
STRANGE SENSATION 
31 July – 19 September 2026

EXHIBITION INVITES AUDIENCES TO EMBRACE UNCERTAINTY, AMBIGUITY 
AND UNEASE

Strange Sensation is a new exhibition opening at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery (LWAG) which brings 
together contemporary artworks ranging from distorted portraits to surreal sculpture.

Drawn from The University of Western Australia’s Art Collection, Strange Sensation includes artworks 
which unsettle our perceptions of reality and disturb our sense of the familiar.  

The exhibition includes artists whose practices investigate identity, memory, bodily transformation, 
haunting and sensory perception, provoking the subconscious forces which underlie our encounters with 
images. 

Encompassing photography, painting, moving image and sculpture, Strange Sensation invites audiences 
to embrace uncertainty, ambiguity and emotional unease, and to tune into their intuition. 

Curator of The UWA Art Collection, Bryony Nainby, said “The artworks in the exhibition blur the boundaries 
between human and non-human, and reality and dreams.  Many of these works depict recognisable 
things, such as faces or bodies, but they shift into psychologically charged or unexpectedly strange terrain.” 

“Rather than offering straightforward narratives, the works encourage curiosity, imagination and emotional 
responses, engaging viewers in visual experiences that feel dreamlike, uncanny or quietly unsettling.” 

Director of the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, Dr Theo Costantino, said “Strange Sensation is visually 
compelling but also emotionally resonant. It presents contemporary artworks which explore perception, 
memory, discomfort and uncertainty, and in an image-saturated world, asks audiences to reflect on why 
representations exert such a powerful effect on our bodies and emotions.”  
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Image: Rodney Glick, Defaced [defaced], 2005-2007, altered colour photograph, 72.3 x 74 cm, The University of Western Australia Art Collection, University Senate 
Grant, 2008, © Rodney Glick 2005-07
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Artists in the exhibition include: Jack Ball, Pat Brassington, Jacobus Capone, Sarah Elson, Anne Ferran, 
Rodney Glick, Teelah George, Deborah Paauwe, David Rosetzky, Darren Siwes, Paul Uhlmann, Julia 
Robinson, Miriam Stannage and Ken Unsworth. The exhibition has been co-curated by Bryony Nainby and 
Brent Harrison from the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery. 

Strange Sensation opens at LWAG in the evening of Thursday 30 July alongside two other exhibitions and 
runs until 19 September. The gallery is open Tuesday to Sunday from 11am to 4pm and admission is free. 
For more information or to register for the opening night please visit the gallery website.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Images:  
Images for Strange Sensation available here

Website:  
https://www.uwa.edu.au/lwag/exhibitions/strange-sensation

MEDIA REFERENCE:

Annelies Gartner, UWA PR and Media Manager on 08 6488 6876 or annelies.gartner@uwa.edu.au

Ruth McCann, Digital Media and Communications Officer on 0416 829 514 or ruth.mccann@uwa.edu.au

Image: Jack Ball, Reverberate (still), 2013, single channel High Definition digital video, silent, colour, duration 7 minutes, The University of Western Australia Art 
Collection, University Senate Grant, 2013, © the artist
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