












SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

To this date the University has followed the basic structure 
of a campus plan Initiated by Professor Leslie Wilkinson in 
1926-27 and developed by Professor Gordon Stephenson in 
1954-55. The disposition of elements such as buildings, 
pedestrian precincts, roads and car parks and major green 
spaces has conformed to Stephenson6s 1959 planning 
principles. The management and control system put in place 
by the University has protected and enhanced the highly 
acclaimed qualities of the campus buildings and grounds. 

In 1980 the Australian Heritage Commission entered the 
Gardens of The University of Western Australia in the 
Register of the National Estate and in 1986 the inaugural 
Western Australian Civic Design Award was presented to the 
Campus of The University of Western Australia for Excellence 
In Civic Design. 

When the machine is operating efficiently, economically and 
achieving top performance do not try to fix it. 

NEDLANDS CAMPUS 

- Demolish the Gymnasium building and plant for an internal 
landscaped court to accommodate new development on its 
perimeter. 

- New and existing "permanent" buildings should be made to 
achieve architectural qualities compatible with those on the 
Crawley campus. 

- Construct a grade separated link between Kingswood College 
and a site on the western corner of the intersection of 
Stirling Highway and Fairway. 

- Review the need for a grade separated link crossing Hampden 
Road between the Nedlands campus and Kingswood College after 
the Nedlands campus has been occupied and pedestrian movement 
patterns can be assessed. 

SHENTON PARK RESEARCH CAMPUS 

- Pursue the possibility of accommodating additional 
facilities on the Shenton Park campus from the Crawley campus 
to Increase development options on the Crawley campus. 

- Consider the provision of a large car parking facility on 
the Shenton Park campus connected to the Crawley campus with 
a shuttle bus service. 
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FAIRWAY BROADWAY CORRIDOR 

- Continue to acquire properties particularly in the Primary but 
also in the Secondary Study Area and do so, where 
possible, in groupings in order to achieve developments such 
as that at Edward Street and the Cooper Street car park. It 
is likely that an expanded site will be required for the 
construction of a pedestrian grade separated link serving the 
Nedlands and Crawley campuses between Broadway and Fairway on 
Stir1ng Highway. 

ARCHITECTURE 

- Continue and strengthen the established architectural 
direction of the campus buildings in the northern and 
southern campuses in order to achieve a unified single 
campus. 

- Employ architects who understand and are sympathetic to the 
qualities of the campus, who have the skills to be creative 
within the contextual constraints of the established campus 
and who are prepared to be co-ordinated and controlled by a 
system which has the benefits of long term past experience 
and present and future problems and potential well in sight. 

LANDSCAPE 

- Maintain the Permanent Green Reserve system and create 
Reserves in the southern campus depending on the planning 
options adopted. 

- Protect, where possible, important established stands and 
individual specimens of trees. In some instances this will 
require a decision between trees and development. 

- Create landscaped entrances into the western campus at the 
location of Car Park 18, Edward Street and Myers Street. 

- Protect the cross campus view from the Art Gallery across 
Great Court and Riley Oval to the River. 

- Open a portion of Prescott Court to the River and maintain 
cross campus views from Myers Street to the River. 

 

- Retain bituminous surfaces for roads and car parks and 
light grey precast concrete slabs for pedestrian surfaces. 
The size, thickness and texture of the slabs should reflect 
their location. Red brick paving can be used for patterning 
colonnades and other intimate spaces. 

- Continue the internal and information signage system but 
impose further controls on tenancy and advertising signs so 
they do not diminish the image of the campus. 
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- Make adequate provisions in building designs for elements 
such as seating and bicycle racks. 

- Concentrate adequate safety lighting in areas used at night 
such as car parks, libraries, theatres, underpasses, Guild 
facilities, and main pedestrian footways. 

 

- Establish levels for the campus internal ring road and 
plant now for the long term future. 

- Compatible with development in the south and south-east 
corner of the southern campus, identify and maintain river 
views from the southern campus green spaces. 

- Maintain the basic landscape system of planting native 
species on the perimeter of the campus with exotic species 
confined to the Inner campus. 

- Undertake a landscape study to accompany this Planning 
 Review. The study should address issues such as plant types, 
landscape furniture, including bollards or their alternatives 
and the location of art works in the landscape. 
 
AIRCONDITIONING OF BUILDINGS 
 
- Maintain the Central Chilled Water Plant system with looped 
main serving the whole campus. A second Central Plant linked 
into the loop system may be considered in the southern campus 

 Should building development intensify in this area. 

PARKING AND TRAFFIC 

- Discontinue the practice of constructing temporary car 
parking facilities on future building sites on campus and 
construct the identified permanent facilities compatible with 
the extent of future building development. 

- Increase parking facilities off, but within walking 
distance of the campus. 

- Widen Hackett Drive to retain existing on street parking 
and provide for an additional lane of traffic movement. 

- Develop major parking areas external to the campus 
connected by a frequent shuttle bus service. 

- Request the Parking Committee to investigate the 
possibility of incremental increases in parking fees to 
contribute to the additional funds required for car parking 
facilities on and off campus. 

- Gain the acknowledgment of the Cities of Subiaco, Nedlands 
and Perth and the State Planning Commission of the fact that 
the University campus is a cultural and environmental asset 
to the community and must not be allowed to take on the 
appearance of a suburban shopping centre car park. 
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- Retain space on the perimeter of the campus to permit the 
construction of a continuous internal ring road except for 
the section adjacent to Parkway. 

- Extend Parkway into the campus to serve Chemistry and 
whatever remains of Car Park 13 and cut the existing internal 
road connecting Car Park 13 and Fairway Entrance 4 so as to 
serve only the Central Plant and relocated Workshops. 

- Open Parkway to Hackett Drive via the internal ring road, 
halfway between The Avenue intersection and the boat ramps 
entrance, at least to permit a left turn only exit on to 
Hackett Drive. This connection to Hackett Drive would not be 
required if the internal ring road was completed between 
Parkway and Hackett Entrance 4. 

- Should additional parking facilities be constructed in the 
location of Car Park 1 or the Tennis Courts widen the ring 
road from the Winthrop Avenue entrance to just south of Music 
to accommodate additional traffic and move the access to 
Hackett Drive further south to avoid conflict with the queue 
at the Mounts Bay Road control lights. 
 

- Confine all vehicles to the external boundaries of the 
campus and restrict University vehicles to only essential 
penetrations into the inner campus so as to help set a 
standard for others. 

- Employ barriers in the form of bollards - removable if 
necessary for emergency or ceremonial vehicles - kerbs and 
planting to return the inner campus to the pedestrians. 

- Arrange vehicular access points to be as close to buildings 
as is compatible with the environmental qualities of the 
campus and locate service lifts in the buildings to be as 
close to service docks as will suit the internal planning of 
the building. 

- Encourage walking and carrying or trolleying of goods 
between buildings and service docks. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT  

General 

Many of the highly acclaimed qualities of the campus have 
been achieved by the adherence to, what have become known as, 
the 1959 Stephenson planning principles described under 
Planning Background. 

- Maintain the philosophy of the Stephenson planning 
principles: 
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1. Locate like departments and facilities in functional 
groups. 

2. Provide for expansion of all buildings and groups of  
buildings. 

3. Confine vehicular traffic and car parks to the   
perimeter of the campus. 

4. Maintain the Inner campus for pedestrians only. 

5.  Arrange buildings to frame a variety of landscaped spaces 
    and internal courts 
 

 Southern Campus

- Give consideration to the relocation or the diminishing of 
the Taxonomic Garden, experimental plots, glasshouses, animal 
holding and grazing in order to locate a green reserve of the 
scale of Riley Oval in the southern campus. 

- Alternatively expand the Human Movement and Recreation 
Studies Outdoor Laboratory and Incorporate into a major green 
reserve. 

- Explore the potential of the site in the south-east corner 
of the campus for a major building development to form a 
southern gateway to the southern campus to complement the 
prominence of the Hackett Memorial buildings. 

- Maintain River views from buildings and internal green 
spaces in the south-east corner of the campus. 

Workshop Accommodation 

- Retain the present decentralised system of departmental 
workshops and create regional workshops in new development 
where location, proximity of departments, compatibility of 
operation and scale of activities support such facilities. 

- Relocate the Property Services Maintenance Workshop, 
Plumbers’ Workshop (now used by Geology) and Grounds Machine 
Building (Car Park 13) to Myers Street above a car parking 
facility. 

- The options for locating the Agriculture, Botany and 
Zoology Workshop include the new Zoology building site, 
adjacent to the Taxanomic Garden electrical substation and a 
site north of Car Park 8. 

- Locate a combined Geology/Geography Workshop on the site of 
Media Services and the Child Study Centre when this site can 
be redeveloped. 
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Commercial and Sporting Facilities 

- Locate a Guild catering facility in or adjacent to 
the Biological Sciences Library extension at the south-
west corner of Prescott Court. Provide for an additional 
facility in the southern campus when this area is totally 
developed. 

- Provide a second staff facility in the southern campus 
or a relocated major staff facility closer to the 
centre of the whole campus. 

- Locate additional commercial outlets at the Guild 
building in the centre of the campus adjacent to the 
service access at the rear of Shenton House. 

- Maintain James Oval and Riley Oval for organised 
sporting activities. Should future demands for building 
expansion be so great as to require the use of Riley 
Oval, building development should only be considered if 
the green space and activities on Riley Oval can be 
relocated in the southern campus. 

- Create a space in the southern campus with the identity 
of James Oval and the size of Riley Oval for informal 
if not organised sporting activities. 

 Expansion 

- Avoid planning by simply infilling green spaces.  
The finite location of new buildings and building 
extensions and the redevelopment of groups of buildings 
should be undertaken in a manner which strengthens the 
civic design qualities of the campus. 

- Continue the use of the Shenton Park campus to 
supplement and where possible relocate facilities on the 
Crawley campus to free that campus for expansion. 

- Pursue the expansion of the campus beyond Fairway 
to Broadway at least between Stirling Highway and Myers 
Street and take no action that would jeopardise the 
expansion of the campus into the area between Parkway 
and Fairway between Myers Street and Princess Road. 
 
Services 

- Adopt the Service Corridor System illustrated.  Some 
corridors may not be used in the short term but if kept 
open will provide long term flexibility. 

- As opportunities permit re-lay existing services 
outside the system to be contained in the corridors. 
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