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Application to conduct research on UWA Farm Ridgefield
2027
Please note, to coordinate and be considered within the constraints of the Ridgefield Farm Budgeting plans, Applications to Conduct Research on UWA Farm Ridgefield are due each year by end of February. We understand research funding and project plans are not always confirmed by this date and applications will be considered throughout the year, however, there is no guarantee projects can be included within the constraints of farm planning and budget.

Prior to completing and submitting this application, the Chief Investigator must contact the Farm Manager to discuss the project, seek the Farm Manager’s approval and reach an agreement on the Farm Manager’s time and expertise (including costs) required for the project. Email evidence of the agreed time and costs must be attached to your submission. 
All sections of the form must be completed; if a section is not relevant to your application enter ‘N/A’ (not applicable).
Once completed, please email this form to the IOA Business Manager ioa@uwa.edu.au 

1. Background information

Researchers working at UWA Farm Ridgefield must be familiar with the information in the Visitor and User Induction. 
Any land area negatively affected by research conducted on UWA Farm Ridgefield must be returned to an agreed condition, at the expense of the researcher, once work on the project has ceased.
By completing this application, researchers agree to acknowledge UWA Farm Ridgefield in all presentations / publications of their research. In addition, researchers agree to present their research at UWA Farm Ridgefield Open Days, if required.
2. Project Details
	Project title
	

	Start date
	

	Completion date
	



3. Contact Details
Please include your contact details below, so the Farm Manager can reach at least one person in an emergency. Contact details of additional researchers/visitors may be added if you wish.
Mobile phone reception is poor at Ridgefield. You must have access to a Telstra mobile while at Ridgefield and it is suggested you connect a mobile phone to your field vehicle or carry a portable UHF radio (Channel 19).
	Person 1: Name
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Person 2: Name
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Person 3: Name
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Person 4: Name
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Person 5: Name
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Person 6: Name
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	





4. Project Overview
Please provide a brief project overview, including:
· Hypothesis/hypotheses, supporting scientific rationale, and an experimental plan
· Implications of your research and how it contributes to the vision of the UWA Best Practice Farming Systems (BPFS) Project
	Lead organisation
	

	Partner organisations
	

	Communications/ media contact
	

	Project narrative
	

	Objectives
	

	Locations
	

	Key activities
	

	Outcomes
	

	Implications
	

	Publications/
communication material
	



5. Additional information
	Experimental protocol
Full details of expected starting and finishing dates for all important operations (e.g. planting, harvesting, spraying, movement of machinery or animals, other routine operations).
	

	Postgraduate students
Is this project likely to involve postgraduate students? If so, how many and what is their likely role (research) in the project? Are these students familiar with farm protocols and rules?
	

	Animal Ethics Committee (AEC)
Does your project use animals? If so, have you applied for Animal Ethics Approval with UWA? Please provide: 1) UWA AEC Approval Number, 2) Dates your project is approved to run, 3) Copy of approval.
	

	Undergraduate class
If the primary purpose is for teaching, please list the unit and number of students.
	





Resources required
	Land
Indicate the number of hectares and the most desired position on UWA Farm Ridgefield, with reasons. Attach a map if necessary.
	

	Farm manager’s time and expertise
Please indicate the Farm Manager’s time (hrs) you require. Please note, this time must have been previously agreed with the Farm Manager and an email indicating this agreement with the Farm Manager to be included with this application.
	

	Machinery
Please outline any machinery requirements. If you are bringing machinery onto the farm, it must be cleaned and any operators must be experienced. If you wish to use any of the farm equipment, you must demonstrate your competence to the Farm Manager.
	

	Accommodation
Will you be spending night/s on the farm, or are you likely to be making day trips from Perth? If you plan to stay at the farm, please submit a booking request application, available on the UWA Farm Ridgefield website.
	

	Charges
If external to UWA, please supply details of Accounts Payable Contact.
Costs and fees for research are included below.

	














Associated Costs of Conducting Research on UWA Farm Ridgefield – 2027
*Please note, all costs are at the discretion of the Farm Manager and must be resolved prior to approval / commencement of research project.

	Item
	External (non-UWA) Cost
	Description

	Land Charge
Opportunity cost of cropping or pasture land



	$2,500 plus $400/ ha for areas greater than 8ha
	Flag fall plus per hectare charge for areas greater than 8ha. 
Land charge incurred on an annual basis and does not include fencing. 


	Fencing
	Based on contractor rate
	

	Livestock
	$13 per ewe (pasture based; low mgt, mob based)
$26 per ewe + $10 daily rate (intensive mgt, grating, feedlot)

These costs assume livestock are returned to the flock at the end of the experiment.
	*Please see table below indicating key livestock dates for Ridgefield in 2027. If livestock research is to be undertaken during any of these periods, additional costs may be incurred. Additional costs will depend on impact on Ridgefield livestock activities and will be at the discretion of the Farm Manager.



	Farm Manager’s time
	$180 per hour
	

	Farm Assistant’s time
	$86 per hour

	

	Tractor 
	$250 per hour
	Includes operator time and fuel

	Harvester
	$600 per hour

	Includes operator time and fuel

	Boom Spray
	$250 per hour
	Includes operator time and fuel

	Truck
	$5.00 per km

	Includes operator time and fuel

	Consumables
	At retail price
	




*Key Livestock activity dates at Ridgefield in 2027
Any research proposal which includes a change to key dates (essentially a change in time of lambing or shearing) has a major disruptive impact on the farm livestock program with additional resources and cost as a consequence. If livestock research is to be undertaken during any of these periods, additional costs may be incurred and these costs will depend on impact on Ridgefield livestock activities and will be at the discretion of the Farm Manager.
Therefore, where possible we suggest integrating your research protocol, to avoid incurring additional costs.
In addition, for the efficiency of data collection and to minimise additional husbandry fees, we list below other dates where we plan to have the sheep through the yards.  Resources and costs can be minimised by coordinating your research plans with these dates if you wish to do so. 

	Estimated
Dates in 2027
	Key Activity
	Associated Activity
	Other Activities

	16-20 Jan
	
	
	Draft ewes to remove culls, create sale mobs

	16 Jan
	
	
	Weaner bodyweight 
Feeding adjustment

	23-27 Jan
	Ewe and weaner shearing
	Backline for Lice
	

	13-15 February
	Rams In
	Draft into mating groups
	

	27 February
	
	
	Weaner bodyweight 
Feeding adjustment

	20-21 March 
	Rams Out
	
	

	17 April
	
	
	Weaner bodyweight 
Feeding adjustment

	1-5 May
	Scanning
	Draft into twinners, singles and drys
	

	26-30 June
	
	
	Split ewes into lambing groups,
Clik breech,
Put in lambing paddocks

	13July-18 Aug
	Lambing
	
	

	June-July
	
	
	Ewe hoggets drench, timing according to FEC monitoring

	25 Aug – 8 Sep
	Marking
	Eartag, Ring rams, tail dock, Glanvac 3s(B12), Gudair
Breech wrinkle score
Urine stain score
Wet/Dry Ewes
	

	11 September
	
	
	Ram Examination

	15 -24 Oct
	Weaning
	Drench ewes
Glanvac 3S, Drench Lambs.
	

	27 Oct – 8 Nov
	Crutching ewes
Crutch and Wig Lambs
	Dag Score hoggets
	

	15 Nov
	
	
	Draft weaners into tops and tail
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