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University Policy on: Courses – Award certification - Schedule 1 (Naming Conventions)
	AQF Level
	Course type 
	Examples of Degree Nomenclature
	Abbreviation of Award titles

	Level 5
	Undergraduate Diplomas (Graduate entry diplomas)
	Diploma in XXX
	(Diploma in XXX), where XXX represents the degree area namely: Arts, Biomedical Sciences, Commerce, Design and Science

	Level 6
	Advanced Diplomas
	Advanced Diploma in XXX
	(Advanced Diploma in XXX), where XXX represents the disciplinary field

	Level 6
	Associate Degrees 
	Associate of XXX
	(Associate of XXX), where XXX represents the disciplinary field

	Level 7
	Three years comprehensive undergraduate bachelor’s degree course
	e.g. Bachelor of Arts
	(BA) (degree-specific major, second major(s), minor undertaken)

	
	
	e.g. Bachelor of Biomedical Science
	(BBioMedSc) (degree-specific major, second major(s), minor undertaken)

	Level 7
	Three years specialised undergraduate bachelor’s degree courses 
	e.g. Bachelor of Agribusiness
	BAgBus

	
	
	e.g. Bachelor of Psychology
	BPsych

	Level 8
	Bachelor’s degree course with integrated honours
	Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours)
	BPhil (Hons)] (the classification of honours awarded)

	
	Bachelor’s honours degree course
	Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
	BA (Fist Class Hons)

	
	Graduate Certificate  - Generic degree course
	Graduate Certificate in XXX
	GradCertXXXX, where XXXX represents the agreed abbreviation for the broad disciplinary field (e.g. Sc for Science)

	
	Graduate Certificate  - Named degree course


	
	GradCertXXXX, where XXXX represents the agreed abbreviation for the narrow disciplinary field (e.g. BusComm for Business Communication)

	
	Graduate Diploma  - Generic degree course
	Graduate Diploma in XXX
	GradDipXXXX, where XXXX represents the agreed abbreviation for the broad disciplinary field (e.g. Ec for Economics)

	
	Graduate Diploma  - Named degree course
	
	GradDipXXXX, where XXXX represents the agreed abbreviation for the narrow disciplinary field (e.g. Mktg for marketing)

	Level 9 (coursework)
	*Master’s – Generic degree course (by coursework only or by coursework and dissertation)
	Master of XXX
	MXXXX (YYY), where XXXX represents the agreed abbreviation for the broad disciplinary field (e.g. Ec for Economics) and YYY corresponds to the specialisation

	
	*Master’s – Named degree course  (by coursework only or by coursework and dissertation)
	
	MXXXX, where XXXX represents the agreed abbreviation for the narrow disciplinary field (e.g. BI for Business Innovation) or MXXX (YYY), where XXX represents the agreed abbreviation for the narrow disciplinary field (eg BI for Business Innovation) and YYY corresponds to the specific disciplinary focus of the narrow disciplinary field.

	
	*Master’s – generic / named with distinction
	
	MXXX (Dist) / MXXX (YYY) (Dist)

	Level 9 (research)
	*Master’s – by research
	Master of Philosophy
	MPhil

	Level 9 (extended)
	Master’s (extended) – Professional Practice Master’s
	Juris Doctor, Doctor of Medicine, Doctor of Dental Medicine, Doctor of Podiatric Medicine, Doctor of Optometry
	D XXXX, where XXXX refers to the narrow or broad disciplinary field (e.g. Psych for Psychology)

	Level 10
	Doctorate
	Clinical Doctorate
	

	
	
	Professional Doctorate
	

	
	
	Research Doctorate
	

	
	
	Doctor of Philosophy
	PhD


*Note: The following standard nomenclature describes the modes of study for master’s degrees:

(i) master’s by research (for master’s degrees for which the research component of the course represents 100 per cent of the course requirements)

(ii) master’s by thesis and coursework (for research degrees for which the thesis component of the course is equal to or greater than 66.6 per cent but less than 100 per cent of the course requirements)

(iii) master’s by coursework and dissertation (for degrees for which the dissertation component of the course comprises less than 66.6 per cent of the course requirements)

(iv) master’s by coursework (for degrees for which the coursework component of the course comprises 100 per cent of the course requirements)
