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Collections
Policy

1 Purpose

The purpose of this Policy is to —

manage and safeguard the Collections of Artworks, Cultural Material and Scientific Specimens of the University on behalf of the University Community.

contribute to providing world-class education, research and community engagement for the advancement of the prosperity and welfare of our communities.
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This Policy is to be read in conjunction with the following —
UWA Art Collection Acquisition Control Document; 
UWA Art Collection Deaccession and Removal Control Document;
UWA Art Collection Display Request Control Document; and

collections registers.

2 Scope

2.1 Institutional Scope

The scope of this Policy applies to the following Collections —

University of Western Australia Art Collection;

The Berndt Museum of Anthropology Collections;

The Cruthers Collection of Women’s Art; and

The Edward de Courcy Clarke Earth Science Museum Collection.

2.2 Individual Scope

The scope of this Policy applies to the entire University Community.

3 Collections

Collection means any Artworks, Cultural Materials and Scientific Specimens that form a coherent group, as listed in the Collections Register.

Artwork means paintings, drawings, artist sketchbooks, illustrated books, prints, decorative arts, sculpture, installation art, photography, video art and new media.

Cultural Material means any object embedded with cultural knowledge, including Artworks, objects and archive records.

Scientific Specimen means an item, substance, organism, fossil, mineral, or part of such that is used for scientific reference, teaching and/or research.  

4 Collection Management

The Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery Board will be responsible for the management of the University of Western Australia Art Collection.

The Pro Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Education) will be responsible for the safekeeping of the Berndt Museum of Anthropology Collections.

The Cruthers Collection of Women’s Art Advisory Committee will be responsible for the management of the Cruthers Collection of Women’s Art.

The Head of School of Earth Science will be responsible for the management of the Edward de Courcy Clarke Earth Science Museum Collection.

5 Legal Title

The University must evidence clear legal title for all Artworks and Cultural Materials permanently acquired by the University.  

6 Premises, Protection and Security

The University must provide adequate premises with a suitable environment for the storage, transportation and/or display of Collections in accordance with the mission of each Collection.

The University must develop and manage appropriate plans and systems will protect Collections against natural and human-made disasters.

The University must develop and manage appropriate plans for the security of Collections against theft or damage when displaying, exhibiting, working on, storing and transporting Collections.  

The University must be assured that Collections are covered by adequate insurance, including during transportation and loan of Collections.

7 Collections Resourcing

The University may resource any activity regarding a Collection through corporate sponsorship and/or Philanthropic Giving at the discretion of the Vice-Chancellor, DVC Education, relevant collection board or advisory committee as relevant. 

The University will maintain control of the context and integrity of each Collection regardless of the source of any external funding.

8 Collection Management 

The relevant collection managers and/or curatorial and collection staff will be responsible for developing control documentation for the Collections under their care for the management of —

Acquisition;

access, display and use;

storage;

loss;

conservation;

loans;

insurance;

repatriation; and

Deaccession and Disposal.

Acquisition means taking ownership through purchase, commission, Bequest, Donation, transfer or exchange.
Deaccession means the permanent separation of Artworks, Cultural Material and Scientific Specimens from a Collection.
Disposal means the termination of legal title of Artworks, Cultural Material and Scientific Specimens.

9 Authentication 

The relevant collection board or advisory committee will subject all Acquisitions of Artworks and Cultural Material to identification and authentication practices, in accordance with the relevant control documentation.

9.1 Provenance

The University must make every effort to prevent the illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of Artworks and Cultural Materials.

The relevant collection board or advisory committee will establish the full history of Artworks and Cultural Materials since discovery or production, before entering into Acquisition arrangements.

The University may act as an authorised repository for unprovenanced, illicitly collected or recovered Artworks or Cultural Materials.

The University will not display or exhibit unprovenanced Artworks or Cultural Materials.
10 Transfer of Artworks and Cultural Materials

Transfer of Artworks and Cultural Materials (transfers) means the transfer of legal title for Artworks or Cultural Materials, and may include exchange for other Artworks or Cultural Materials of equal value by both parties.  

The relevant board or advisory committee must approve all transfers following acquisition or disposal approvals by the Vice-Chancellor (or delegate).

The relevant collection managers and/or curatorial and collections staff will be responsible for managing and storing the appropriate transfer documentation, including the relevant Acquisition proposal. 

Definitions
Acquisition is defined in section 8

Artwork is defined in section 3

Bequest is defined in the Gift Acceptance and Governance Policy.

Collections is defined in section 3

Cultural Material is defined in section 3

Deaccession is defined in section 8

Disposal is defined in section 8

Donation is defined in the Gift Acceptance and Governance Policy.

Philanthropic Giving is defined in the Gift Acceptance and Governance Policy

Policy is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.

Scientific Specimens is defined in section 3

Transfer of Artworks and Cultural Materials is defined in section 10

University Community is defined in the Policy Framework Policy.

University is defined in the Policy Framework Policy
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