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1 Purpose 
 

1.1 This policy sets out the course requirements for the University’s undergraduate degree courses and 
the principles underpinning the development of and changes to relevant undergraduate curricula. 

 

2 Definitions –  
 
In this policy and any associated procedures,  

the University is/means The University of Western Australia, and any and all subsidiary or associated 
entities 

AQF means the Australian Qualifications Framework. 
a degree-specific major determines the degree to which the student’s course belongs to (see 
Appendix Schedule 1). A student who chooses to take more than one major must designate one of 
them as a degree-specific major. 
a bachelor's degree is a qualification awarded on successful completion of an undergraduate course 
comprising at least three years of undergraduate study. In order to meet the requirements for this 
degree, a student must complete 144 credit points, of which no more than 72 credit points must be at 
Level 1 and no fewer than 24 credit points must be at Level 3. The course must include at least one 
major and have a structure that meets broadening requirements. The BPhil (Hons), which is also a 
bachelor's degree, is a four-year course requiring 192 credit points.  There are two types of bachelor’s 
degree: 
(a) Comprehensive bachelor’s degree courses, which offer a wide range of majors and the ability to 

take additional majors or significant electives from across the University.  Normally, ATAR subject 
(or equivalent) prerequisites are not applied to comprehensive degrees, and the necessary 
bridging units must be available for entry into majors with subject prerequisites; and, 

(b) Specialised bachelor’s degrees, which normally have a small range of majors available that are 
typically extended majors (previously known as double majors).  These degrees are normally 
more limited in their elective choice, while still meeting Broadening requirements. ATAR subject 
(or equivalent) prerequisites are applied to specialised degrees. 

An associate degree course is a course of 72 to 96 points which provides a pathway for students 
preparing them for entry to UWA’s Bachelor’s Degree Courses. 
bridging units are units that substitute for ATAR-level (or equivalent qualification) subjects that are 
pre-requisites for a given major 
broadening means the structure through which degrees deliver the requirement of broad-based 
knowledge and skills.  It is satisfied by taking 24 credit points (normally four units) of study from 
outside the unit sequence of the degree-specific major.  Foundational units and bridging units do not 
count towards Broadening 
BPhil (Hons) means the Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) degree course 
a course means a plan of study necessary to qualify for a degree, diploma, certificate or other 
qualification approved by the Senate. 
diploma means a course to the value of 48 credit points comprising the requirements of a major 
offered in an undergraduate degree course of the University. 
Dissertation means the output of research, which may be wholly in written form or in the form of a 
composition, performance, exhibition or creative or other approved work. For a Postgraduate 
Coursework course (AQF Level 9) the output constitutes at least 25 per cent but less than 66.6 per 
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cent of the requirements of the course in question. For Honours (AQF Level 8) the output of research 
constitutes 50 per cent of the requirements of the course. 
UWA Educational Principles comprise a list of academic values that are intended to imbue student 
learning at all levels and seek to nurture excellence, enable creativity and intellectual exploration, and 
promote effective citizenship among UWA students and graduates.  
end-on Honours means an Honours degree course comprising eight standard units (48 points) taken 
after a student has completed the requirements of an undergraduate pass degree. 
exegesis means a critical explanation or interpretation of a text object, manuscript or creative work 
submitted for examination as the student’s Honours research dissertation.  
Foundational Units are degree-level core units that must be taken to complete the requirements of 
the undergraduate degree, irrespective of Degree-Specific Major 
Honours Courses are or incorporate an additional year of study or part-time equivalent after a 
student's bachelor's degree with a significant research training component of at least half the point 
value of the Honours course. 
LOTE means a language other than English  
a single major is an approved discipline-based sequence of between 48 and 72 credit points 
(normally eight units to twelve units) within an undergraduate degree course. These units are spread 
across Levels 1, 2 and 3, with at least 12 credit points at Level 1; at least 12 credit points at Level 2; 
and at least 18 credit points at Level 3. 
an extended major (previously known as a double major) is an approved discipline-based 
combination of unit sequences drawn from related fields of between 84 and 108 credit points (normally 
14 to 18 units). The units are spread across Levels 1, 2 and 3, with at least 12 credit points at Level 1; 
at least 24 credit points at Level 2; and at least 36 credit points at Level 3.   
a minor is an approved discipline-based or interdisciplinary-based sequence of 24 points (normally 4 
units) of thematically or disciplinary linked units, with 6 or 12 credit points at Level 1; at least 6 credit 
points at Level 2; and, no more than 12 credit points at Level 3. 
making an Honours specialisation unavailable means the specialisation is temporarily not offered 
for new enrolments, but will be offered again at a future date. 
making an Honours specialisation available means the specialisation that was once made 
unavailable is now available for new enrolments.  
a mature-aged student is one who is 20 years of age or older in the year of entry on 1 March (for first-
semester entry) or 1 August (for second-semester entry). 
PhD is the Doctor of Philosophy degree course. 
relevant board(s) means a Board of the University relevant to the case in point. The relevant board(s) 
may include a position or a body of people with authority to carry out the function concerned. 
a responsible organisational entity (usually a school) has the role of designing, coordinating and/or 
teaching a unit 
rescission of an Honours specialisation means the Honours specialisation is not offered for new 
enrolments and is discontinued. 
removing a unit means the unit continues to be offered but not in certain specialisations. 
a specialisation designates a particular discipline chosen from within a wider field of study (e.g. 
Chemical Engineering within Engineering). It is usually applied to the chosen disciplinary focus of an 
Honours or postgraduate course (e.g. a distinctive variant within a generic master's course), but in a 
few cases may refer to a set of specialised units within an undergraduate course major. 
student categories mean the following: Commonwealth-supported, domestic fee-paying, international 
student visa holders and international students (non-visa holders) 
undergraduate degree course means an undergraduate pass degree course or the Bachelor of 
Philosophy (Honours) degree course.  
a unit is a discrete component of study normally representing 150 hours of student workload, 
including contact hours, personal study and examinations. It is equivalent to 6 points of credit. By 
special approval, some units may have a value that is a multiple of 6 points. 
transition period means the period during which students in courses that do not form part of New 
Courses 2012 can complete their courses in accordance with the relevant rules and policies. 

3 Scope 
 

3.1 The scope of this Policy applies to all staff involved in the design and delivery of undergraduate 
degree courses and to students enrolled in those courses. 
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4 General Principles  
 
4.1 Within the context of maintaining the University’s reputation and highest international standing, 

undergraduate degree courses must: 
(a) have a structure that is simple and flexible, and is standardised across the University; 
(b) ensure the number of units and courses provided by the University is viable; 
(c) ensure efficient delivery of academic teaching and administration of courses, for the benefit of 

staff and students; 
(d) reflect international expectations; 
(e) provide flexible pathways to postgraduate courses for students;   
(f) meet the educational needs of students and the wider community, at the highest possible 

standard; 
(g) provide broad-based knowledge and skills for students; 
(h) provide pathways that enable students to make a considered choice about their focus and 

preferred profession or academic direction/preference; and  
(i) emphasize inquiry-based learning and research skill development, thus introducing students to the 

research culture of the relevant discipline. 
 

4.2 Admission requirements for the relevant undergraduate degree courses must be set in accordance 
with the University Policy on Admission: Coursework. 

 
4.3 Students are not permitted to enrol concurrently in award courses unless allowed by the relevant 

board in line with the University Policy on Student Enrolment. 
 
4.4 Undergraduate degree courses may be taken on a part-time or full-time basis in accordance with the 

University Policy on Student Enrolment. 
 
4.5 Time limits for courses must not exceed those stipulated in the University Policy on Student Enrolment  
 
4.6 Cross-crediting of units shared across a major and a minor or across two minors is permitted for a 

maximum of six credit points only. 
 
3.7 Cross crediting of units between two majors is permitted: 

(a) provided the two majors are offered in the same course 
(b) for Level 1 units; and  
(c) only  50% of the Level 2 units comprising the majors. 

 
3.8 Students are expected to pursue their studies in a manner consistent with the principles of this policy 

and Schedule 9. 

5 Undergraduate Degree Courses 
 
5.1 The University’s undergraduate degree courses are aligned to the Australian Qualifications 

Framework (AQF) as follows: 
 

AQF 
Level 

AQF course type UWA Undergraduate Degree Course 
types 

Volume of  Learning 

(6) Associate Degree Associate Degree designed to articulate 
into a Bachelor’s Pass Degree 

72 to 96 credit points 

(7) Bachelor’s Pass 
Degree 

Undergraduate Bachelor’s Pass Degree, 
including both Comprehensive and 
Specialised Bachelor’s Degrees 
 

144 credit points 

(7) Graduate Entry 
Bachelor’s Degree 

Undergraduate Bachelor’s pass Degree 
available to graduates from a 
comprehensive Bachelor’s Degree of this 
University. 

96 Credit Points 

(8) Bachelor’s Honours 
Degree 

Bachelor’s Honours Degree (End-on 
Honours) 

48 credit points 

Bachelor’s Honours Degree (Integrated 192 Credit Points 
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Honours) 
Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) 
 

192 credit points 

 
5.2 Associate Degree 

(a) An Associate Degree course provides a pathway for students preparing them for entry to UWA’s 
Bachelor’s Degree Courses. 

 
 
5.3 Bachelor’s Degree 

(a) Each undergraduate pass degree: 
i. must be of three years equivalent full-time duration and may lead to an additional year of 

an end-on Honours course; 
ii. comprises a list of majors which provide for the nomenclature of the degree. 

5.4 Graduate Entry Bachelor’s Degree 
(a) Each Graduate entry Bachelor’s degree: 

i. is available only to graduates of one of this University’s Comprehensive Degrees 
wishing to pursue a further major offered as a degree-specific major within the 
Bachelor’s Degree from which they graduated; 

ii. has a volume of learning totalling 96 credit points; and 
iii. comprises a list of majors which provide for the nomenclature of the degree. 

5.5 End-on Honours  
(a) An end-on Honours course, and especially the research dissertation, trains and assesses 

students’ abilities to contribute to the future development of their discipline through research that 
extends existing knowledge and/or through the original and creative application of knowledge in a 
way likely to impact upon future thinking in their fields of study. 

(b) The award of honours of the appropriate class may result from the completion of an end-on 
Honours degree. 

(c) End-on Honours students who fail or do not complete the course, but who have completed the 
requirements of the pass degree: 

i. retain the relevant pass degree if the award has been conferred before admission to the 
Honours course; or 

ii. may apply to be awarded the pass degree if they have not been conferred with the 
award. 

(d) A school must execute a benchmarking exercise (at least once during each period between 
school reviews) to appraise content, processes and outcomes associated with Honours degree 
courses. 

(e) Scholarships for Honours degree courses must be administered in accordance with the following: 
where the dissertation represents other than 50 per cent of the whole mark, heads of school are 
required to provide the mark and the percentage of the whole mark represented by the 
dissertation. 

 
5.6 Integrated Honours  

(a) An integrated honours course trains and prepares students to normally enter a professional field 
of endeavour, generally by satisfying the requirements for membership of a relevant professional 
body. 

(b) The award of honours of the appropriate class may result from the completion of an integrated  
honours degree. 

 
5.7 Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) 

(a) The Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) course: 
i. of which Honours is an integral part, is designed to enhance the University’s 

attractiveness to exceptionally high achieving students and its reputation for providing 
education at the highest international standards of excellence; 

ii. provides a challenging course of four years’ equivalent full-time duration with an 
especially intensive research focus;  

iii. produces graduates with high-calibre research and communication skills;  
iv. demands a high level of commitment to academic excellence, community and 

international engagement;  
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v. comprises an academic program, as set out in Schedule 2, that is designed by the 
Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) Academic Coordinator in conjunction with staff from 
the research discipline of the student’s selected major; 

vi. has only one intake which occurs at the beginning of the year.  
(b) Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) students may have greater flexibility than usual to negotiate 

individually some aspects of their study program (for example through affiliation with major 
research groups) and the University provides careful quality assurance in relation to course 
approval and teaching arrangements relating to the BPhil (Hons). 

 
(c) Students in the Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) course are offered ongoing affiliation with a 

University Residential College (involving certain support privileges). 
 

(d) Students in the course have guaranteed entry into any UWA postgraduate course, including 
second-cycle professional degree courses, subject to: 

i. successful completion of the Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) course; 
ii. meeting discipline-related entry requirements including successfully completing selection 

processes; and 
iii. in the case of entry to a higher degree by research, availability of supervision. 

(e) The degree of Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) is only awarded with an Honours classification of 
2A or above. 

 
(f) A student in the Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) who is awarded an Honours classification 

below 2A is awarded the degree to which their degree-specific major belongs, with the relevant 
classification of Honours. 

 
(g) An Honours student may progress to a master’s degree course as outlined in the University Policy 

on Courses – Postgraduate Coursework. 

6 Combined Courses  
 
6.1 Bachelor’s Pass degrees may be offered by way of combined courses, which are offered under a 

single course code but lead to the conferral of two awards upon the student’s graduation.  
 
6.2 These combined courses take the form of either Combined Bachelor Bachelor’s (CBB) course or 

Combined Bachelor Master’s (CBM) course.  
 
6.3 The volume of learning and any inherent cross-credit between the two awards are documented in the 

course rules for each such course.  
 
5.4 Some majors offered in the Bachelor’s degree or degrees within such a combined course when taken 

by way of a standalone course may not be available in the combined course. 

7  Undergraduate degree requirements  
 
7.1 Broadening requirements are satisfied by taking 24 credit points (normally four units) of study from 

outside the unit sequence of the degree-specific major.  Foundational units and bridging units do not 
count towards Broadening.  

 
7.2 Degree-level Foundational Units up to the value of 24 credit points can be required so long as the 

combined total of credit in Foundational Units and any given Degree-Specific major does not normally 
exceed 72 credit points in the case of a Single Major, or 108 credit points in the case of an Extended 
Major.  Exceptions to these limits may only be approved by the relevant board(s) where they are 
essential to meet the requirements of external accrediting bodies or other mandated external 
requirements. Requirements for Foundational Units are set out in Appendix Schedule 7. 
  

7.3 The University ensures that students meet course requirements to take out the relevant award as set 
out in Appendix  Schedule 8.   
 

6.4 Guidance in the application of these requirements by enrolling students can be found at Appendix 
Schedule 9. 
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8  Development of new curriculum proposal 
 
8.1 The development of a new: 

(a) undergraduate major must follow the procedures and criteria as set out in Appendix Schedule 3.    
(b) undergraduate minor must follow the procedures criteria and design principles as set out in 

Appendix Schedule 6. 
(c) Honours specialisation must follow the procedures criteria as set out in Appendix Schedule 4. 

 
8.2 The development of foundational units must address procedures and criteria as set out in Appendix 

Schedule 7.  
 
8.3 Approval must be sought from the Academic Council for the development of new curriculum proposals 

referred to in 7.1. 

9 Changes to existing curriculum  
 
9.1 A proposal for a change to an Advanced Diploma, undergraduate major or Honours specialisation 

and/or associated units must include: 
(a) a persuasive justification (that is, academic or administrative reasons); and  
(b) consultation and approval by the relevant board(s). 

 
9.2 The circumstances in which changes to a major or Honours specialisation may be undertaken are set 

out in Appendix Schedule 5. 
 
9.3 Any changes to a major or Honours specialisation must be planned ahead to ensure: 

(a) that any necessary action, such as implementing transitional arrangements, is taken to minimise 
any potential adverse impact on students; 

(b) high standards of teaching; 
(c) efficient delivery of academic teaching; and 
(d) compliance with relevant external or internal legislation or policy. 

 
9.4 Any change to the details of units must be in accordance with the University Policy on Coursework 

Units. 
 
9.5 Changes to the existing curriculum are undertaken in accordance with the procedures and approved 

by the Curriculum Committee under delegated authority from the Academic Council. 
 

Legislative Context 
Relevant Legislation or Regulations 
University of Western Australia Act 1911 (WA) 
University of Western Australia Statute (2020) 

 
 

End 
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Schedule 1a: Degree-specific majors (DSM) Offered in Comprehensive Degrees 
Degree: Bachelor of Arts Degree: Bachelor of Biomedical 

Science 
Degree: Bachelor of 

Commerce 
Degree: Bachelor of 

Business 
Degree: Bachelor of Science 

• Anthropology  
• Archaeology 
• Asian Studies 
• Chinese 
• Classics and Ancient History 
• Communication & Media Studies 
• Criminology 
• English and Literary Studies 
• Fine Arts 
• French Studies 
• Gender Studies 
• German Studies 
• History 
• History of Art 
• Applied Human Geography 
• Indigenous Knowledge, History & 

Heritage 
• Indonesian Studies 
• Italian Studies 
• Japanese Studies 
• Korean  Studies 
• Law & Society 
• Linguistics 
• Music majors: 
o Music Studies;  
o Electronic Music and Sound Design;  
o Music General Studies;  
o Music and Society;  
o Contemporary Popular Music; and  
o Music Theatre  

• Philosophy 
• Political Science & International Relations 
• Psychological and Behavioural Science  
• Science and Technology in Society  
• Spanish Studies 
• Work & Employment Relations 

• Aboriginal Health and Wellbeing 
• Anatomy & Human Biology 
• Humanities in Health and 

Medicine 
• Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 
• Exercise and Health 
• Genetics 
• Microbiology & Immunology 
• Neuroscience 
• Pathology & Laboratory Medicine 
• Pharmacology 
• Physiology 
• Public Health 
    

• Accounting 
• Business Law 
• Business Economics 
• Finance 
• Human Resource 

Management 
• Management 
• Marketing 
• Business Analytics 

• Business Management 
• Global Business 
• Enterprise and Innovation 

• Agribusiness 
• Agricultural Science 
• Agricultural Technology 
• Anatomy & Human Biology 
• Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 
• Botany 
• Chemistry  
• Computer Science 
• Conservation Biology  
• Cybersecurity 
• Data Science 
• Cybersecurity 
• Environmental Management 
• Environmental Science 
• Exercise & Health 
• Genetics 
• Geographical Sciences  
• Geology 
• Marine and Coastal Processes 
• Marine Biology 
• Mathematics  
• Statistics 
• Microbiology & Immunology 
• Neuroscience 
• Physics 
• Physiology 
• Psychological and Behavioral 

Science 
• Sport Science 
•  Zoology 

 
1 
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Schedule 1b: Degree-specific majors (DSM) Offered in Specialised Degrees 

Degree Majors Offered 

Bachelor of Advanced Computer Science (Honours) Artificial Intelligence; Computing and Data Science; International Cybersecurity; Quantum Computing 

Bachelor of Agribusiness Agribusiness and Agricultural Science 

Bachelor of Agricultural Science Agricultural Science and Technology 

Bachelor of Art History and Curational Studies  Art History and Curatorial Studies 

Bachelor of Biological Science Wildlife Conservation; Biodiversity and Evolution; Conservation Biology 

Bachelor of Biomedicine (Specialised) Medical Science; Integrated Medical Sciences and Clinical Practice; Integrated Dental Sciences; Podiatric Health and Medical Sciences 

Bachelor of Criminology and Criminal Justice Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Bachelor of Earth Sciences Geochemistry Integrated Earth and Marine Sciences 

Bachelor of Economics Professional Economics Financial Economics 

Bachelor of Education (Honours) Primary Education 

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) Automation and Robotics Engineering; Biomedical Engineering; Chemical Engineering; Civil Engineering; Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering; Environmental Engineering; Mechanical Engineering; Mining Engineering; Software Engineering 

Bachelor of Environmental Design Architecture A; Architecture B; Landscape Architecture; Environmental Geography and Planning 

Bachelor of Environmental Science Environmental Science and Management; Environmental Science and Ecology 

Bachelor of Frontier Physics (Advanced) Frontier Physics 

Bachelor of Geographical and Spatial Science Geographical and Spatial Science 

Bachelor of Human Rights Human Rights 

Bachelor of Human Sciences Human Sciences (Anatomy and Physiology); Human Sciences and Data Analytics; Human Sciences and Neuroscience 

 
Bachelor of Human Sciences (Pharmaceutical 

  
 

Pharmaceutical Health 

Bachelor of International Relations International Relations 

Bachelor of Marine Science Marine Science 
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Degree Majors Offered 

Bachelor of Mathematics Mathematics 

Bachelor of Media and Communication Media and Communication 

Bachelor of Modern Languages Chinese Studies; French Studies; German Studies; Indonesian Studies; Italian Studies; Japanese Studies; Korean Studies; Spanish 
Studies; Korean Studies 

Bachelor of Molecular Sciences Biochemistry of Nutrition; Molecular Life Sciences 

Bachelor of Music Music 
 

Bachelor of Philosophy, Politics and Economics Philosophy, Politics, and Economics 

Bachelor of Psychology Psychology 

Bachelor of Social and Environmental Sustainability Social and Environmental Sustainability 

Bachelor of Social Work (Honours) Social Work 

Bachelor of Sport and Exercise Sciences  Sport Science, Exercise and Health 
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Schedule 2: Academic Program of the Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours): 32 units (192 points) 

1. Structural requirements Undergraduate Major Honours research component 

See Schedule 3 See Schedule 4 

2. Research-intensive 
opportunities 

In second and third academic years, student participation in research-intensive opportunities is required to: 
a)   contribute towards a collaborative and interdisciplinary research project; 
b)   work with a research mentor in the discipline of their major; 
c)   develop a research project with an academic supervisor; 
d)   present their research orally; 
e)   develop a research abstract/poster; 
 

3. Communication-intensive 
component 

In second, third and fourth academic years, student participation in communication-intensive opportunities is required to: 
a)   create individual and group presentations; 
b)   develop knowledge of a foreign language; 
c)   develop a web presence; 
d)   develop public speaking skills; 
e)   develop and practice interview and transcription skills; 
f)    present communication in various contexts and forms. 

4. Residential program As approved by the Academic Council: 
 
Students who are admitted to the Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) having completed the first 48 points of another course of the 
University are invited to undertake the residential program with the cohort of students commencing the Bachelor of Philosophy 
(Honours) in the same year. 
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Schedule 3: Development Criteria for a major 

1. Structure and unit sequence Unit 
Level 

Single Major (between 48 and 72 credit points of 
core and option units), with normally at: 

Extended Major (normally between 84 and 108 credit points of core 
and option units, unless the requirements of a professional 
accreditation dictate a larger volume of learning), with normally at: 

Level 1 At least 12 credit points At least 12 credit points 
Level 2 At least 12 credit points At least 24 credit points 
Level 3 At least 18 credit points At least 36 credit points 
The structure of each degree-specific major must allow the possibility of at least a semester of study abroad. 
The maximum size of a major is limited by the number of degree-level Foundational Units in the relevant undergraduate degree such that: 
• the combined credit of Foundational Units and any given Single Major cannot normally exceed 72 Credit Points. 
• the combined credit of the Foundational Unit and any given Double Major cannot normally exceed 108 Credit Points 

2. Uniqueness of major An undergraduate major must have a distinctive disciplinary or inter-disciplinary rationale underpinned by substantial research expertise 
and reflected in a set of unique units which must comprise at least half the level 3 content of the major. The relevant board(s) may, in 
exceptional circumstances, approve a request from a discipline to offer more than one major in the same area of knowledge, where there 
is a strong academic reason. For this purpose, units offered across majors may be considered unique provided the majors in question are 
not offered in the same course.  

3. Developmental Progression The sequence of units within a major must: 
• have academic coherence and conceptual development from Level 1 to Level 3; and  
• normally be taken sequentially from Level 1 to Level 3. 

4. Learning Outcomes Learning outcomes must be: 
• aligned to the learning pedagogy of the major; 
• consistent with the knowledge paradigm associated with the major; and 
• mapped to the academic objectives of the major; and learning outcomes of the units comprising the major. 

5. Embedding Communication 
Skills 

Disciplines must demonstrate that communication skill development is identifiable in curriculum content, pedagogy and assessment; and 
occurs in each of the following dimensions: 
• written skills; 
• oral presentation skills; 
• critical thinking and information literacy skills; and 
• relevant interpersonal skills, such as active listening, teamwork, and negotiation. 

6. Embedding Research Skills Research skills must be demonstrably embedded within each major in curriculum content, pedagogy and assessment and addressed for 
each of the following elements: 
• Element A: the evolution of the discipline; 
• Element B: the methods of enquiry; 
• Element C: the practice of enquiry-based thinking; and  
• Element D: the discourse conventions of the discipline. 

7. Educational Principles All UWA Educational Principles must be demonstrably embedded in each major. 

8. Subject Pre-requisite for a 
major 

Must be in accordance with the  University Policy on: Admission: Coursework.  Bridging units that substitute for pre-requisites do not 
count towards the total credit of the major. 

3

http://www.worldclasseducation.uwa.edu.au/student-experience/principles
http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP16%2F5
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Schedule 4: Development Criteria for an end-on Honours Specialisation: 48 Points 

1. Structure and unit sequence Coursework Component: four units (24 points) each undertaken and 
assessed within a semester. The units may involve advanced-level 
coursework within the discipline or structured research training 
provided that: 
• the units offered are at Level 4 and/or Level 5; and 
• at least 50% of the coursework units are undertaken at Level 4. 

Research Component: A dissertation component (24 points) normally 
completed within two consecutive semesters. The form a dissertation 
may take is outlined in the  University Policy on: Courses – Coursework 
Dissertation. 

If any of the four coursework units involve structured research training, these units, and the research dissertation unit define the research 
component of the Honours degree course; otherwise, the research component must be fully delivered through the research dissertation unit. 

2. Academic Skills Must provide for the development of academic skills which enable a student to: 
• construct sound research questions and formulate appropriate research topics; 
• carry out independent research; 
• take a critical stance on existing knowledge/theories; and  
• report research results effectively. 

3. Generic Skills Must provide for the development of generic skills which enable a student to: 
• solve problems; 
• manage projects; 
• write clearly and cogently; 
• manage time and resources effectively, keeping to strict deadlines; and  
• work well with colleagues/supervisors. 

4. Learning Outcomes Learning outcomes must be: 
• aligned to the learning pedagogy and assessment framework of the Honours specialisation; 
• consistent with the knowledge paradigm associated with the Honours specialisation; and 
• mapped to academic objectives of the specialisation; and learning outcomes of the units comprising the specialisation. 

5. Educational Principles All UWA Educational Principles must be demonstrably embedded in each Honours specialisation. 

6. Admission Requirements Honours is normally taken in the same degree and in the same disciplinary field as the student’s degree-specific major and admission 
requirements must be in accordance with the  University Policy on: Admission (Coursework). 

 
 
 
 
 

4

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP15%2F6
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Schedule 5: Changes to Majors and Honours specialisations 

Item Circumstances in which changes are made and requirements, where relevant: 
1. Structure of an approved major Changes may be considered in the following limited circumstances: 

• following a comprehensive review of the major; 
• the need to meet accreditation requirements; or 
• as a result of a national or international benchmarking exercise. 

2. Sequence of units comprising an approved major Changes to the sequence of units where: 
• the level of a unit changes; 
• the availability of a core unit or an option in a calendar year changes; 
• a core unit or an option is rescinded; 
• units are removed or added; 
• the status of a unit (e.g. from option to core) changes; 
• the number of options changes; 
• the way communication skills and research skills are embedded within the major changes; or 
• other circumstances on a case-by-case basis. 

Changes must not affect the structural sequence of the major/Honours specialisation. 

3. Sequence of units comprising an approved Honours 
specialisation 

Changes to the unit comprising the Honours specialisation where: 
• the level of a unit changes; 
• units are removed or included; 
• the availability of a core unit changes; 
• the rescission of a core unit in the following limited circumstances: 

o following a comprehensive review of the Honours specialisation; 
o the need to meet accreditation requirements; or 
o as a result of a national or international benchmarking exercise. 

4. Academic Objectives of a major/Honours 
specialisations 

Where changes do not warrant the creation of a new major/Honours specialisation in the following circumstances: 
• academic content of the major/Honours specialisation has changed; or 
• the disciplinary focus of the major/Honours specialisation has changed. 

5. Learning Outcomes of a major / Honours 
specialisations 

Where there are proposed changes to the: 
• objectives of the major/Honours specialisation; 
• structure of the major; 
• disciplinary focus of the Honours specialisation; 
• academic content of the major/specialisation. 

Any change to the learning outcomes of a major/Honours specialisation must be: 
• aligned to the learning pedagogy of the major/Honours specialisation; 
• consistent with the: 

o disciplinary focus of the Honours specialisation; 
o knowledge paradigm associated with the major; and 

• mapped to the: 
o learning outcomes of the units comprising the major/Honours specialisation; and 
o academic objectives of the major/Honours specialisation. 
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Item Circumstances in which changes are made and requirements, where relevant: 
6. Admission requirements of an Honours specialisations Where there is a change to the admission requirements to an Honours specialisation: 

• the basis of the proposed change is academically sound; 
• the change provides for the sequential building of academic knowledge; 
• the change provides learning progression and academic coherence; and 
• the change does not contravene the  University Policy on: Admission (Coursework). 

7. Title: of major/Honours specialisation A new title is necessary: 
• to reflect changes to the academic content that do not significantly change the academic objectives of the 

major/Honours specialisation; 
• to avoid misrepresentation about another major/Honours specialisation; 
• to better reflect the academic objectives of the major/Honours specialisation; 
• because the disciplinary focus has changed; 
• in other circumstances on a case-by-case basis. 

8. Code: Major/Honours specialisation A new code: 
• is necessary to avoid confusion with the code of another major/Honours specialisation; 
• is necessary to align with changes in the disciplinary field; 
• better reflects the title of the major/Honours specialisation; 
• is necessary in other circumstances on a case-by-case basis. 

9. Responsible Organisational Entity (ROE) of a 
major/Honours   specialisation 

A new ROE is necessary: 
• to accommodate organisational realignment; 
• where changes have been made or will be made to the academic content of one or more of the units which 

in turn require a change in the teaching responsibilities for the major/Honours specialisation. 

10. Rescission of Major or Honours specialisation Where: 
• Major /Honours specialisation 
• the major/Honours specialisation is no longer part of a disciplinary field; 
• the major/Honours specialisation is out-dated; 
• the major/Honours specialisation has been replaced by another major/Honours specialisation; 
• there is no academic expertise available to teach relevant units within the major/Honours specialisation; 
• the major/Honours specialisation has been subsumed into a new major/Honours specialisation; or  
• the rescission is necessary in other circumstances on a case-by-case basis. 

11. Introduction, rescission, or  unavailability of  
specialisation within an approved major 

 
 
 
 
 

Specialisation to be introduced, rescinded, or made unavailable within an approved major: 
• to accommodate the teaching of a disciplinary field within the major; 
• where there is no academic expertise to teach units contained in the specialisation; 
• where it is no longer being taught or is no longer relevant; or 
• where it has been replaced by another specialisation of a different disciplinary field. 

 
Where a specialisation is being introduced or made available the learning outcomes of the units comprising the 
specialisation must be mapped to the outcomes of the major. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP16%2F5
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Item Circumstances in which changes are made and requirements, where relevant: 
12. Subject pre-requisites for an approved major Where: 

• there are proposed changes to the: 
o academic content of the major; 
o content of the approved pre-requisites; or 

• the pre-requisite is unavailable. 
 
Any change to the subject pre-requisites for a major must: 
• ensure that the change provides for the sequential building of academic knowledge; 
• provide learning progression and academic coherence; and 
• must be in accordance with the  University Policy on: Admission (Coursework) 

13. Corequisites of an approved major Removal of a requirement for a corequisite for a major where the structure or academic content of the: 
• major requiring the corequisite major has changed; or 
• corequisite major has changed. 

Replacement of an existing corequisite major with another major where: 
• the academic content of the existing corequisite major is no longer relevant to the dependant major; or 
• the content of the dependant major has changed. Any change to the corequisite major must: 

o ensure that the change provides for the sequential building of academic knowledge; and 
o provide learning progression and academic coherence. 

14. Incompatibility of an approved major Where the content of one or both majors that were considered incompatible has changed such that the majors 
concerned are no longer considered incompatible. To be compatible at least four units out of the eight that comprise 
a pair of majors must be distinctive. 

15. Student categories for an approved Honours 
specialisation 

Where practical or other constraints, such as a change in the mode of delivery, require such changes. 

 
 
 

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP16%2F5
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Schedule 6: Development Criteria for a minor 

1. Structure and unit sequence Unit Level Minor (24 credit points of core and/or options) with normally 
Level 1 Either 6 or 12 credit points (one or two units) 
Level 2 At least 6 credit points (one unit) 
Level 3 No more than 12 credit points (two units) 

2. Uniqueness of minor An undergraduate minor must have a distinctive disciplinary or interdisciplinary rationale underpinned by substantial 
research expertise and reflected in the set of units that comprise the minor. 
The relevant board(s) may, in exceptional circumstances, approve a request from a discipline to offer more than one minor 
in the same area of knowledge, where there is a strong academic reason. 

 
A minor must clearly demonstrate one or more of the following characteristics: 
• Be comprised of Language or Mathematics and Statistics units (as detailed in Schedule 1); 
• Constitute a discrete and recognised sub-discipline; 
• Be comprised of units that are thematically linked along a recognised interdisciplinary area of knowledge; or, 
• Be comprised of units that are thematically linked around a recognised set of professional or sector skills and knowledge. 

3. Developmental Progression The sequence of units within a minor must: 
• have academic coherence and conceptual development from Level 1 to at least Level 2; and  
• be taken sequentially from Level 1 to Level 3. 

4. Learning Outcomes Learning outcomes must be: 
• aligned to the learning pedagogy of the minor; 
• consistent with the knowledge paradigm associated with the minor; and 
• mapped to the academic objectives of the minor; and learning outcomes of the units comprising the minor. 

5. Educational Principles Minors must demonstrate alignment with the  UWA Educational Principles. 

6. Subject Pre-requisite for a minor Must be in accordance with the University Policy on: Admission (Coursework) 

 
MINORS – Structured Design Principles 

1. Structure of minor – 24 point (4 units), comprising: 
a. Four core units; or 
b. Three core units and a single option; or 
c. Two core units and two options. 

2. Normally, a maximum of six units associated with the minor. 
3. Coherence, within a sub-disciplinary, cross-disciplinary or skills-based field. 
4. Strong academic rationale with ‘random’ selection of options across the discipline not permitted.  
5. Pre-requisites, if essential. 
6. Normally, incompatibility with majors in the same disciplinary field. 
7. A  sequence which is not simply a subset of that comprising one major. 

 
 

http://www.worldclasseducation.uwa.edu.au/student-experience/principles
http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP16%2F5
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Schedule 7: Development Criteria for Degree-Level Foundational Units 

1. Structure and unit sequence Unit Level Up to 24 credit points of degree-level Foundational Units can be required comprised of: 

Level 1 Up to 24 credit points (four units) 

Level 2 Up to 12 credit points (two units) 

2. Academic rationale Degree-level Foundational Units must demonstrate relevance to the overall learning outcomes and/or knowledge paradigm of the 
relevant degree. Foundational units may address cross-disciplinary themes relevant to the entire suite of majors in the degree, 
or they may address core disciplinary knowledge that is relevant to all other majors across the degree. 

3. Developmental Progression Where degrees include Foundational Units at Level 2 they must: 
• have academic coherence and conceptual development from Level 1 to Level 3; and  
• be taken sequentially from Level 1 to Level 3. 

4. Learning Outcomes Learning outcomes must be: 
• aligned to the learning pedagogy of the degree; 
• consistent with the knowledge paradigm associated with the degree; and  
• mapped to the academic objectives of the degree. 

5. Embedding Communication Skills Foundational units may be used at the Degree level to demonstrate that communication skill development is clearly identifiable in 
curriculum content, pedagogy, and assessment; and occurs in each of the following dimensions: 
• written skills; 
• oral presentation skills; 
• critical thinking and information literacy skills; and 
• relevant interpersonal skills, such as active listening, teamwork, and negotiation. 

6. Subject Pre-requisite for Foundational 
units 

Must be in accordance with the  University Policy on: Admission: Coursework 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP16%2F5
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Schedule 8: Degree Requirements 

UWA Undergraduate degree / 
awards 

Degree requirements: To take out the relevant award students must successfully complete: 

Associate Degree Level 1 or  2 units, to the value of 72 to 96 points, which must have a distinctive disciplinary rationale, which relates to the academic 
objectives of the course. 

Bachelor's Degree  144 credit points (24 units), including: 
• no more than 72 credit points undertaken at Level 1; and 
• at least 72 credit points undertaken at Levels 2 and 3 including at least 18 credit points at Level 3; and 
• broadening units as set out in Section 6.1 of the policy; and 
• a degree-specific major. 

Students commencing an undergraduate degree course at the University are required to take at least 6 credit points (one unit) of their 
major at Level 3 at the University, or 12 credit points (normally two units) in the case of an extended major. 

Bachelor's Degree (Graduate Entry)  96 credit points (16 units), including: 
• no more than 48 credit points undertaken at Level 1; and 
• at least 48 credit points undertaken at Levels 2 and 3 including at least 18 credit points at Level 3; and 
• broadening units as set out in Section 6.1 of the policy; and 
• a degree-specific major. 

Commencing students seeking recognition of prior learning are required to take at least 6 credit points (one unit) of their major at Level 3 
at the University, or 12 credit points (normally two units) in the case of an extended major. 

Integrated Honours 192 credit points (32 units) comprising: 
• 144 credit points (24 units) of undergraduate component, including: (i) no more than 72 credit points undertaken at Level 1; 

o at least 72 credit points undertaken at Levels 2 and 3 including at least 18 credit points at Level 3; (iii) broadening units to 
be met as set out in Section 6.1 of the policy 

o a degree-specific major. 
• 48 credit points (8 units) of Honours component, including: 

o at least 24 credit points of coursework units undertaken at Level 4 and/or Level 5; and 
o at least 24 credit points of dissertation units, undertaken at Level 4 and/or Level 5 in accordance with the University Policy 

on Courses: Coursework Dissertation, and normally completed over two consecutive semesters; and 
o at least 12 credit points (2 units) of the 48 credit points undertaken at Level 4. 

End-on Honours An end-on Honours specialisation comprising 48 credit points (8 units) including:  
• 24 credit points of coursework units undertaken at Level 4 and/or Level 5; and 
• 24 credit points of dissertation units, undertaken at Level 4 and/or Level 5 in accordance with the University Policy on 

Courses: Coursework Dissertation, and normally completed over two consecutive semesters; and 
• at least 12 credit points (2 units) of the 48 credit points (8 units) are undertaken at Level 4. 

 

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP15%2F6
http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP15%2F6
http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP15%2F6
http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP15%2F6
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Advanced Bachelor’s Degree as exit award 
from Combined Bachelor- Master’s Course 

144 credit points (24 units), including: 
• 120 credit points of undergraduate units, including 

o no more than 60 credit points undertaken at Level 1; and 
o at least 60 credit points undertaken at Levels 2 and 3 including at least 18 credit points at Level 3; and 
o a degree-specific major; and 

• at least 24 credit points of postgraduate units undertaken at Level 4 and/or Level 5. 

Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) 192 credit points (32 units) comprising: 
• 144 credit points (24 units) of undergraduate component, including: (i) no more than 72 credit points undertaken at Level 

1; and 
o at least 72 credit points undertaken at Levels 2 and 3 including at least 24 credit points at Level 3; and 
o broadening units as set out in 6.1 of the policy; and 
o normally at least 1 LOTE unit; and 
o a degree-specific major; and 

• an Honours specialisation comprising 48 credit points (8 units) including: 
o 24 credit points of coursework units undertaken at Level 4 and/or Level 5; and 
o 24 credit points of dissertation units undertaken at Level 4 and/or Level 5 in accordance with the University Policy 

on 
Courses: Coursework Dissertation, and normally completed over two consecutive semesters; and 

o at least 12 credit points (2 units) of the 48 credit points undertaken at Level 4. 
• a research project leading to studies in research methods and project management in their second and third academic 

years; 
• appropriate assessment to demonstrate outstanding skills in both spoken and written communication in their second, third, 

and fourth year; 
• the University's residential program on commencement of the degree course; and 
• one semester of study abroad (which may include a research placement) that must normally be undertaken after the Level 

1 units are completed and before the Level 3 units are completed (a scholarship is available for this purpose). 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP15%2F6
http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP15%2F6
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Schedule 9: Student Requirements 

 
To fulfill the requirements of an undergraduate course, a student must: 
1. Achieve the required volume of learning as specified in the rules of their enrolled course as approved in accordance with this policy. This can be achieved through a combination 

of:  
a) any advanced standing granted towards the student’s course attempt, noting that advanced standing granted must be in accordance with the limits on credit 

specified in the Policy on Advanced Standing; 
b) any implicit cross-credit embodied in the rules for a combined course; and  
c) units completed within the course, all of which must be Level 1,2 or 3 units.   

 
2. In the case of a Bachelor’s Degree Course, Graduate Entry Bachelor’s Degree Course, or an Integrated Honours Course students complete a degree-specific major as identified 

in the course rules, noting that students must complete at least half the units specified at Level 3 within their degree-specific Major within their currently enrolled course. 
 

3. In the case of an Integrated Honours Course students complete an Honours specialisation as specified in the rules of their course as well as any other core units. 
 

4. Complete any Foundation unit required by the rules for their course. 
 

5. Complete four broadening units not associated with their degree-specific major, unless the volume of learning of their degree-specific major does not leave 24 points’ volume 
of learning free to accommodate this. 
 

6. In the case of a Bachelor’s Degree Course, Graduate Entry Bachelor’s Degree Course, or an Integrated Honours Course students complete at least 24 points at Level 3.  
 

7. In the case of a Combined Course the student completes the requirements of the other component of their course, which may be another Bachelor’s degree described in this 
policy or a higher-level award. 
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