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Freedom of Expression

Panel
Terms of Reference 

Background
The Freedom of Expression Panel supports the UWA Code for the Protection of Freedom of Speech and Academic Freedom that should be read first.

This Terms of Reference also sets out relevant process for the Freedom of Expression Panel.
The Process for Venue booking is provided here —https://www.web.uwa.edu.au/engage/events/venues 
Freedom of Expression Panel – Terms of Reference
Role
The Freedom of Expression Panel is an advisory body that provides advice to the Vice-Chancellor on whether the University’s facilities should be made available for use by a visiting speaker.

The Freedom of Expression Panel is convened when —
· The Vice-Chancellor seeks advice on events or speakers where issues of Freedom of Expression may exist or related complaints have been referred to the Vice-Chancellor for a decision; or

· When a submission has been made by 15 or more members of the University staff and/or students objecting to the use of University facilities by a visiting speaker.

Panel Membership
The Freedom of Expression Panel comprises —
· nominee of the Vice-Chancellor as Chair; 

· the Chair of Academic Board or nominee; 

· the Guild President or nominee; 

· two members of senior academic and senior professional staff appointed by the Vice-Chancellor for the provision of relevant expertise and inclusivity; and

· a member from the Vice-Chancellery as Executive Officer
Freedom of Expression Panel Process
The Freedom of Expression Panel Process is set out in Diagram 1.

A petition expressing objection to the use of a University venue by a visiting speaker must be made in accordance with the cover sheet.

Diagram 1: Freedom of Expression Panel Process
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