thesis for examination a doctoral candidate must provide to each institution an abstract of their thesis in the language normally required at that institution.
Doctoral candidates graduating from a joint doctoral degree course normally only receive their award certificate at the home university graduation ceremony. 
A doctoral candidate who attends a graduation ceremony at an international partner institution may not also attend a UWA graduation ceremony. Their award is conferred in absentia.
The design, naming conventions, administration of award certificates and related procedures must occur in accordance with the University Policy on Courses – Award Certification (UP21/7). 

Definitions

University refers to The University of Western Australia

cotutelle is a Joint Doctoral arrangement only where the partner institution is French

dual awards is a single course, which commonly offers a combined research program and clinical skills training, leading to the award of two separate qualifications

home University refers to the primary institution of the candidate, normally where the doctoral candidate spends the greatest portion of time in study and research leading to the completion of the award requirements

host University refers to the partner institution(s) to which the candidate travels and take up a minimum 12 month full-time (or 30% of candidature) temporary residency to undertake an agreed part of their studies

individual candidature agreement refers to the program specifications of the Joint Agreement as applied to a named Candidate. Every Joint doctoral candidate must have an Individual Candidature Agreement detailing the specific agreed conditions of their candidature including supervision, context of the agreement, funding, residency, ethics, examination and graduation. They are completed as a Schedule to a Program Agreement or with the inclusion of more detail, may be used to standalone as a one-off, non-continuing Joint Doctoral Individual Candidature Program Agreement arranged for a single named individual in the absence of a higher level agreement
Joint award is a single doctoral degree awarded, on the basis of a single thesis, by two collaborating institutions and normally recognised by a single testamur from the Home University clearly stating that it was Jointly awarded with the named Partner University 

Joint Doctoral Program Agreement refers to a mutually endorsed framework by which the University and another higher education provider offer a Doctoral program Jointly while ensuring continued compliance with the Higher Education Standards Framework 
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