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20 years in the region

For the past 20 years UWA Albany 
has provided the Great Southern 
community with access to higher 
education and research opportunities.

In 1999 the Albany Centre was established 
offering high-quality learning and teaching 
for undergraduate students. Twenty years 
on, the University offers full undergraduate 
degrees in Arts, Commerce and Science and 
supports the first year of most undergraduate 
degrees. Postgraduate degrees are also offered 
through the expertise of local research 
Academics.

In 2001 the Centre of Excellence in Natural Resource 
Management (CENRM) opened. The Centre focussed 
on targeted, cost-effective and innovative research and 
research training with a view to enhancing the environmental, 
economic, social and cultural wellbeing of the Great Southern 
and elsewhere. In 2019 CENRM amalgamated with the 
UWA School of Agriculture and Environment and continues 
to provide integrated research with a strong industry and 
community focus.

The Rural Clinical School of Western Australia (RCSWA) was 
established in 2002 with the explicit goal of attracting more 
doctors to regional, rural and remote practice. The placement 
of medical students from both UWA and the University of 
Notre Dame has been coordinated by RCSWA since 2007. 
Students have the opportunity to spend an academic year 
training in a regional, rural or remote location with the 
expectation that this experience will increase the likelihood 
that, after graduation, they will choose to practise in  
regional areas.

The Wave Energy Research Centre (WERC) was established 
in 2017 with the aim of creating a knowledge hub for the 
ocean renewable energy industry. The Centre brings together 
oceanography, hydrodynamics and geotechnical engineering 
and is building strong links with industry, State and local 
governments, and with the local community. 

Our vision

UWA will have a vibrant regional campus  
in Albany, embedded in the Great Southern 
community, delivering high-quality 
education, research and services that both 
reflect the strengths and needs of the Great 
Southern region and are valued by the rest 
of the University.

Our mission

The Albany campus is an integral part of 
UWA, committed to helping the University 
meet its broader mission, while benefiting 
the Great Southern region through focused 
education, research and community 
activities that reflect the richness and 
diversity of the region.



4    The University of Western Australia | uwa.edu.au 5    

Celebrating 20 years in the  
Great Southern

UWA celebrated two decades of learning, teaching and 
research in Albany this year. The milestone was marked by 
an academic procession and culminated in a reception at 
the Albany Entertainment Centre attended by one hundred 
and twenty staff, students, alumni and representatives from 
the local secondary school. The occasion was enhanced by a 
research dinner which explored the topic ‘You me and the big 
blue sea’. Staff and students from the Great Southern Marine 
Research Facility shared how their research was contributing  
to solutions to meet the challenges of responsibly managing 
the world’s oceans.

The Great Southern Marine Research 
Facility opens

The Hon. Minister Alannah MacTiernan – Minister for Regional 
Development; Agriculture and Food; Ports – officially opened 
the Great Southern Marine Research Facility on 1 November 
2019. The Facility houses the Wave Energy Research Centre 
and other UWA researchers with projects in the marine 
environment across faculties and has the capacity to host 
core Centre staff, local and visiting researchers and research 
students. The facilities provide a public engagement room, 
meeting and seminar rooms, as well as workshop and storage 
areas for marine field equipment. The Facility further cements 
UWA’s footprint in the Albany’s historic precinct.

Funding success

UWA Albany was successful in attracting a range of grants 
to drive education and research in the region. Of note was 
$994,000 (led by Curtin University in collaboration with UWA 
Albany researcher Professor Stephen Hopper and others) over 
five years as part of the Australian Research Council Discovery 
Indigenous Scheme to bring together scientific expertise, history 
and Indigenous cultural knowledge to conserve the country’s 
precious biodiversity. UWA Albany was successful in attracting 
a Destination Australia grant of $660,000 over three years for 
scholarships to attract domestic and international students to 
the region and a grant of $200,000 of National Collaborative 
Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) funding to establish a 
new node of the Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) in 
Albany, to test and validate new ocean monitoring technology.

Denmark student awarded 2020 
Rhodes Scholarship

Denmark resident and 
environmental scientist Natasha 
Lutz was named Western 
Australia’s Rhodes Scholar for 
2020, recognising her potential 
as a young global ambassador. Ms 
Lutz commenced at UWA Albany 
in 2014 before moving to Perth in 
2016 to complete a Bachelor of 
Science and Economics degree. 
She finished her Honours in 2019 
focusing on the environmental 
impact of microplastics.

2019 highlights

Health and medical 
research

During 2019 the Rural Clinical 
School of WA (RCSWA) in 
Albany continued its program 
of community-focused health 
research.

Associate Professor Kirsten Auret led 
an evaluation of specialist haematology 
services in the Great Southern region of 
Western Australia with Dr Terri Pikora.  

Dr Carly Roxburgh commenced 
a new research initiative aimed at 
understanding the role and contribution 
of rurally based General Practitioner 
Obstetricians in improving maternal 
outcomes and healthcare satisfaction 
among rural mothers. This project was 
undertaken in collaboration with other 
RCSWA sites across the southern 
regions of WA and involved a number of 
RCSWA students during 2019.  

While Dr Craig Sinclair left the RCSWA 
late in 2018, he and A/Prof Kirsten Auret 
have continued to publish findings from 
previous research projects.   

Previous RCSWA Albany research 
students continued their engagement 
with the Great Southern region during 
the write-up of their research findings 
and submissions for publication.

Research
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Institute (WAMSI) II Science Project 
Plan Kimberley Node Project 1.5: 
Indigenous Ecological Knowledge 
Program.

 
Professor Peter Cook  

• In collaboration with the Nature 
Conservancy, restoring native oysters 
to Oyster Harbour in Albany. 

• Investigating the incidence of the 
oyster disease ‘bonamia’ in Oyster 
Harbour (funded by the Great 
Southern Development Corporation’s 
Community Chest Fund).

• Investigating potential heavy 
metal pollution in the local aquatic 
environment at the Talison Lithium 
Mine, Greenbushes. 

Dr Barbara Cook

• Using citizen scientists to test the 
effectiveness of biofertilisers for 
improving soil health.

• Using paper chromatography for 
assessing soil health in southwestern 
Australia.

• Identifying graduate employability 
skills in the natural sciences in 
Australia. 

Dr Peter Speldewinde 

• Discovering that while most forms 
of malaria are being controlled in 
Malaysia, monkey malaria is on 
increasing as monkeys act  
as reservoirs. 

• Investigating the impact of jungle 
restoration on monkey and mosquito 
populations 

Professor Stephen Hopper AC  

• Granite outcrop flora and  
cultural heritage 

• Haemodoraceae , with publication 
(Dr Ellen Hickman senior author) of 
a chapter on a taxonomic revision of 
the tiurndins (Tribonanthes) 

• Eucalypts, including a phylogenomic 
study of the Eucalyptus redunca-
gardneri group 

• Conservation biology and 
management

• Noongar language and caring f 
or country

• Pollination ecology
• Restoration ecology 
• Evolutionary systematics 

As of October, staffing of the Facility 
was complete with two professional 
staff, three postdoctoral researchers 
and three PhD students. Regular visits 
to Albany from the Oceans Graduate 
School in Perth happened throughout 
the year, culminating in the Annual 
Retreat (14 visiting team members) in 
late October and including the official 
Opening of the Facility. 

The Albany node has a strong marine 
fieldwork focus. A fixed ARGUS video 
system was installed on the bluffs at 
Torbay, to understand the coastal 
processes such as seasonal variation.  

The camera system allows daily 
estimates of the shoreline position 
and run-up height to be derived using 
advanced photogrammetry techniques. 

Novel methods are being explored to 
derive the nearshore bathymetry using 
the video recordings. In mid-October 
2019, the near-shore directional 
waverider buoy – originally deployed 
at Torbay in July 2018 – was recovered 
for servicing after collecting 15 months 
of continuous data and re-deployed in 
December. The real-time and archived 
data are publicly available on the  
www.wawaves.org website.

Wave energy research

With the completion of the new 
Great Southern Marine Research 
Facility, the WERC moved all 
existing Albany staff into the 
new premises in June 2019 and 
commenced the transition of 
Perth-based members. 

U
W

A
 A

lbany A
nnual R

eport 20
19

Natural resource 
management research

Research staff undertook a wide 
variety of research projects that 
contributed to the management 
of natural and cultural 
resources locally, nationally and 
internationally.

Dr Paul Close

• Three-way Science: Integrating 
Noongar, Western science and 
historical knowledge systems through 
historical museum collections 
to better understand ecological 
changes. Deakin Science and Society 
Network Interdisciplinary Project 
Incubator scheme.

• Conserving western ringtail possums; 
State Natural Resource Management 
Community Action Grant.

• Living in the city: are residential areas 
a valuable habitat for mammal wildlife? 
Australian Geographic Society.

• Environmental management in 
farm forestry: Impacts of blue 
gum plantations on water quality 
and biodiversity in small streams – 
Australia Blue Gum Plantations, PF 
Olsen Forestry and Albany Plantation 
Forestry Company of Australia.

• Western Australian Marine Science 
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Work continued to set up a regional 
coupled wave and circulation numerical 
model that will provide real-time 
estimates of the conditions at Torbay as 
well as the greater Albany region. The 
model will have numerous uses beyond 
wave energy specific research and 
also led to a collaboration with the WA 
Department of Water and Regulation 
(DWER). The DWER contract involves 
WERC providing numerical boundary 
conditions for DWER modelling of 
Wilson Inlet in Denmark.

With the recruitment of two researchers 
in the hydrodynamics program to the 
Albany node, a project to develop a 
wave prediction model has begun – 
initially using synthetic wave data from 
the UWA Shenton Park wave flume, but 
ultimately aimed to be applied to the 
Torbay site. In December 2019, two small 
spotter buoys were deployed upstream 
of the main waverider buoy to collect 
data for this project.

The new Facility welcomed visiting 
undergraduate student Harry Simpson 
from Oxford/UK, on funding provided 
by Oceanworks, in July 2019. He 
investigated motions of the waverider 
buoy at Torbay, with a focus on the 
number of apparent extreme wave 
events. This work has led to interesting 
questions about the mooring design for 
these buoys in intermediate depth water.
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Research supervision

UWA Albany researchers 
supervised a number of 
undergraduate, master’s and  
PhD projects.

Master’s projects:

• Marie Busschots: Understanding 
the value of urban reserves versus 
residential gardens for the critically 
endangered Western Ringtail possum. 
Master of Science Research project, 
Master of Science ‘Global Wildlife 
Health and Conservation’, Bristol 
University. Thesis co-supervised by Dr 
Paul Close, Bronte Van Helden and Dr 
Peter Speldewinde.. 

• Charlotte Chandler: Movement 
pathways and resource use by 
Western Ringtail Possum in 
residential garden habitats. Master 
of Science Research project, Master 
of Science ‘Global Wildlife Health 
and Conservation’, Bristol University. 
Thesis co-supervised by Dr Paul 
Close, Bronte Van Helden and Dr 
Peter Speldewinde.

• Thomas Crutchett: Is plastic found 
n sardines from the south coast of 
Western Australia? Thesis supervised 
by Dr Harriet Paterson, Dr Ben Ford, 
and Dr Peter Speldewinde.

• Molly Ellis: Movement and diet of 

carpet pythons. Master of Science 
Research project, Master of 
Science ‘Global Wildlife Health and 
Conservation’, Bristol University. 
Thesis co-supervised by Dr Paul 
Close, Dr Peter Speldewinde and 
Bronte Van Helden.

• Ellen Erikson: Behaviour around 
and catchability of Western Ringtail 
possums by cage traps. Master of 
Science Research project, Master of 
Science ‘Global Wildlife Health and 

• Bronwyn Ayre: Multiple paternity 
pollen dispersal and fitness 
consequences of bird-pollination 
in Red and Green Kangaroo Paw 
(Anigozanthos manglesii). Thesis 
supervised by Professor Hopper, 
Adjunct Professor Siegfried Krauss, 
Dr Dave Roberts, Dr Janet Anthony 
and Dr Ryan Phillips. Thesis submitted 
for examination.

• Justin Benson: Role of freshwater 
mussels in the ecology and 
functionality of refugial river pools.   
Thesis supervised by Dr Paul Close, 
Dr Barbara Cook and Professor Alan 
Lymbery (Murdoch University).

• Nicole Bezemer, supervised by 
Professor Hopper, Evolution and 
conservation consequences of bird 
pollination: an ecological and genetic 
study of mating, pollen dispersal and 
recruitment in Eucalyptus caesia 
(Myrtaceae). Thesis submitted for 
examination.

• Sarah Comer: Ecology of the feral 
cat (Felis catus) in coastal heaths of 
the south coast of Western Australia. 
Thesis supervised by Dr Peter 
Speldewinde.

• Gael Davidson: Impact of dipterocarp 
forest restoration and land use on 
mosquitos, monkeys, and malaria. 
Thesis supervised by Professor Tock 

Conservation’, Bristol University. 
Thesis co-supervised by Dr Paul 
Close, Bronte Van Helden and Dr 
Peter Speldewinde.. 

• Brendan Lumley: Behavioural 
changes of Humpback (Megaptera 
novaeangliae) and Southern right 
whales (Eubalaena australis) in 
response to the local commercial 
whale watching vessels, Albany, 
Western Australia. Master of Marine 
Science Research project, School 
of Biological Sciences University 
of Western Australia. Thesis co-
supervised by Dr Barbara Cook, Dr 
Paul Close and Dr Jane Prince.

• Temika Mathieson: Resource use 
by a threatened arboreal mammal, 
Psuedocheirus occidentalis, 
between major vegetation types in 
Albany, Western Australia. Thesis 
co-supervised by Dr Paul Close, 
Dr Peter Speldewinde Bronte Van 
Helden and Sarah Comer.

• Anitha Mamoribo: Impact of a 
WWF-led education program 
on environmental awareness of 
local communities of a local park 
in Indonesia, supervised by Dr 
Barbara Cook.

 
PhD research projects:

• Kirsty Alexander, supervised by Dr 

Barbara Cook and Dr Paul Close; 
The Conservation biology of 
dolphin populations of the Albany 
harbours, Western Australia.
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Chua, Associate Professor Angus 
Cook and Dr Peter Speldewinde. This 
project has led to a new collaboration 
and project with Menzies School of 
Public Health in Darwin evaluating 
zoonotic malaria transmission and 
agricultural land use in Indonesia and 
is funded by the Australian Federal 
Government.  

• Ellen Hickman, supervised by 
Professor Stephen Hopper, Discovery 
through illustration – botanical art, 
traits and their phylogeny in the 
Haemodoraceae. Thesis passed.

• Thobani Hlophe, supervised by Dr 
Adi Kurniawan, Dr Hugh Wolgamot 
and A/Professor Scott Draper; 
Efficient real time deterministic 
wave prediction for wave energy 
generation.

• Alison Lullfitz, supervised by Professor 
Hopper: Vegetation responses to 
Noongar land management practices 
in old and young landscapes. Thesis 
passed.

• Carly Portch, supervised by Dr Mark 
Buckley, Dr Jeff Hansen and Professor 
Ryan Lowe; Investigating the Effects 
of Alongshore Spatial and Temporal 
Variability on Coastal Hydrodynamics 
and Morphodynamics.

• Tom Ryan, supervised by Dr Paul 
Close, Professor David Morgan 
(Murdoch University) and Dr Stephen 
Beatty, Impacts of changing thermal 
regimes on native freshwater fish 
biology.

• Shazana Sharir, supervised by Dr 
Paul Close, A Study on Life History 
Strategy of Ichtyofauna at Sungai 
Tiang Royal Belum Rainforest, West 
Malaysia. 

• Bronte Van Helden: Living in the 
city: are residential areas a valuable 
habitat for animal residency? Thesis 
co-supervised by Dr Paul Close, 
Dr Barbara Cook and Dr Peter 
Speldewinde. 

Research staff were particularly active 
in the fields of rivers and wetlands, 
southwestern Australian flora and 
climate change. 

The Great Southern environment 
continues to provide a focus for research, 
and current research programs in the 
region are diverse and ongoing.

Community partnerships
 
UWA researchers maintained 
membership on a variety of 
committees, reference groups  
and expert panels including: 

• 20th International Conference on 
Shellfish Restoration organising 
committee

• 2021 International Abalone 
Symposium organising committee

• Albany Community Environment 
Centre

• ASC-MSC Seaweed Standard 
steering committee

• Australian Ocean Energy Group – 
Steering Committee

• Australian Society of Fish Biology
• City of Albany “Renewable Energy” 

Working Group 
• City of Albany Mounts Master Plan 

Community Advisory Group
• Great Southern Science Council 
• City of Albany Community Advisory 

Panel for Coastal Hazard Risk 
Management 

• Department of Biodiversity 
Conservation and Attractions South 
Coast Threatened Flora Recovery 

Team and Western Ringtail Possum 
Recovery Team

• Frenchman Bay Association 
• International Abalone Society
• International Aquaculture Stewardship 

Council
• Journal of Shellfish Research editorial 

board
• Oyster Restoration Group for Oyster 

Harbour
• Postgraduate Research Degree 

Committee
• South Coast Natural Resource 

Management ‘Water and Marine’ and 
‘Biodiversity’ reference groups

• South Coast Region Western Ringtail 
Possum Working Group

• Southern Ports Authority, Community 
Consultation Committee

• Western Australian Museum Albany 
Advisory Committee 

RCSWA continued to expand its horizons 
as it strengthened and developed 
pathways for rural doctors in training. 
RCSWA worked in collaboration with  
the WA Country Health Service and 
general practice training providers to 
facilitate this.

WERC led the agenda of a roundtable 
meeting on potential Albany wave energy 
developments.  Centre staff participated 
in the inaugural Ocean Energy Summit 
in Sydney, where the UWA capabilities 
and Albany Facility were showcased to 
an audience of national and international 
stakeholders. WERC researcher Dr Mark 
Buckley assisted the City of Albany as 
a consultant on their artificial surf reef 
feasibility study.

University preparation program

The UWA Smart Start program continued to offer 
people living in the Great Southern region an 
alternative pathway to university entrance. 

Feedback from students indicated that UWA Smart Start 
was valuable in equipping them with the skills required to be 
successful in their chosen UWA course. This course was run in 
conjunction with the School of Indigenous Studies.

Undergraduate programs

The Albany Campus is committed to producing 
industry-ready, well-rounded graduates. 

In 2019, the Bachelor of Arts course offered a full degree with 
a choice of majors in Anthropology and Sociology, English 
and Cultural Studies, History, and Indigenous Knowledge, and  
History and Heritage. The Bachelor of Science course offered 
a full degree with a choice of majors in Conservation Biology, 
Environmental Science and Marine Science. Students were 
able to complete a Bachelor of Commerce course with a major 
in Management. A larger range of other majors provided a 
wide choice for students completing the first year of their Arts, 
Biomedical Science, Commerce or Science course in Albany. 

The Albany Centre continued to work in partnership with Curtin 
University to provide Curtin Bachelor of Education students with 
the opportunity to enjoy face-to-face learning and participate in 
university student life.

UWA Albany offered a wide range 
of undergraduate and postgraduate 
teaching and learning programs.

Rural Clinical School of WA (RCSWA)

Twelve medical students (nine from UWA and 
three from the University of Notre Dame) in their 
penultimate year of study joined the Rural Clinical 
School in Albany.  

The students had a rich and diverse learning experience 
including rotations in general practice, hospital disciplines, and 
community-based services, mental health, Aboriginal health 
service and child health. Students attended general practice in 
Albany, Plantaganet, and Denmark.  

In 2019 rural generalist rotations were added to general 
practice and hospital attendance at Katanning. Albany Hospital 
rotations included internal medicine, emergency, surgery, 
orthopaedics, obstetrics, and psychiatry.  

In addition to clinical education, students enjoy the experience 
of living together and exploring the beautiful Great Southern 
region. A highlight was the annual Denmark winter camp 
where students from Albany RCS and Narrogin RCS, and their 
medical coordinators, come together for three days of learning, 
exam practice, bush walking and fireside conversations. 

RCSWA continued to strengthen and develop pathways for 
rural doctors and worked in collaboration with the WA Country 
Health Service and general practice training providers to 
advance the development of rural training hubs. 

Postgraduate courses

Enrolments increased in the Master of Ecotourism 
course, and they included a number of international 
students.  

The multidisciplinary Master of Ecotourism degree provides 
students with the knowledge and skills needed to participate in 
the growing ecotourism industry as well as an understanding of 
biodiversity and landscapes, cultural heritage and Indigenous 
knowledge, and environmental policy and planning. 
Students undertaking higher degrees by research investigated 
a range of environmental issues and topics. 

Learning and teaching
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2018 

Albany Campus students

2019 

Albany Campus students

UWA HECS 104 100

Curtin HECS 11 6

University of Notre Dame 3 3

International students 3 0

UWA Smart Start preparation course 29 34

Postgraduate by coursework 5 5

Postgraduate by research 8 5

Semester 1 total 163 153

UWA HECS 101 104

Curtin HECS 9 4

University of Notre Dame 3 3

International students 2 1

UWA Smart Start preparation course 26 27

Postgraduate by coursework 6 5

Postgraduate by research 8 4

Total Equivalent Full Time Student Load (EFTSL) 84.125 81.5

Semester 2 total 165 148

Enrolments 

Table 1 illustrates resident students studying in Albany 
at HECS census dates (31 Mar and 31 Aug).

Throughout the year students from UWA Perth visited 
to use the UWA Albany facilities for intensive units and 
activities. In addition, the UWA Albany Campus facilities 
and access to the natural environment was utilised to 
support field laboratory and intensive experiences for 
students from the Crawley campus.

12 The University of Western Australia | uwa.edu.au
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Table 2 summarises enrolments in units offering a 
strong field component in 2019

Graduating students

Fifteen UWA Albany students completed their 
courses and had their achievement recognised at a 
presentation ceremony at the Albany Entertainment 
Centre in December. Table 3 provides a summary.

In taking a new undergraduate unit, fourteen students traveled 
to Malaysia for part of a new undergraduate unit, One Health 
- The Interactions of Human, Animal and Ecosystem Health. 
Coordinated by Dr Peter Speldewinde, the unit investigates the 
health links between humans, animals and the environment. The 
highlight for the students was interacting with the Jahai people 
a tribe of the Orang Asli (Malaysia’s indigenous people) who are 
still semi-nomadic hunter-gatheres living in the jungle in and 
around Belum National Park.  

2018 2019

BIOL3360 Saving Endangered 
Species

40 42

BIOL4409 Ecological Field Methods 60 25

ENVT1103 Natural History 18 13

ENVT3310 Biodiversity on Country 5 10

ENVT3360 Ecosystem Restoration 42 41

SOCS1111 The Global Family 13 12

ENVT5003 Sustainable Nature-
based Tourism

N/A 6

Semester 1 total 177 149

BIOL4409 Ecological Field Methods N/A 5

ENVT1103 Natural History 27 11

INDG2700 Knowing Country: the 
Dreaming and Darwin

37 50

ENVT4422 Research Methods in 
Environmental Science

N/A 32

ENVT5576 Aquatic Ecology N/A 13

Semester 2 total 64 111

Annual Total 241 260

2018 2019

Bachelor of Arts 9 4

Diploma of Arts 1 0

Bachelor of Commerce 0 2

Bachelor of Science 6 5

Bachelor of Science (Honours) 4 0

Master of Ecotourism 1 1

PhD 1 3

Total 22 15

Scholarships and 
prizes

Scholarships and prizes provided by 
donors from the Great Southern with 
a total value of $28,150 were awarded 
to  21 students. 

UWA Albany acknowledges the 
valued support of local organisations 
and individuals in recognising 
student achievements.
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Together with The Nature Conservancy, 
Professor Peter Cook was currently 
involved in a project called ‘Bringing 
Oyster Reefs Back to Oyster Harbour’. 
To help keep local stakeholders and the 
general community well informed about 
the project, a community forum at UWA 
Albany was held. Attended by about 
50 participants, the forum produced 
some lively discussion and helped to 
encourage many community members 
to play an active part in the project. 

Throughout 2019, WERC led or 
participated in 16 public outreach 
events. The new Great Southern Marine 
Research Facility was first used for 
this purpose during National Science 
Week (NSWk) in August 2019. As part 
of the “NSWk in the Great Southern” 
collaboration with the City of Albany, 
the Museum of Western Australia and 
other partners WERC was successful 
in being awarded a $15,000 Inspiring 
Australia grant. The Facility hosted the 
‘Rocks, Rips & Renewables – UWA Profile 
of Sandpatch’ forum, featuring UWA 
research across disciplines and faculties.  

In partnership with Creative Albany, 
WERC attracted a NSWk grant to 
purchase a 3D printer and run a Wave 
Energy Converter Hackathon. This 
event prominently featured a newly 
installed three-metre wave flume that 

engagement

is the centrepiece of the main public 
engagement area (Wooyan Gaba Room 
– meaning ‘blue ocean’ in Noongar).  
The Facility welcomed over 400 visitors 
in 2019.

Alumni relations

To celebrate UWA Albany’s 
20th anniversary, alumni joined 
staff, students and community 
representatives in an academic 
procession from St John’s 
Church in York St to the Albany 
Entertainment Centre where a 
reception was held to mark the 
occasion.

To complement the anniversary 
celebrations, over 60 alumni enjoyed 
a research dinner and learnt about the 
projects that WERC researchers and 
postgraduate students are involved 
in which contribute to the sustainable 
management of the world’s oceans.

 Alumni volunteers played an important 
role in welcoming UWA Albany campus 
graduates to the alumni family at the 
Course Completion ceremony in 
December. They assisted in gowning the 
graduates before the ceremony and then 
stayed on to network with them, their 
families and friends after the formalities.

Community 

Community workshops

Six conservation scientists from 
Australia and around the world 
gathered to share their research 
knowledge and discuss initiatives 
on the challenges of biodiversity 
conservation in a changing world. 
At the instigation of Professor 
Stephen Hopper AC, a community 
workshop was held to enable 
the researchers to share their 
thoughts, initiatives and hopes for 
science-based, culturally informed 
biodiversity conservation and land 
stewardship.

In collaboration with Green Skill Inc, 
UWA Albany hosted the Festival of Birds 
and Biodiversity symposium. The event 
included presentations and discussions. 
 
A community workshop on the western 
ringtail possum was held to inform 
the community on recent research 
findings and unveil a new citizen 
science app for monitoring possums 
and gliders in Australia. The project 
was a collaboration between the 
Threatened Species Recovery Hub and 
the Clean Air and Urban Landscapes 
Hub with funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Environmental 
Science Program and the National 
Landcare Program through South West 
Catchments Council.

Friends of UWA Albany 
 
The Friends of UWA Albany played 
an important role is supporting 
UWA Albany. 

The Friends of UWA Albany Verna 
Rowbotham Scholarship, worth $5,000, 
was awarded. Two Friends of UWA 
Albany prizes and two Amity Prizes were 
awarded to students in recognition 
of their positive contribution to the 
wellbeing of the student and University 
environment. 
 
Friends also financially assisted 
graduating Albany students with  
gown hire.

In 2019 membership of the Friends of 
UWA Albany was 60.

UWA Albany Student 
Guild activities

The Albany Student’s Association 
made a lot of positive changes for 
Albany students in 2019. Notably, 
partnerships were established 
with a number of local businesses 
so students could enjoy 
discounted gym memberships, 
food and coffee. 

In response to the rising levels of 
depression and anxiety in Albany, the 
Association offered free mental health 
training for student leaders to create a 
greater support network on campus. 
The Association continued to support 
students’ wellbeing with free yoga as 
well as a well-equipped common room 
(affectionately called The Dungeon!) 
to provide a comfortable, fun, and safe 
environment to study and socialise 

Oinitiative saw the start of a UWA 
Albany ‘micro-club’, the Games Club, 
creating more avenues for students 
mix and mingle with fellow students. 
The Association also hosted Guild 
visits, providing opportunities for 
Albany students to mingle with Crawley 

students. Other social events included 
a games night, Easter celebrations, an 
upcycling event, Halloween party and, 
most memorably, an end-of-semester 
celebration. 

UWA Albany medical 
student activities

In addition to clinical education, 
the RCSWA students enjoyed 
the experience of living together 
and exploring the Great Southern 
region. 

A highlight in the 2019 year was the 
annual Denmark winter camp where 
students from Narrogin RCS joined 
their Albany counterparts and medical 
coordinators for three days of learning, 
examination practice, bush walking and 
fireside conversations.

In 2019 the students of the Rural Clinical 
School Albany have visited Albany Senior 
High School on a regular basis to engage 
with Indigenous high school students 
in the ‘Follow The Dream’ program. 
These interactions have been highly 
valued to achieve improved mutual 
understanding and support. Three 
students also participated at one of 
Albany’s primary schools’ health checks 
for the Indigenous students during the 
NAIDOC week celebrations 

Student volunteering 
 
UWA strongly encourages 
students to volunteer. 
Volunteering enables students to 
engage with the University and 
the local and wider community 
while gaining valuable experience 
that assists in their personal and 
professional growth.

In 2019, students participated in Albany 
UniMentor, a scheme that provides 
first-year students with support and 
encouragement from student mentors. 
UniMentor mentors assisted first-year 
students to understand the University’s 
network of support services and facilities 
and contributed to building a culture of 
mutual support.

A number of students assisted with 
data collection for research projects, 
including collecting fish from freshwater 
and possum spotting. 

Others represented the University at 
civic events including Remembrance 
Day and ANZAC Day commemoration 
ceremonies.
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UWA Albany Public 
Lecture series

The popular UWA Albany Lecture Series 
attracted over 400 people to the eight 
lectures presented during the year. UWA 
Albany continued the series to provide 
informed speakers on a wide variety 
of topics including health, music and 
environmental issues.

Great Southern Speaker 
Series

UWA Albany partnered with the City of 
Albany, Great Southern Development 
Commission and South Coast Natural 
Resource Management to present 
two events aimed at attracting a broad 
audience. Respected and innovative 
surgeon Professor Fiona Wood 
highlighted her work in pioneering spray 
on skin in the treatment of burns victims 
to a captivated audience of over  
350 people. 

TEDx UWA Salon

The first ever TEDx event was held in 
Albany this year. Under the banner of 
TEDxUWA, 45 people heard presenters 
discuss the topic of Beyond Green: 
Growing Sustainable Communities. The 
audience enthusiastically participated in 
the question and answer session after  
the presentations.

A selection of this photographic 
exhibition is currently on display at UWA 
Albany Centre, after opening on Monday  
7 October.

Curated by Holly Langford-Smith, 
the exhibition included a selection of 
photographs from a collection held at 
the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery.

UWA Albany acknowledges the support 
of the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery 
 for their support and installation of  
the exhibition.

 

UWA Guitar Studio 
Performance

Students and alumni from the UWA 
Conservatorium of Music visited 
to provide the community with a 
delightful performance solo and 
ensemble guitar music. The audience 
enjoyed an evening of guitar mastery 
with repertoire from the Baroque 
masters to 21st century works.

The Armistice Project

An exhibition revealing the personal 
stories of University men and women 
through the turmoil and in the wake of 
the Great War was displayed at UWA 
Albany in the latter part of the year.  

Schools engagement

A Principals Forum was held with 
leaders from schools in the Great 
Southern. The purpose of the forum 
was to develop strategies that would 
positively influence the decisions that 
local young people make about their 
futures. Discussions and feedback from 
the forum highlighted opportunities 
for UWA Albany to contribute to raising 
aspirations for students in Years 9–12.

Academic Task Force provided 10 Year 12 
revision and exam preparation courses at 
UWA Albany. These workshops attracted 
96 Year 12 students from Albany, 
Denmark and Mt Barker. Students 
were very appreciative to have the 
opportunity to revise key concepts prior 
to sitting their exams.

In partnership with the Great Southern 
Science Council, Scitech and RioTinto, 
WERC participated in the two-day 
“Science Rocks” career expo for Year 9 
students in May 2019. This event reached 
over 300 students in the region and 
included a WERC keynote presentation 
about marine research and question 
and answer sessions. The Centre offered 
four further school engagement events 
throughout the year.

A parent information evening was also 
held to provide information regarding 
university entrance requirements, 
courses and student life. 
 

Media

UWA Albany featured regularly in 
Great Southern and national press. 
The University was profiled in more 
than 175 articles and interviews printed 
or broadcast by a range of local and 
state media. UWA Albany promoted its 
activities via print, radio, television and 
digital media as well as through online 
communication channels.

Examination 
administration

The Albany Centre administered 
external examinations for Charles 
Darwin University, Curtin University, 
Edith Cowan University, Herriot-Watt 
University (United Kingdom), Open 
Universities Australia, Massey University 
(New Zealand), Murdoch University, 
University of Southern Queensland and 
the University of Tasmania. A total of 
352 students from other universities sat 
examinations at UWA Albany.
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Staffing

Thirty academic staff, representing 
eight full-time-equivalents, were 
employed locally to deliver UWA 
Albany’s teaching, learning and 
research programs. Administrative and 
information technology services were 
managed by 7.4 full-time-equivalent 
staff members. 

The RCSWA in Albany was staffed by 
one full-time position, nine part-time 
academic teaching staff and one part-
time researcher.

The WERC Albany node has a team of 
three postdoctoral researchers, three 
PhD students and two professional 
staff members.

People and resources

Friends of UWA Albany 
Executive Committee

President: Sally Thomas 

Vice-President: Malcolm Traill  

Secretary: Hiedi Rowe 

Student Representative: Mark Weldon 
and Moss Kilby-Glencross 

Sue Lefroy 

Brenda McInnes 

Dot Price 

Paula Phillips, UWA, ex-officio

University and 
community

Sponsors and  
supporters

City of Albany 

Friends of UWA Albany  

Pat Fox Memorial Fund 

Great Southern Development 
Commission  

Hon Colin Holt, MLC 

Jack Family Charitable Trust  

Roy and Beatrice Little 

Clive Malcolm Memorial Scholarship 
Fund  

Jon and Dot Price 

Hon Terry Redman, MLA  

Water Corporation  

Hon Peter Watson, MLA 

Rick Wilson, MP 

Photo credits 
 

Dr Barbara Cook 

Dr Brian Cunningham  

Matt Galligan 

Krysta Guille 

Jack Markovs 

Professor Stephen Hopper  

Paula Phillips 

Dr Peter Speldewinde 

Meredith Spencer 

Professor Erika Techera 

David Tunbridge 

 

Efforts have been made to capture all available and relevant information. If a person, agency or group has 
been omitted or incorrectly cited, please advise Paula Phillips, 9842 0810, UWA Albany Centre.
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