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In 1999 the Albany Centre was established, delivering 
high-quality learning and teaching for undergraduate 
students. Twenty years on, the University offers full 
undergraduate degrees in Arts, Commerce and Science, 
and supports the first year of most undergraduate 
degrees. Postgraduate degrees are also provided through 
the expertise of local research academics.

In 2001 the Centre of Excellence in Natural Resource 
Management (CENRM) opened. It focused on targeted, 
cost-effective and innovative research and research 
training, with a view to enhancing the environmental, 
economic, social and cultural wellbeing of the Great 
Southern and elsewhere. In 2019 CENRM amalgamated 
with the UWA School of Agriculture and Environment, and 
continues to provide integrated research with a strong 
industry and community focus.

The Rural Clinical School of Western Australia (RCSWA) 
was established in 2002 with the explicit goal of attracting 
more doctors to regional, rural and remote practice, 
and the placement of medical students from UWA, 
the University of Notre Dame (since 2007) and Curtin 
University (from 2020) has been coordinated by RCSWA. 
Students have the opportunity to spend an academic 
year training in a regional, rural or remote location with 
the expectation that this experience will increase the 
likelihood that, after graduation, they will choose to 
practise in regional areas. 

The Albany headquarters of the Wave Energy Research 
Centre (WERC) was established in early 2018 as a 
knowledge hub for the ocean renewable-energy industry. 
The Centre brings together ocean engineering research 
into oceanography (the placement of wave-energy 
devices and their downstream effects), hydrodynamics 
or wave-structure interaction (the performance and 
survivability of devices), and geotechnical engineering 
or foundation design (a very costly component of device 

Welcome to 
UWA Albany

deployments). Over the past three years, the Centre 
has created and maintained strong links with domestic 
and international industry, State and local government, 
academic institutions, and the local community. The 
Centre’s headquarters are in the Great Southern Marine 
Research Facility, which also houses other UWA marine 
science staff.

For the past 20 years UWA Albany has provided the Great Southern 
community with access to higher education and research opportunities.
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OUR VISION 
UWA will have a vibrant regional campus in Albany, 
embedded in the Great Southern community, delivering 
high-quality education, research and services that both 
reflect the strengths and needs of the Great Southern 
region and are valued by the rest of the University.

OUR MISSION
The Albany campus is an integral part of UWA, committed 
to helping the University meet its broader mission while 
benefiting the Great Southern region through focused 
education, research and community activities that reflect 
the richness and diversity of the region.
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New online learning options
COVID-19 had a major impact on the delivery of teaching 
and learning at the University in 2020, with the challenge 
of working from home necessitating a transition to fully 
online delivery. This provided UWA with the opportunity 
to develop innovative online learning experiences for 
students, and academic staff in Albany used technology 
to develop creative virtual field experiences and  
engaging tutorials.

Funding
Dr Peter Speldewinde was part of a research  
collaboration that obtained funding from ACIAR 
(Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research) 
for the ZOOMAL project, which researches zoonotic 
malaria transmission in Indonesia, examining the 
relationship between malaria and land use. The project is 
coordinated by Menzies School of Health Research and 
is a collaboration between Menzies, UWA, University 
of Sumatera Utara (Indonesia), Eijkman Institute for 
Molecular Biology (Indonesia) and other Australian and 
Indonesian universities.

The Wave Energy Research Centre was successful in 
attracting a grant under the New Technology Proving 
scheme, which provides direct investment into piloting 
new technologies, methods and approaches to improve 
process, fill data gaps and create impact. The grant 
allows the WERC team and a new Technical Research 
Officer at the Albany node to explore low-cost wave-
buoy technology over a range of oceanic conditions, and 
determine their reliability for long-term deployments that 
have traditionally been very expensive and complex.

UWA Albany secured $660,000 of federal funding 
through the Destination Australia program, to encourage 
domestic and international students to study and live 
in regional Australia. Successful students will receive 
$15,000 per year for the duration of their course, with  
the first scholarships being awarded in 2021.

2020 Highlights

Chancellor and Vice-
Chancellor visit Albany
UWA Chancellor Robert French AC visited in June to 
learn about the research happening at UWA Albany.

Appointed in 2020, Vice-Chancellor Professor Amit 
Chakma visited the UWA Albany campus in September. 
Professor Chakma met with key stakeholders and visited 
the newly completed student accommodation operated 
by Advance Housing.

Children’s University
The aim of Children’s University is to create a passion for 
lifelong learning, and foster the educational aspirations 
of students from diverse backgrounds. With generous 
support from Rio Tinto, UWA partnered with Edith Cowan 
University and Children’s University Australasia to form 
the Children’s University WA Partnership in 2020.

Children’s University at UWA Albany is working with 
three primary schools in the Great Southern region and 
has connected with nine learning destinations, including 
Albany’s Historic Whaling Station, the Museum of the 
Great Southern, and the Wave Energy Research Centre.
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University preparation 
program
The UWA Smart Start program continued to offer people 
living in the Great Southern region an alternative pathway 
to university entrance.

Feedback from students indicated that UWA Smart Start 
was valuable in equipping them with the skills required  
to be successful in their chosen UWA course. The 
program was run in conjunction with the School of 
Indigenous Studies.

Learning 
and teaching

Undergraduate courses
The Albany Campus is committed to producing industry-
ready, well-rounded graduates.

In 2020, the Bachelor of Arts course offered a full degree 
with a choice of majors in Anthropology and Sociology, 
English and Cultural Studies, History, and Indigenous 
Knowledge, History and Heritage. The Bachelor of Science 
course offered a full degree with a choice of majors in 
Conservation Biology, Environmental Science and Marine 
Science, and students were able to complete a Bachelor 
of Commerce course with a major in Management. A 
larger range of other majors provided a wide selection for 
students completing the first year of their Arts, Biomedical 
Science, Commerce or Science course in Albany.

UWA Albany offers a wide range of undergraduate and postgraduate courses.

Learning and teaching
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The Rural Clinical School takes medical students with 
an interest in rural practice from UWA, the University of 
Notre Dame and, for the first time in 2020, from Curtin 
University. The students had a rich and diverse learning 
experience, including time in general practice in Albany, 
Mount Barker and Denmark, as well as rotations in hospital 
disciplines, community-based services, mental health, 
Aboriginal health service, and child health. Albany Health 
Campus rotations included internal medicine, emergency, 
surgery, orthopaedics, obstetrics, and psychiatry.

The challenges of lockdown and working from home 
were no match for the Rural Clinical School – already 
well-versed and comfortable with online collaboration 
and working on Zoom – and students were supported 
by online learning for six weeks. Our local medical teams 
were able to accommodate student placements on 
top of managing their own practice changes. RCSWA 
students were all able to complete their university year 
within the expected time allocated. (Their metropolitan 
counterparts were left with an additional four weeks’ 
rotation to complete over the summer break).  

RCSWA was the first university institution to conduct an 
online Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE), 
used to assess clinical skills, the technical aspects of which 
were led by the Albany RCSWA team.

In addition to clinical education, students enjoyed the 
experience of living together and exploring the beautiful 
Great Southern region. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the usual camp activities were unable to run. 
There was a camp in Katanning early in the year and a farm 
safety day.

Students developed relationships with the Follow the 
Dream program at Albany Senior High School, which links 
university student mentors with Indigenous high  
school students. 

RCSWA continued to strengthen and develop pathways 
for rural doctors, and worked in collaboration with the 
WA Country Health Service and general practice training 
providers to advance the development of rural training 
hubs. RCSWA is grateful to the local medical community 
for their generosity in teaching the doctors of the future. 

Rural Clinical School of WA (RCSWA)
Twelve medical students in their penultimate year of study 
and four students in their final year were placed in the 
Rural Clinical School in Albany in 2020.
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Enrolments 
Table 1 illustrates resident students studying in Albany 
at HECS census dates (31 Mar and 31 Aug).

 

Throughout the year students from UWA Perth visited to use the UWA Albany facilities for 
intensive units and activities. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, units with scheduled field components 
implemented alternative learning arrangements.

2019 ALBANY 
CAMPUS STUDENTS 

2020 ALBANY 
CAMPUS STUDENTS

UWA HECS 100 111

CROSS-INSTITUTIONAL 9 4

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 0 0

UWA SMART START PREPARATION COURSE 34 22

POSTGRADUATE BY COURSEWORK 5 2

POSTGRADUATE BY RESEARCH 5 9

SEMESTER 1 TOTAL 153 148

UWA HECS 104 104

CROSS-INSTITUTIONAL 7 3

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 1 0

UWA SMART START PREPARATION COURSE 27 19

POSTGRADUATE BY COURSEWORK 5 1

POSTGRADUATE BY RESEARCH 4 8

SEMESTER 2 TOTAL 148 135

TOTAL EQUIVALENT FULL TIME STUDENT LOAD (EFTSL) 81.5 78.75

2019 2020

BACHELOR OF ARTS 4 2

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 2 2

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 5 8

DIPLOMA OF SCIENCE 0 1

MASTER OF ECOTOURISM 1 0

PHD 3 1

TOTAL 15 14

Learning and teaching

Postgraduate courses
Students undertaking higher degrees by research 
investigated a range of environmental issues and topics.

Graduating students
Fourteen UWA Albany students completed their courses 
and had their achievements recognised at a presentation 
ceremony at the Albany Entertainment Centre in 
December. Table 2 provides a summary.

Scholarships and 
prizes
Scholarships and prizes provided by donors 
from the Great Southern, with a total value of 
$39,766, were awarded to 22 students.

UWA Albany acknowledges the valued 
support of local organisations and individuals 
in recognising student achievements.
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Health and medical research 
During 2020 the Rural Clinical School  
of WA (RCSWA) in Albany continued  
its program of community-focused  
health research.

Associate Professor Kirsten Auret (with Dr Terri Pikora) 
led an evaluation of specialist haematology services in the 
Great Southern region of Western Australia. 

Dr Carly Roxburgh commenced a new research initiative 
aimed at understanding the role and contribution 
of rurally based general practitioner obstetricians in 
improving maternal outcomes and healthcare satisfaction 
among rural mothers. This project was undertaken in 
collaboration with other RCSWA sites across the southern 
regions of WA, and involved a number of RCSWA 
students during 2020. 

Previous RCSWA Albany research students continued 
their engagement with the Great Southern region during 
the write-up of their research findings and submissions  
for publication.

Research
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Natural resource 
management research

Research staff undertook a wide variety  
of research projects that contributed  
to the management of natural and 
cultural resources locally, nationally  
and internationally.

Dr Paul Close worked on a number of projects, including:

• Collaborative development of a cultural wetland 
assessment protocol

• Environmental management in farm forestry: 
Impacts of blue gum plantations on water quality and 
biodiversity in small streams

• Conservation opportunities for freshwater fish and 
mussels

• Living in the city: are residential areas a valuable habitat 
for mammal wildlife? 

Professor Peter Cook was involved with the following 
projects:

• In collaboration with the Nature Conservancy, restoring 
native oysters to Oyster Harbour in Albany 

• Assessing the influence of different types of farm 
infrastructure on the success of growing the local 
oyster, Ostrea angasi, in Oyster Harbour

• In collaboration with the local aquaculture company, 
Harvest Road, investigating influence of habitat on 
growth and condition of farmed oysters 

• Investigating potential heavy metal pollution in the 
local aquatic environment at the Talison Lithium Mine, 
Greenbushes

Dr Barbara Cook undertook numerous research projects, 
including:

• Measurement of soil health

• Marine and freshwater fish diversity and conservation

• Aspects of ecotourism

• Ecology of selected threatened plant species

• Employability skills required of graduates in the 
environmental sciences

Dr Peter Speldewinde undertook a number of research 
projects, including: 

• Investigating the impact of jungle restoration on 
zoonotic malaria in Sabah, Malaysia

• Investigating the impacts of land use on zoonotic 
malaria in Indonesia 

• Eradication of feral cats on Dirk Hartog Island

Professor Stephen Hopper AC continued to work on 
several research projects investigating sustainable living 
with biodiversity, including cross-cultural studies with 
Noongar people. Specifically, subjects investigated 
included: 

• Collaborative projects with Elders on Noongar 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge – South Coast and 
Dryandra Woodlands 

• Co-editing a special issue of the Biological Journal of 
the Linnean Society devoted to OCBIL theory

• Noongar language and caring for country

• Completing papers from several PhD and Honours 
student research projects

Dr Harriet Paterson was involved with the following 
projects:

• Collaboration with the Oceans Institute at UWA, the 
University of Southampton and Zhejiang University to 
share knowledge and techniques on marine plastics 
and debris

• Annual plastics abundance on the south coast of 
Western Australia and plastics on Penguin Island  
near Fremantle 

R
esearch
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Wave Energy Research
The team based at the Great Southern Marine Research Facility was 
joined by new Technical Research Officer Matt Hatcher, who relocated 
from Nova Scotia, Canada, to commence a two-year period in Albany. 
His project to test and validate low-cost wave-buoy technologies is 
funded through the Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS). 
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Oceanography researchers Dr Mark Buckley and 
Dr Rebecca Green moved to the US, while Dr Mike 
Cuttler increased the Albany-based portion of his work. 
Oceanography PhD student Carly Portch returned to 
Perth in July to complete her project but Oceanography/
Hydrodynamics PhD student Daniel Raj David joined the 
Albany team to work closely with his co-supervisor, Dr Adi 
Kurniawan. The Facility also hosted visits from final-year 
undergraduate students Siane Lemoine, from Maastrich 
University in the Netherlands (March), and Emily Roberts 
(November), who compared the Albany wave-energy 
potential to other places in the region and internationally.

Fieldwork and marine research continued throughout 
2020 reasonably uninterrupted, with additional COVID-19 
related measures in place. Highlights included the 
deployment of small wave-rider buoys (‘Spotters’) at 
the Sandpatch/Torbay wave energy development site 
in March, in collaboration with IMOS and Sofar Ocean 
Technologies. The upstream data from this array of 
Spotters informs the real-time wave-prediction models 
currently being developed by the WERC Hydrodynamics 
research team. Another Spotter was deployed in King 
George Sound – offshore at the Whaling Station – in 
December as a first-wave resource assessment of a new 
Albany wave energy development site. 

Hydrodynamics PhD student Thobani Hlophe was 
originally scheduled to attend a joint wave-tank testing 
campaign with industry partners Carnegie Clean 
Energy in May, to obtain experimental data for his 
wave-prediction model. Due to the halt on international 
travel, this became a virtual campaign that has now 
been analysed and written up in a new publication. 
Similarly, a number of conference presentations from 
WERC researchers were delivered in an online format, 
including the 7th PRIMaRE conference by the University 
of Plymouth, UK, and the keynote lecture by Dr Adi 
Kurniawan at the International Conference on Technology 
and Policy in Electric Power.

The WERC team conducted monthly aerial drone surveys 
of the beach morphology at the Sandpatch/Torbay 
wave energy development site, and also worked with the 
Shire of Denmark when the sandbar of Wilson Inlet was 
artificially breached in August.

Also in 2020, the second edition of the iconic textbook 
Ocean Waves and Oscillating Systems was published, 
co-authored by WERC Hydrodynamics researcher Dr Adi 
Kurniawan, who is now well-positioned as a world-leading 
expert in the field.

In November, the Centre launched its first Activity Report, 
which comprehensively captures the research programs 
and all stakeholder engagement since establishing the 
Albany headquarters.
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Honours projects
Kieran MacFarlane: A localised seasonal model within 
the South West Australian Noongar supergroup. 
Bachelor of Science (Honours). Thesis co-supervised 
by Professor Stephen Hopper, Dr Alison Lullfitz and Dr 
Pauline Grierson (School of Biological Sciences (SBS)).

Sonja Pascho: Estuarine bivalves (Cockles) as a stable 
isotope bioindicator of environmental conditions in 
Oyster Harbour, Albany, WA. Bachelor of Science 
(Honours). Thesis supervised by Dr Greg Skrzypek (SBS) 
and Dr Harriet Paterson.

Ursula Rodrigues: Noongar knowledge and aspirations 
in contemporary fire mitigation planning. Bachelor of 
Science (Honours). Thesis co-supervised by Professor 
Stephen Hopper and Dr Alison Lullfitz. 

Master’s projects
Sam Aizlewood: Backyard conservation: how do 
perceptions and attitudes influence opportunities 
for conservation in residential gardens? Research 
project, Master of Science (Global Wildlife Health and 
Conservation), Bristol University. Thesis co-supervised 
with B. Cook and B. Van Helden.

Brody Altus: Surrounding vegetation predicts presence 
of insectivorous bats within residential gardens. Thesis  
co-supervised by Dr Barbara Cook and Bronte Van 
Helden.

Debs Bayliss: Population estimates, breeding behaviour 
and habitat characteristics of great-winged petrel and 
little penguin colonies on Mistaken Island, Western 
Australia. Master of Biological Science. Thesis co-
supervised by Belinda Cannell (SBS) and Harriet 
Paterson.

Wei Jiet Choo: The occurrence of plastic fibres in Black 
Bream in the Swan Canning Estuary in Perth, Western 
Australia. Master of Environmental Science (Marine and 
Coastal Management). Thesis co-supervised by  
Dr Harriet Paterson and Dr Peter Speldewinde.

Brendan Lumley: Behaviour of Southern right whales 
(Eubalaena australis) is minimally impacted by whale-
watching vessels in King George Sound, Western 
Australia. University of Western Australia (2019-2020). 
Thesis co-supervised by Dr Barbara Cook and  
Dr Paul Close.

Tore Raschilla: Severity of canker infestation in the granite 
banksia (Banksia verticillata). Thesis co-supervised by 
Dr Barbara Cook and Sarah Barrett (Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA)).

Ni Luh Gede Rai Ayu Saraswati: Microplastics 
contamination in bivalves in the aquatic system from 
different anthropogenic gradient stress in South West 
Western Australia. Master of Environmental Science 
(Marine and Coastal Management). Thesis co-supervised 
by Dr Renae Hovey (SBS) and Dr Harriet Paterson.

Jennifer Smeaton: Distribution of microplastics in the 
water column of estuaries in southwestern Australia. 
Master of Biological Science (Marine Biology). Thesis 
co-supervised by Dr Renae Hovey (SBS) and Dr Harriet 
Paterson.

Jennifer Vionnet: Impact of fire history on quokka 
abundance in the Stirling Range. Research project, Master 
of Science (Global Wildlife Health and Conservation), 
Bristol University. Thesis co-supervised by Dr Peter 
Speldewinde and Ms Sarah Comer (DBCA).

Shawnee Woods: Is there a bias in zoonotic disease 
research involving indigenous people in Peninsula 
Malaysia? Research project, Master of Science (Global 
Wildlife Health and Conservation), Bristol University. 
Thesis co-supervised by Dr Peter Speldewinde and 
Professor Rashid Khan (UWA adjunct).

Jone Wright: Microplastics in the seagrass beds of 
the Swan-Canning Estuary in Perth Western Australia. 
Master of Environmental Science (Marine and Coastal 
Management). Thesis co-supervised by Dr Renae Hovey 
(SBS) and Dr Harriet Paterson.

Research supervision
UWA Albany researchers supervised a 
number of undergraduate, master’s and 
PhD projects.

R
es

ea
rc

h



1313

PhD research projects
Kirsty Alexander: The conservation biology of dolphin 
populations of the Albany harbours, Western Australia. 
Supervised by Dr Barbara Cook and Dr Paul Close.

Bronwyn Ayre: Multiple paternity, pollen dispersal and 
fitness consequences of bird-pollination in Red and 
Green Kangaroo Paw Amend to (Anigozanthos manglesii). 
Thesis pass, co-supervised by Professor Stephen Hopper, 
Adjunct Professor Siegfried Krauss (SBS), Dr Dave Roberts, 
Dr Janet Anthony (SBS) and Dr Ryan Phillips (SBS).

Justin Benson: Role of freshwater mussels in the ecology 
and functionality of refugial river pools. Supervised by  
Dr Paul Close, Dr Barbara Cook and Professor Alan 
Lymbery (Murdoch University). 

Nicole Bezemer: Evolution and conservation 
consequences of bird pollination: an ecological and 
genetic study of mating, pollen dispersal and recruitment 
in Eucalyptus caesia (Myrtaceae). Thesis passed, 
supervised by Professor Hopper.

Sarah Comer: Ecology of the feral cat (Felis catus) in 
coastal heaths of the south coast of Western Australia. 
Supervised by Dr Peter Speldewinde, Dr Dale Roberts and 
Dr David Algar (DBCA).

Gael Davidson: Impact of dipterocarp forest restoration 
and land use on mosquitos, monkeys, and malaria. Thesis 
co-supervised by Dr Peter Speldewinde, Professor Tock 
Chua, Professor Angus Cook (Population and Public 
Health) and Professor Philip Weinstein.

Thobani Hlophe: Efficient real-time deterministic wave 
prediction for wave energy generation. Supervised by Dr 
Adi Kurniawan, Dr Hugh Wolgamot (Centre for Offshore 
Foundation Systems (COFS), Dr Jana Orszaghova 
(COFS), A/Professor Scott Draper (Oceans Graduate 
School (OGS)) and Professor Ryan Lowe (OGS).

Carly Portch: Investigating the effects of alongshore 
spatial and temporal variability on coastal hydrodynamics 
and morphodynamics. Co-supervised by Dr Mark 
Buckley, Dr Jeff Hansen (School of Earth Sciences (SES)) 
and Professor Ryan Lowe (OGS).

R
esearch

Daniel Raj David: Predicting coastal impacts by wave 
farms using different classes of numerical models. 
Supervised by Dr Jeff Hansen (SES), Dr Hugh Wolgamot 
(COFS), Dr Adi Kurniawan and Professor Ryan Lowe 
(OGS).

Tom Ryan: Impacts of changing thermal regimes on native 
freshwater fish biology. Co-supervised by Dr Paul Close, 
Professor David Morgan (Murdoch University) and  
Dr Stephen Beatty (Murdoch University).

Shazana Sharir: A study of life history strategy of 
ichtyofauna at Sungai Tiang Royal Belum Rainforest, West 
Malaysia. Supervised by Dr Paul Close.

Bronte Van Helden: Living in the city: are residential areas 
a valuable habitat for animal residency? Thesis submitted 
for examination, co-supervised by Dr Paul Close,  
Dr Barbara Cook and Dr Peter Speldewinde.

Research staff were particularly active in the fields of  
rivers and wetlands, southwestern Australian flora and 
climate change.

The Great Southern environment continues to provide a 
focus for research, and current research programs in the 
region are diverse and ongoing.
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2020 Research Publications
Allen M.G., Morgan D.L., Close P.G., & Beatty S.J. 
(2020). Too little but not too late? Biology of a recently 
discovered and imperiled freshwater fish in a drying 
temperate region and comparison with sympatric fishes. 
Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 
30, 1412–1423. 

Ayre, Bronwyn M., Roberts, David G., Phillips, Ryan 
D., & Hopper, Stephen D. (2020) Effectiveness of native 
nectar-feeding birds and the introduced Apis mellifera as 
pollinators of the kangaroo paw, Anigozanthos manglesii 
(Haemodoraceae). Australian Journal of Botany  
68(1), 14-25. 

Benson, J.A., Stewart, B.A., Close, P.G., & Lymbery, A.J. 
In press. Freshwater mussels in Mediterranean-climate 
regions: species richness, conservation status, threats, 
and conservation actions needed. Aquatic Conservation: 
Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 31(3).

Bonesso, J., Cuttler, M., Browne, N., Hacker, J., & 
O’Leary, M. (2020) Assessing Reef Island Sensitivity 
Based on LiDAR-Derived Morphometric Indicators. 
Remote Sensing 12(18), 3033.

Busschots, M., Close, P.G., Van Helden, B. & 
Speldewinde, P.C. (2020) Is the presence of a threatened 
arboreal mammal in suburbia related to remnant habitats? 
Austral Ecology 46(2), 181-185.

Chandler, C., Speldewinde, P., Van Helden,  
B. & Close, P. (2020) 2D or not 2D? Three-dimensional 
home range analysis better represents space use by an 
arboreal mammal, Acta Oecologica 105:103576.

Comer, S., Clausen, L., Cowen, S., Pinder, J., Thomas, A., 
Algar, D., Burbidge, A.H., Tiller, C., & Speldewinde P.C. 
(2020) Integrating feral cat (Felis catus) control into 
landscape-scale introduced predator control to improve 
conservation management for threatened fauna. Wildlife 
Research 47(8), 762-778.

Crutchett, T., Paterson, H., Ford, B., & Speldewinde, P.C. 
(2020) Plastic ingestion in Western Australian Sardines 
(Sardinops sagax) highlights a ubiquitous problem in a 
ubiquitous fish. Marine Pollution Bulletin DOI: 10.3389/
fmars.2020.00526.

Cuttler, M., Hansen, J., & Lowe, R. (2020) Seasonal 
and interannual variability of the wave climate at a wave 
energy hotspot off the southwestern coast of Australia. 
Renewable Energy, Vol. 146, 2337-2350.

Cuttler, M., Vos, K., Hansen, J., O’Leary, J., Browne, M., 
& Lowe, R. (2020) Interannual Response of Reef Islands 
to Climate-Driven Variations in Water Level and Wave 
Climate, Remoting Sensing. 12 (4089).

Falnes, J., Kurniawan, A. (2020) Ocean Waves and 
Oscillating Systems: Linear Interactions Including Wave-
Energy Extraction. UK: Cambridge University Press.

Fensham, R.J., Laffineur, B., Collingwood, T.D.,  
Beech, E., Bell, S., Hopper, S.D., Phillip, G., Rivers, M.C,  
Walsh, N. & White, M. (2020). Rarity or decline: Key 
concepts for the Red List of Australian eucalypts. 
Biological Conservation 243, 108455. 

Ford, B.M., Stewart, B.A., Tunbridge, D.J. & Tilbrook, P.  
In press. Paper chromatography: an inconsistent tool for 
assessing soil condition. Geoderma 383, 114783. 

Hunt J-L, Paterson H., Close P.G., & Pettit N.E. (2020). 
Riparian condition influences spider community structure 
and carbon flux across the aquatic-terrestrial interface. 
Science of the Total Environment 746, Article 141109. 

Kurniawan, A., Brown, S., Forehand, D., & Wolgamot, H. 
(2020) Wave–Structure Interactions of Flexible Bags with 
Elastic Tendons: Application to Wave Energy Conversion. 
Journal of Waterway, Port, Coastal, and Ocean 
Engineering Vol. 147, Issue 1.
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Lullfitz, Alison, Dabb, Annie, Reynolds, Ron (Doc), 
Knapp, Lynette, Pettersen, Carol, & Hopper, Stephen D.  
(2020). Contemporary distribution of Macrozamia dyeri 
(Zamiaceae) is correlated with patterns of Nyungar 
occupation in south-east coastal Western Australia. 
Austral Ecology 45, 933–947.

Lullfitz, Alison, Byrne, Margaret, Knapp, Lynette & 
Hopper, Stephen D. (2020). Platysace (Apiaceae) of 
southwestern Australia: silent story tellers of an ancient 
human landscape. Biological Journal of the Linnean 
Society 130: 61–78.

Mathieson. T., Close, P.G., Van Helden, B.E., 
Speldewinde, P.C., & Comer, S. (2020) New evidence of 
unexpectedly high animal density and diet diversity for 
the critically endangered western ringtail possum. Austral 
Ecology doi:10.1111/aec.12874.

Millar, Melissa A., Coates, David J., Byrne, Margaret, 
Krauss, Siegfried L., Williams, Matthew R.,  
Jonson, Justin, & Hopper, Stephen D. (2020). Pollen 
dispersal, pollen immigration, mating and genetic diversity 
in restoration of the southern plains Banksia. Biological 
Journal of the Linnean Society 129 (4), 773-792.

Pellegrini, M.O.O., Hickman, E.J., Guttiérrez Amaro, J.E., 
Smith, R.J., & Hopper, S.D. (2020). Revisiting the 
taxonomy of the Neotropical Haemodoraceae 
(Commelinales). Phytokeys 169: 1–59.

Pomeroy, A., Storlazzi, C., Rosenberger, K., Lowe, R., 
Hansen, J., & Buckley, M. (2020) The contribution 
of currents, sea‐swell waves, and infragravity waves to 
suspended sediment transport across a coral reef lagoon 
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Community partnerships
UWA researchers maintained membership on a variety 
of committees, reference groups and expert panels 
including:

• 20th International Conference on Shellfish Restoration 
Organising Committee

• 2021 International Abalone Symposium Organising 
Committee

• ASC-MSC Seaweed Standard Steering Committee

• Australian Ocean Energy Group Steering Committee

• Australian Society of Fish Biology

• City of Albany Mounts Master Plan Community 
Advisory Group

• Cogent Environmental Science Editorial Board

• Great Southern Science Council 

• Department of Biodiversity Conservation and 
Attractions South Coast Threatened Flora Recovery 
Team and Western Ringtail Possum Recovery Team

• Fishes in Mediterranean Environments Editorial Board 

• Frenchman Bay Association 

• International Abalone Society

• International Aquaculture Stewardship Council

• International WaTERS (Wave and Tidal Energy 
Research Sites) Network

• Journal of Shellfish Research Editorial Board

• International Energy Agency (IEA) Ocean Energy 
Systems – Australia Working Group

• Oyster Restoration Group for Oyster Harbour

• South Coast Region Western Ringtail Possum Working 
Group

• Southern Ports Authority, Board of Directors

• Standards Australia – Technical Committee EL-066 
Marine Energy

• Western Australian Museum Albany Advisory 
Committee

Engagement

RCSWA continued to expand its horizons as it 
strengthened and developed pathways for rural doctors 
in training, working in collaboration with the WA Country 
Health Service and general practice training providers to 
facilitate this.

Dr Christel Smit-Kroner, Medical Coordinator 
RCSWA, has established the Green Team at Albany 
Health Campus, which has the goal of reducing the 
environmental impact of the activities of the hospital.

Community workshops
In collaboration with Green Skills Inc, UWA Albany hosted 
the Festival of Birds and Biodiversity symposium. The 
event included presentations and discussions.

Together with The Nature Conservancy, Professor Peter 
Cook was involved in a project called "Bringing Oyster 
Reefs Back to Oyster Harbour." A community forum was 
held to help keep local stakeholders and the general 
community well informed about the project. 

The Great Southern Marine Research Facility (GSMRF) 
remained closed to the public due to COVID-19, but 
hosted the livestreamed Science Rocks Career Expo 
in June, which included a panel of local scientists. The 
livestream was watched by an immediate audience of  
69 school students and teachers, and the full resource 
pack of videos and study guides, which is available 
through the Great Southern Science Council, continued 
to attract views. 

As part of National Science Week in the Great Southern, 
the GSMRF opened its boatyard to the public and hosted 
three lunchtime events to ‘meet the marine machines’. 
One of these was focused on UWA Albany and WERC 
research activities; the other two invited the Albany Port 
and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions to showcase their equipment. The WERC 
team also assisted the Great Southern Science Council 
in the organisation of the Great Southern Great Science 
Symposium at the Albany Entertainment Centre in 
August, where Dr Adi Kurniawan also presented on  
wave energy.
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Alumni relations
Alumni volunteers played an important role in welcoming 
UWA Albany campus graduates to the alumni family at 
the Course Completion ceremony in December. They 
assisted in gowning the graduates before the ceremony 
and then stayed on to network with them, their families 
and friends after the formalities.

Friends of UWA Albany
The Friends of UWA Albany played an important role 
in supporting us. The Friends of UWA Albany Verna 
Rowbotham Scholarship, worth $5,000, was awarded, as 
were two Friends of UWA Albany prizes and two Amity 
Prizes, presented to students in recognition of their 
positive contribution to the wellbeing of the student and 
University environment.

Friends also financially assisted graduating Albany 
students with gown hire.

In 2020 membership of the Friends of UWA Albany 
numbered 67.

UWA Albany Student Guild 
activities
The Albany Student Association continued to support 
UWA Albany students throughout 2020. With COVID-19 
lockdown implemented early in Semester 1, the 
Association moved online, using the Facebook group 
and connecting with students via the weekly newsletter. 
Students were also able – and encouraged – to access 
online clubs from Crawley campus.

The Association continued partnerships with local 
businesses, allowing students to access discounted gym 
memberships, yoga, food and coffee, and secured a new 
partnership with a local taekwondo club.

In Semester 2, the Association resumed weekly bocce 
and Uno games, and hosted the annual games night and 
highly anticipated end-of-year celebrations. 

UWA Albany medical 
student activities
In addition to clinical education, the RCSWA students 
enjoyed the experience of living together and exploring 
the Great Southern region. 

In 2020 the students of the Rural Clinical School Albany 
have visited the Albany Senior High School on a regular 
basis, to engage with the Indigenous high school students 
in the Follow the Dream program. These interactions 
have been highly valued in achieving improved mutual 
understanding and support. Three students also 
participated at one of Albany’s primary school’s health 
checks for the Indigenous students during the NAIDOC 
Week celebrations.

Student volunteering
UWA strongly encourages students to volunteer. 
Volunteering enables students to engage with the 
University, and the local and wider community while 
gaining valuable experience that assists in their personal 
and professional growth.

UWA Albany acknowledges the valuable contribution 
students made at Orientation Day, Info Day and the 
annual Study in Albany brochure photo shoot.

In 2020, students participated in Albany UniMentor, a 
scheme that provides first-year students with support and 
encouragement from student mentors. UniMentor helps 
assisted first-year students to understand the University’s 
network of support services and facilities, and contributes 
to building a culture of mutual support. Students also 
connected with local secondary school students by 
volunteering at their end-of-year Fun Day.

A number of students assisted with data collection for 
research projects, including whale spotting and assisting 
with field work. Others represented the University at civic 
events, including the Remembrance Day commemoration 
ceremony.
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Public lectures
The pandemic restricted the number of public lectures 
that were presented during the year. Four events attracted 
more than 400 people. Topics included sustainability, the 
potential of wave energy and Einsteinian physics.

The Wave Energy Research Centre held a series of public 
evening lectures and open-house events at the Great 
Southern Marine Research Facility in January, aligning 
with the weekly Proudlove Parade Night Markets. One 
of these lectures featured the researchers onboard 
the Research Vessel Falkor for their Bremer Canyon 
expedition, led by UWA’s Professor Julie Trotter. The event 
drew a capacity crowd of around 70 people. 

A scheduled series of public lectures in partnership with 
the City of Albany and cruise ship operators was cancelled 
due to COVID-19.

Public lectures re-commenced in the middle of the year, 
and Dr Adi Kurniawan presented ‘A Brief History of Wave 
Energy’ at UWA Albany in July.

In November, the WERC held its Annual Oration, ‘Sense 
and Sustainability: Towards an innovative decarbonised 
WA economy’, at the Albany Entertainment Centre. The 
event was co-hosted by Engineers Australia. Due to 
ongoing COVID restrictions, this event was capped at 100 
people and was booked out. This event marked the start 
of public roadshows to promote a new project proposal 
by the WERC and the vision to lead Albany towards 
becoming the world’s first wave energy ‘marketplace’. 
WERC Centre Manager Dr Wiebke Ebeling presented to 
the City of Albany Council and as part of a Museum of the 
Great Southern Curatorial in December.

Despite the heavy impact of COVID-19 restrictions on 
events, the WERC engaged with more than 700 people 
face-to-face in 2020.

Schools engagement
UWA Albany participated in a virtual Open Day.

In collaboration with the Great Southern Science Council, 
the WERC headquarters at the Great Southern Marine 
Research Facility (GSMRF) hosted the livestreamed 
panel discussion for the ‘Science Rocks Careers Expo’. 
The event was also the launch of the online resource 
pack for high school students, including videos and study 
guides of WERC Centre Manager Dr Wiebke Ebeling and 
oceanography PhD student Carly Portch.

Staff from the GSMRF hosted 23 students from the 
Denmark Senior High School Year 7 Gifted and Talented 
STEM program and 19 students from Perth Independent 
School, and 35 Year 6 students from Mundaring Christian 
College visited as part of a week-long excursion. 

A Principals’ Forum was held with leaders from schools 
in the Great Southern, with the purpose of developing 
strategies that would positively influence the decisions 
local young people make about their futures. Discussions 
and feedback from the forum highlighted opportunities 
for UWA Albany to contribute to raising aspirations for 
students in Years 9–12.

The Academic Task Force provided 10 Year 12 revision 
and exam preparation courses at UWA Albany. These 
workshops attracted Year 12 students from Albany, 
Denmark and Mount Barker. Students were very 
appreciative to have the opportunity to revise key 
concepts prior to sitting their exams.

UWA Albany also enabled schools to make use of its 
facilities for science classes. 

Media
UWA Albany featured regularly in Great Southern and 
national press. The University was profiled in more than 
140 articles and interviews printed or broadcast by a 
range of local and state media. UWA Albany promoted 
its activities via print, radio, television and digital media as 
well as through online communication channels.
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Staffing
Thirty academic staff, representing eight full-time-
equivalents, were employed locally to deliver UWA 
Albany’s teaching, learning and research programs. 
Administrative and information technology services were 
managed by 5.8 full-time-equivalent staff members. 

The RCSWA in Albany was staffed by one full-time 
position, nine part-time academic teaching staff and one 
part-time researcher.

The WERC Albany has a team of two postdoctoral 
researchers, two PhD students and three professional  
staff members. 

University and Community

Friends of UWA Albany Executive 
Committee
President: Sally Thomas

Vice-President: Malcolm Traill 

Secretary: Heidi Rowe

Student Representative: Hayley O’Dea

Committee member Sue Lefroy

Committee member: Brenda McInnes

Committee member: Dot Price

UWA, ex-officio : Paula Phillips

 
Sponsors and supporters
City of Albany

Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development

Friends of UWA Albany 

Pat Fox Memorial Fund

Great Southern Development Commission 

Hon. Colin Holt, MLC

Jack Family Charitable Trust 

Roy and Beatrice Little

Clive Malcolm Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Jon and Dot Price

Hon. Terry Redman, MLA 

Water Corporation 

Hon. Peter Watson, MLA

Rick Wilson, MP

Photo credits
Dr Brian Cunningham 

Dr Wiebke Ebeling

Matt Galligan

Krysta Guille

Matt Hatcher

Schmidt Ocean Institute

Meredith Spencer

People 
and Resources

People and R
esources

Efforts have been made to capture all available and 
relevant information. If a person, agency or group has 
been omitted or incorrectly cited, please advise Paula 
Phillips, 08 9842 0810, UWA Albany Centre.
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