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1 Purpose
This policy covers the admission and selection of applicants to UWA College approved courses. It includes information on admission and selection requirements for courses and deferrals.
This policy comprises principles governing these admissions processes in the following parts:
· Part 1: General principles

· Part 2: Admission applications

· Part 3: Admission requirements

· Part 4: Approvals and delegations
2 Scope

The scope of this Policy applies to the admission and selection of international students to UWA College courses. 
3 Part 1: General Principles
UWA College is committed to fair, transparent, and consistent admission processes.
Admission to the courses offered by UWA College is administered by the UWA College Admissions office. 
Admission to courses of the UWA College is subject to:

(a) the applicant satisfying the requirements that they can complete the course; 

(b) any quota restrictions in force; 

(c) the availability of academic staff in the relevant area; and
(d) the availability of resources and appropriate facilities.
Where a package of courses is requested, UWA College may make a conditional offer for the later course subject to meeting specific progression requirements.
Applicants under 18 years of age must have their applications authorised by a parent or guardian.  Under 18 international students are subject to additional requirements in accordance with the ESOS Act 2000 and the National Code 2018. 
Admission to UWA College is determined based on approved admission requirement(s), which must:

(e) identify applicants with academic suitability and the greatest potential to succeed in a course;
(f) encourage broad access to the UWA College courses; and
(g) be consistent with the Equal Opportunity Act 1984 (WA), Commonwealth legislation, the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF), the Higher Education Standard Framework, Foundation Program Standards and the University Equal Opportunity Policy Statement, and any other relevant policies, regulations and legislation which may be in force from time to time.

UWA College is committed to diversity and inclusion and ensuring that students of all potential backgrounds can be admitted. 

The University determines admission requirements for all courses offered by UWA College. 

Admission criteria, including the minimum standards for admission and any process used for ranking and selecting applicants, must be approved by the relevant board(s). These must be published, transparent, and able to be easily understood.

UWA College publishes entry requirements in advance of each application period.

Admission requirements and associated processes must not contain any unnecessary barriers for applicants seeking admission to UWA College.

UWA College in consultation with the University is committed to a regular review of entry requirements.
The University and UWA College are committed to monitoring cohorts of students admitted under certain admission pathways to ensure the pathways are appropriate and the relevant student cohort is supported.

4 Part 2: Admission Applications 
Applicants to UWA College are required to meet minimum academic requirements as approved by the relevant board. These are detailed in Part 3 of this policy.
All applicants to UWA College must meet a minimum level of English language competence requirement to be eligible for admission.
The minimum level of English language competence requirement is determined by UWA College in consultation with the University.   English Language competence requirements are detailed in Schedule C to this policy.
UWA College may stipulate additional requirements for English language competence for certain courses in the rules of the relevant course.

UWA College reserves the right to request that an applicant undertake an English test in addition to any other evidence of English Language Competence provided. 

If subsequent evidence demonstrates the applicant’s English language ability is insufficient, UWA College also reserves the right to make (prior to enrolment) any offer conditional upon the applicant satisfying UWA College English language competence requirements.

Application for admission to UWA College can be submitted via an appointed agent (or Educational Counsellor) on the Partner Portal or by the student themselves using the online application form at INTOStudy.com. 
All applicants to courses of UWA College are required to disclose all of their prior academic study as a part of their application.
An application for admission to UWA College will be denied in situations where the applicant has engaged in proven dishonest, deceitful, and/or fraudulent behaviour. 

An application for admission to UWA College may be denied in situations where the applicant has been previously excluded from a course at UWA College on more than one occasion.
An application for admission to UWA College may be denied at the discretion of UWA College Admissions Office in situations where:

(h) the applicant has previously been suspended or excluded from a course at another institution;

(i) there is evidence that the applicant has made minimal or no academic progress in another enrolled course of tertiary study over three academic years; 

(j) there is evidence that an applicant would be unable to meet the requirements for the course for which they have applied within the specified time limit;

(k) there is evidence that the applicant does not have a genuine intent to study at UWA College;

(l) UWA College considers that the applicant poses a risk to members of UWA College and/or the wider community; 

(m) there is evidence that the applicant is not able to fulfill the inherent requirements of the course, where applicable; 
(n) there is evidence that the applicant is not fit to study as per the University Policy on Mental Health; or

(o) it is discovered that the applicant has undisclosed study which would prohibit them from admission to a course at UWA College.
Applicants offered a place in a course at UWA College may commence their studies in the offered intake period or apply for a deferral normally once only and generally for a period of up to 12 months.

Deferral provides applicants with a guaranteed right to commence their originally offered course at a later date approved by the UWA College, regardless of changes to admission requirements, subject to the conditions outlined in this policy. However, applicants who defer a course are subject to the other rules and conditions that apply at the time the course commences, including fees and charges.

A deferral may lapse if a deferred applicant undertakes any tertiary study during the deferral period. Failure to disclose any study undertaken during the deferral period also causes the deferral to lapse. Deferral may lapse if UWA College ceases to offer the course.

An applicant who defers their place must commence studies at an approved intake for the course.
Applying for credit towards UWA College Programs

Applicants for UWA College award programs may be granted credit for previous learning, and based on the equivalent undergraduate unit(s).  UWA College does not offer credit toward non-award courses or award courses with a volume of learning of less than 48 points.

Credit granted must not exceed 50 per cent of the volume of learning of the course.
Application for credit towards UWA College Diplomas are assessed by the UWA College Academic Director. 
5 Part 3: Admission requirements
All applicants must satisfy both academic, including program and / or unit prerequisites, and English Language Competence requirements.  

Academic requirements
Academic qualifications required for admissions are included in Schedules A and B:
.
Schedule A:  Foundation Academic Entry Requirements
Schedule B:  Diploma Academic Entry Requirements

Admission to a Diploma course is subject to achieving a minimum level of academic achievement, normally expressed as an ATAR. A WAM may also be used as a measure of academic achievement for admission as per Schedule D.
Applicants with qualification documents in a language other than English must provide their original qualification plus an English translation from (1) an official and accredited translator, or (2) a professional of authority at the issuing institution.
English Language requirements
All applicants are required to have English Language proficiency of the minimum standard as detailed in Schedule C.
Where an applicant does not meet the English Language competence requirements the offer may be packaged with a UWA Centre for English Language Teaching course.
English tests must meet any validity provided with the test and have been taken within 24 months of the course commencement date for entry into UWA College courses.
Additional requirements
International students seeking to enrol with UWA College must meet, and continue to meet all the conditions of their student visa and the requirements of the ESOS Act and the National Code.
Minimum Age Requirements
To enrol in a UWA College Foundation Program, a student must be 17 years of age on course commencement.
To enrol in a UWA College Diploma Program, a student must be 17 years of age on course commencement.
Appeal of a decision
If an application for admissions is rejected, the student may apply for a review of the decision within 10 University working days.  A review of the decision is undertaken by the Admissions Manager.  The student shall be notified in writing of the decision of the review within 10 University working days of lodgement for the review.  If not satisfied with the decision the student can submit a complaint.  Please refer to the University Policy on Student Complaint Resolution.
6 Part 4: Approvals and delegations
The UWA College Admissions Office is the proposer of all relevant admission requirements prior to submission to the relevant University Committee for approval.

Any variation to UWA College’s English Language Competence requirements must be approved by the Academic Board, unless the requirement aligns with the University’s minimum threshold.

Any matter relating to ATAR is approved by the Academic Quality and Standards Committee under the delegated authority of the Academic Board.

Any proposal seeking to establish a new entry standard for admission is approved by the Academic Board via the Academic Quality and Standards Committee.
Routine changes to individual course requirements for which a precedent exists are approved by the University Curriculum Committee under the curriculum change cycle.

7 Definitions 
	UWA College Admissions office
	is responsible for the administration of admissions and implementation of this policy. This includes the assessment of applications, issuing of offers, and processing of acceptances 



	Admission credit
	refers to any advanced standing or exemptions for conversion units granted at the point of admission



	Agent
	is an individual or entity authorised to act on behalf of an applicant regarding matters relating to admission. The agent must be recognised as valid by both the applicant and UWA College.



	Applicant 
	is a person who has applied to a course at UWA College, either directly or via an approved agent or body



	ATAR
	means Australian Tertiary Admission Rank. The ATAR is a number between 99.95 and zero that reports an applicant’s rank position relative to all other applicants. 



	Deferral
	is the taking of an authorised 'gap' between being offered a place at the College/University and commencing studies in the offered course



	Inherent requirements
	are abilities that students must possess to successfully complete professionally accredited courses



	International students
	are applicants who are not citizens or permanent residents of Australia, or citizens of New Zealand, or holders of an Australian humanitarian visa


	Relevant board
	means a position or a body of people with authority to carry out the function concerned



	Tertiary study
	is study at Australian Qualifications Framework Diploma Level 5 or above, undertaken as part of a recognised award course/is any formal study as accredited under the Australian Qualifications Framework undertaken at the level of Diploma or above



	University
	refers to The University of Western Australia



	WAM 
	means weighted average mark
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