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Naming and

Acknowledgement
Policy

Acknowledgement

The University of Western Australia acknowledges that its Crawley campus is situated on Whadjuk Noongar land, and that the Whadjuk Noongar people remain the spiritual and cultural custodians of their land, and continue to practise their values, languages, beliefs and knowledge.

Note ​— Albany campus is on Noongar land but not Whadjuk. 

1 Purpose

The purpose of this Policy is to —

establish practices by which the University may recognise an individual or an organisation who has supported the University through distinguished service and/or an outstanding contribution, or provide acknowledgement required under contract, by naming entities in their honour; and

establish practices for recognising Aboriginal Cultural Heritage on Campus to support the vision of the University as a place of Learning on Country.
In this Policy —
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This policy is to be read in conjunction with the following —

Naming Policy Control Document.

2 Scope

2.1 Institutional Scope

The scope of this Policy applies to the entire University.

2.2 Individual Scope

The scope of this Policy applies to the entire University Community.
3 Naming Opportunities
Naming opportunities may include the following entities —

academic positions;

buildings or sections of buildings where the identification refers to the building itself or an external feature such as a wing;

academic schools or departments;

Research Entities, institutes, and other initiatives;

significant Research equipment/infrastructure; 

sections of buildings, such as theatres, laboratories, and conference, lecture, seminar, and tutorial rooms, where the identification refers to an internal feature;

outdoor facilities and areas, such as gardens, courtyards, ovals, playing fields, plazas, roads, walkways, ornamental structures, pools, and fountains;

pedestrian pathways;

places associated with the Crawley Campus Cultural Heritage Mapping: Bilya Kaatajin;

Prizes and Scholarships;

other entities or collections, including virtual, recommended for naming after consultation with the Vice-Chancellor.

The University may recognise an individual or an organisation who has supported the University through distinguished service, an outstanding contribution, or acknowledgement required under contract by naming entities in their honour.

The University will acknowledge appropriate Aboriginal recognition in the naming of buildings, landscaping, and thoroughfare features in accordance with the Naming Policy Control Document.

The appropriate Aboriginal Local Elders and Leaders, including the UWA Cultural Advisor, must be engaged in a genuine way in the decision-making and approval process relating to Indigenous names, signage, and art.
When recognition is on account of a financial contribution from either a donation, sponsorship, endowment or Research grant, the entity may be named directly after the Supporter, or it may retain, or be given a functional title after which the Supporter may be recorded.

Supporter means a Donor, Corporate sponsor, Research funding body, Bequest Donor or other individual who has made a significant financial or other contribution to the University.

3.1 Academic Positions

Naming of academic positions will be restricted to those organisations or individuals who contribute the funding for an academic position.

Naming an academic position after a distinguished Academic Employee or other University Officer may be considered where they have contributed directly and significantly to the cost of establishing the academic position.

The Vice-Chancellor may recommend the naming of an academic position after a distinguished Academic Employee or other University Officer, or former Employee/University Officer, in accordance with the Naming Policy Control Document.
3.2 Buildings

All buildings on Campus must have an official name which is registered by Campus Management. 

Buildings will be given, wherever possible, a descriptor of the primary function of the building.

Buildings must be given a reference number for ease of identification e.g. on a map in case of emergency.

3.2.1 Naming Buildings for Individuals

Naming of buildings will be restricted to —

major Supporters who make a direct and major contribution to the capital cost of constructing that building; or

individuals who have given extraordinarily distinguished service to the University, in accordance with the Naming Policy Control Document.
3.2.2 Naming Buildings for Organisations

The University will consider the naming of a building in recognition of an organisation when that organisation provides 100% of the capital cost of the building in accordance with the Naming Policy Control Document.
The University may consider the naming of a building or part of a building in recognition of an organisation when that organisation provides less than 100% of the capital cost of the building in accordance with the Naming Policy Control Document. 
The University will also take into consideration, the duration of a corporate sponsorship or Research funding contract when considering naming a building after an organisation.

3.2.3 Naming Academic Institutes, Schools, Centres or Departments 

The University will consider the naming of an academic institute, school, centre or department in recognition of an organisation when that organisation provides a significant endowment funding that will provide ongoing funding towards the ongoing costs of the academic school or department.

3.2.4 Lecture Theatres, Laboratories, Walks, Gardens, and other Facilities

The University will not consider naming facilities and landscape features after a University Officer until after their employment with the University has concluded. 

Unless Senate determines otherwise, an individual's or organisation's name may be used only once in naming a perpetual University position, facility, or landscape feature.

Negotiations for the naming of a particular facility may be initiated by the Vice-Chancellor, by Heads of School/Institute or Centre, or through Development and Alumni Relations or through the Office of Research with a Supporter or other interested parties.

Commemorative plaques may be used to recognise Supporters in appropriate locations.

When a proposal involves the use of the name of a deceased person, Senate's approval must be contingent on the agreement of that person's next of kin, where possible, or the Executor of their Estate.

Where a major building project is to be undertaken, a recognition plan must be proposed for the building, or parts of the building and its surroundings. Such a plan will require the endorsement of the Vice-Chancellor, following which they will make a recommendation to Senate for approval.

The Vice-Chancellor may recommend to Senate that the use of a Supporter’s name be discontinued in the event that the flow of funds agreed in the contract or gift agreement ceases before the agreed duration of payment.

4 Tenure of Naming 

The University, on advice of Development and Alumni Relations, will review named entities (refer to 3A) every ten years, or in the following circumstances ‑—

if a named building or landscape feature is going to be demolished, the University may apply the name to another building for the remaining agreed period, in consultation with the Supporter, if applicable, and in accordance with this Policy;

if the naming above is after a former Chancellor, the University must apply the name to another building or other physical facility in perpetuity; 

naming opportunities from corporate sponsorships or Research funding bodies should be granted for a minimum of five years or for the duration of the grant;

naming in perpetuity may only be considered when a gift of a capital fund will generate sufficient funds in perpetuity;

the University reserves the right to withdraw naming at any time, if the name of an individual or organisation, which has been bestowed upon a facility, comes into disrepute in the University or in the general community. In such an instance the Vice-Chancellor will recommend to Senate that the use of the name be discontinued and, if applicable, the relevant contractual clause is invoked;

an individual, corporate or funding body formally contacts the Vice-Chancellor and/or Senate and requests for the associated naming or acknowledgement to be removed.

Definitions
Academic Employee is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.

Bequest Donor is defined in the Gift Acceptance and Governance Policy.

Campus is defined in the Campus Space Policy.

Donor is defined in the Gift Acceptance and Governance Policy.
Employee is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.
Policy is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.

Prize is defined in the Prizes Policy.

Research is defined in the Research Integrity Policy.

Research Entities is defined in the Research Entities Policy.

Scholarship is defined in the Establishment and Award of Scholarships Policy.

Supporter is defined in section 3

University is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.
University Community is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.

University Officer is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.
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