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How to Calculate Your Faculty Grade Point Average (FGPA) 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 
The instructions contained within this document are not to be used for your ACER application for 
graduate medicine.  Instead you must follow the ACER instructions.  You can find those 
instructions on the GAMSAT website at www.gamsat.acer.edu.au.   
 
The purpose of the UWA instructions is to provide information on our recalculation process.  You 
do not need to complete this form because the Faculty will undertake all recalculations for 
applicants.  The aim of this document is simply to explain the recalculation process implemented 
by UWA so that (if you wish), you can determine what your GPA will be, for your application to 
medicine at UWA. 
 
 
What is a GPA? 
A GPA calculation allows you to convert each of your percentage marks/grades to a GPA grade.  
An average can then be taken which will give you your overall Faculty GPA.  The use of the GPA 
ensures that all applicants’ marks are comparable.   
 
The process is based upon the system developed by ACER for the Graduate Medical School 
selection process (GAMSA) and the Faculty gratefully acknowledges ACER’s permission to base 
our GPA upon the GAMSA model 

 
Before You Start 

 
What study is included in the GPA calculation? 
Before you start your calculation you will need to identify which of your study to use in the GPA 
calculation.  If you have completed three or less years of full time or equivalent Bachelors level 
study, you will need to base your GPA calculation on all years of study.   
 
If you have completed more than three years of study you will need to use only the most recent 
three years of full time or equivalent study.  If you have undertaken multiple bachelor level study or 
have undertaken a Graduate Diploma or Masters by coursework, you would need to include this 
study in your GPA calculation provided it falls within the last three years of full time (or equivalent) 
study.   Applicants with a completed Masters by Research or PhD will not use this study in the 
GPA calculation but will instead add a small bonus to their overall GPA (a bonus of 0.1 for Masters 
by Research and a bonus of 0.2 for a PhD).   
 
FAQ: What constitutes three years of full time study? 
Full-time study is determined by point values; you need to have completed the equivalent points of 
three full academic years.  At UWA this usually means 144 points, at Curtin it’s usually 600points, 
at Murdoch it’s usually 72 pts, at ECU it’s usually 360 points; etc.  If you have completed more than 
these requirements you need only include the most recent study that amounts to the stipulated 
quantities. 
 
What do I need for the calculation? 
Use your academic transcript for columns 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Use our conversion table for columns 5 
and 6, then simply calculate column 7. 
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Completing the FGPA Form 
 

Top Section  
As well as entering your own name, enter the name of the degree(s) you have undertaken as well 
as the university at which the particular course(s) is being (was) taken. List the date the degree is 
expected or was received. 
 
 

Column 1: Calendar Year 
The year you were (are) enrolled in this topic.  Put information in chronological order starting with 
the oldest information.  I.e. if you commenced your degree in 2007, start with your 2007 units 
before listing your 2008 and 2009 units.  You do not need to write the year on every line only at the 
beginning of each year of study. 
 
 

Column 2: Subject Name and Number 
You must list all subjects (including failures, repeat subjects and supplementary examinations but 
excluding subjects for which you withdrew without academic penalty). Subjects for which you 
withdrew with academic penalty must be included in the GPA calculation and normally attract a 
GPA of 0.  Enter subject name and number of each topic taken in the same order as they appear in 
that year on the transcript. 
 
 

Column 3: Actual Mark or Grade 
Enter the actual mark or grade received in each subject exactly as reported on the transcript (e.g. 
B or 76). When both letter grades and percentage grades are given, list the percentage 
grade. 
 
Pass / Fail or Non-graded Pass 
Subjects attempted under a Pass/Fail option that allow no more than two grades (including 
satisfactory/non-satisfactory) are usually treated slightly differently. Ungraded Passes will not be 
included in the Faculty GPA calculations; however ungraded fails will be used in the calculation 
and be allocated a Faculty GPA of zero (0).   
 
If the total number of subjects allocated an ungraded pass constitute more than a third of the 
overall subjects (by point value) you will be unable to calculate an accurate Faculty GPA and will 
need to contact the Faculty for further information.   
 
E.g. if you are studying at Curtin and have completed 3 years of study (600points) but more than a 
third of the points are ungraded pass subjects (i.e. more than 200 points) you would need to 
contact the faculty for advice. 
 
 

Column 4: Unit Value of Subject (U) 
The unit value (e.g. 3 points, 6 points, 15 points, 25 points etc) of each subject must be entered in 
the Undergraduate Academic Record Form.   
 
Unit values for some degrees from a few universities are not available and credit (or clock) hours 
must be used. In this instance include an official record of credit hours with your academic 
transcript, and use the total number of hours for each subject as its unit value.  If you are unable to 
determine credit hours and provide a unit value, you should weigh all units equally. 
 
FAQ: I studied a year at one university and then studied a year at a different university.  
They both use different point systems- what should I do? 
You need to convert one of the university’s point systems to the other’s so that you won’t 
disproportionately weight one set of units.  For example, if you undertook a semester at UWA and 
a semester at Curtin, you would need to convert either the UWA points to Curtin points or the 
Curtin points to UWA points.  Since one full time year at Curtin equals 200 points and one full time 
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year at UWA equals 48points; you need to make the 200 points equal to the 48 points.  You can do 
this by either multiplying each UWA subject’s points by (200/48) or by multiplying each Curtin 
subject’s points by (48/200).  Only convert one set of points.  Leave the other university’s points as 
they appear on the transcript.  
 

Column 5: Scale Used 
As mentioned at the start of this document, each mark or grade is converted to a GPA grade.  This 
is achieved by using the Conversion Table (figure two over page).  If you have a percentage mark 
you will always use Column A to convert your marks; therefore simply write “A” in column 5.   
 
If you only have a grade you will need to consult the Conversion Table Code (figure 1 on the 
following page) in order to determine which column to use. Simply write the letter that Corresponds 
to your university.  
 
Please note that if you have both percentage marks and grades you will need to use column 
A to convert your grades.   
 

 
Column 6: Faculty GPA Grade (G) 

The actual mark or grade is then converted to a numerical value (0-7) indicated by the Faculty 
GPA grade in the Grading System Conversion Table (fig 2 below). You will need to search under 
the column whose letter you entered in column 3 of the FGPA form).  Using the Table and 
appropriate scale, convert your percentage score, numerical, letter or honours year grade, to the 
corresponding numerical Faculty GPA grade, G.   
 
Examples 1 & 2: a mark of 76 would receive a GPA of 6.5 for that subject (as would a mark of 75, 
77, 78 or 79).  A mark of 64 would receive a GPA of 5.0 (as would a mark of 60, 61, 62 and 63).  
For both these examples you would have used Column A. 
 
Examples 3 & 4: If you studied at UWA (or Edith Cowan, Murdoch, Monash, RMIT, Tasmania, 
VUT, ANU, Ballarat or Deakin) and received a grade of Credit (but no percentage mark), you would 
receive a GPA of 5.25 for that subject.  Likewise, a grade of Distinction from these institutions 
would result in a GPA of 6.25 for that subject.  In both of these examples, you would have used 
column E. 
 
Honours year grade awards are converted using the honours table that precedes the 
Conversion Table. I.e. H1 would receive a GPA of 7.0; 2A would receive a GPA of 6.0, etc. 
 

 
Column 7: Faculty GPA Points (P) 

Calculate the number of Faculty GPA points, P, for each subject by multiplying the unit value of the 
topic (U), listed in column 4, by the converted Faculty GPA grade (G), listed in column 6.  
Therefore P= G x U; or Column 7= Column 4 x Column 6. 
 

 
Bottom Section (Current GPA) 

You then need to calculate your current GPA at the bottom of the page.  You do this by first 
calculating the sum of column 4 (U) then the sum of column 7 (P).  Write these sums at the bottom 
of the page next to “∑P” and “∑U ”.  Then simply divide ∑P by ∑U  (i.e. GPA total equals 

∑P/÷∑U ) where ∑U  is the total for unit points and ∑P is the total for FGPA points.  ** Do not 
include unit weightings for units for which you have not yet received marks for, or for units for 
which you received a pass mark in a pass/fail unit. 
 

_______________ 
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Further FAQs 
 

Q1. Why does UWA recalculate the GPA? 
We recalculate for a number of reasons; however the overriding reason is to simplify the 
calculation.  Applicants don’t always complete degrees in a straightforward manner. They may 
undertake extra units, mix part-time and full-time study, take higher level units before completing all 
lower level units etc.  Because we don’t weight the GPA, it is not necessary for students to have to 
divide their study into three equal portions.  This therefore alleviates some problems with trying to 
determine which study belongs in which column. 
 
Another reason for our recalculation is because we want applicants to have the opportunity to 
increase their GPA through further study.  Therefore in addition to bachelor and honours level 
study, we also include Graduate Diploma and Masters by Coursework study in the GPA 
calculation. 
 
Finally, again because we want to provide applicants with as many opportunities as possible to 
increase a GPA, we allow applicants to submit semester 1, 2009 directly to us so that we can 
update the GPA in time for interview selection (provided results are received prior to 17 July 2009)- 
see Q5 below). 
 
 
Q2. Do I calculate my GPA based on the ACER or the UWA model of calculation? 
Your application is made via ACER and as such you must calculate your GPA in the manner they 
prescribe (even if you only apply to UWA).  UWA will then recalculate the GPAs of all applicants 
invited for interview. 
 
 
Q3. Do I need to submit a GPA calculation to UWA? 
No.  You only need to submit a calculation to ACER.  All further (re)calculations will be undertaken 
by the Faculty. 
 
 
Q4. Does UWA include the current year’s study in the GPA? 
Yes.  All 2009 study (whether undertaken at bachelor, honours, graduate diploma or masters by 
coursework level) is included in the GPA calculation. While at the time of ACER application, 
students will only be able to calculate a GPA based on study completed to the end of 2008, UWA 
will ultimately recalculate interviewees’ GPAs to incorporate all 2009 results. 
 
 
Q5. Can Semester One, 2009 results be included in the GPA calculation prior to interview 
selection? 
Because the ACER application normally closes prior to semester one results becoming available, 
applicants are not able to include semester one, 2009 results in their GPA calculation.  However, 
UWA offers applicants the opportunity to send semester one results directly to the Faculty so that 
we can recalculate your GPA (Incorporating semester one results) prior to interview selection.  In 
order for your GPA to be calculated prior to interview offers, applicants must submit their results 
directly to the Faculty (not ACER) by 17 July 2009.  Applicants can email 
(medinfo@meddent.uwa.edu.au), fax ((08) 9346 2369), hand deliver or post (Admissions, Faculty 
of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences (M501), 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley WA 6009). 
 
 
Q6. Do I need to submit semester two studies?  
Yes.  Because UWA ultimately considers all 2009 study in the GPA calculation, applicants who are 
undertaking any university study in 2009 (whether at undergraduate or postgraduate level) must 
submit 2009 results by 7 January 2010.  The Faculty will then recalculate all GPAs.  Applicants 
studying at a private university (such as Notre Dame or Bond), a New Zealand university or any 
other International university, will also need to submit a transcript to the Tertiary Institutions Service 
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Centre (TISC) by their deadline (usually early January).  Please see www.tisc.edu.au for details on 
TISC requirements. 
 
Q7. When does UWA make the recalculation? 
UWA will recalculate the GPAs of all applicants who submit 2009 semester one results prior to July 
17 (see Q5) prior to interview selection.  Likewise UWA will recalculate the GPAs of all applicants 
who have undertaken postgraduate or additional bachelor level study, in their most recent three full 
time equivalent years of study, prior to interview selection.  The GPAs of all other applicants are 
normally only recalculated after interview selection.  Because 2009 semester two results are also 
included in the GPA (see Q6) all applicants studying in semester two, 2009 will have their GPA 
recalculated (this is in addition to any recalculation that may be made prior to interview offers).  
Recalculations to include semester two 2009 results will be made December 2009 – January 2010. 
 
 
Q8. If I have completed an extra unit of study (above the minimum total points for 3 full time 
years), can I exclude an earlier unit of study? 
Yes, you exclude a unit from your oldest semester of study.  I.e. if you are at UWA and have 
completed 150pts (6 points more than the 144pts required for three full academic years) you would 
exclude 6 points from your earliest semester.  In a standard three year degree, this would result in 
you excluding a unit from semester 1 of your first year.  You can exclude any 6point unit in that 
semester, so it is in your best interest to exclude your lowest mark for the semester.  However, you 
would not be able to exclude a unit from semester two of your first year. 
 
 
Q9. Does UWA apply weighting to the GPA calculation? 
No, each year is weighted equally. 
 
 
Q10. Is any scaling provided for “harder” degrees? 
No. All study regardless of level (e.g. year 1, 2, 3, honours, masters etc) or field (e.g. science, arts, 
physiotherapy etc) is treated equally. 
 
 
Q11. My GPA isn’t as high as it should be because of misadventure during my course, can 
extenuating circumstances be taken into consideration? 
Unfortunately not. The Faculty is unable to take any special or extenuating circumstances into 
consideration; therefore no adjustments to an applicant’s GPA can be made. 
 
 
Q11. My GPA is below 5.5 but I plan for it to be 5.5 by the end of the application year. Am I 
still eligible to apply?  
No, applicants must meet the minimum entry requirement at time of interview selection.  This 
normally means that you must have a GPA of at least 5.5 at the time of application, however, the 
Faculty will also allow applicants the opportunity to have their semester one 2009 results 
considered in the GPA calculation.  In order to have semester one 2009 results considered, 
applicants must provide the Faculty with those results by 17 July 2009 (see question 5).  In that 
situation, applicants will have until 17 July 2009 to show the Faculty that they have achieved the 
minimum GPA requirement. 
 
 
Q12. My GPA is below 5.5, what can I do? 
If your GPA is below 5.5 you will be ineligible to apply for UWA graduate entry medicine.  You may 
wish to consider applying to a medical school with a lower GPA cut-off. If you still wish to apply to 
UWA you will need to undertake further study (in an attempt to raise your GPA) and apply again 
next year.  We use the last three full time (or equivalent) years of study, therefore any additional 
study you undertake at bachelor, honours, graduate diploma or masters by coursework level will 
allow you to override the equivalent number of points from your earliest study. 
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Fig 1.            CONVERSION TABLE CODE – For Column 5 
 

If your transcript contains grades only (no corresponding marks), refer to the column corresponding 
to your university. (If your transcript contains marks you should use Column A): 
 

B 
ACU,  Adelaide,  Bond,  Canberra,  Central Queensland,  Charles Sturt, Flinders,  
Griffith, James Cook,  Macquarie,  Newcastle , New England,  NSW,  Notre Dame, 
Queensland*, QUT,  Southern Cross,  Southern Queensland, Sunshine Coast, 
Swinburne,  Sydney,  UTS,  Western Sydney,  Wollongong.  

C South Australia 

D Charles Darwin 

E ANU,  Ballarat,  Deakin,  Edith Cowan,  Monash,  Murdoch,  RMIT, 
Tasmania, Victoria, UWA. 

F Melbourne 

G Curtin 

H New Zealand Universities 

 
*N.B. From 2006, grades of 3 awarded by UQ will be considered a ‘fail’ grade (previously a ‘conceded pass’).  Therefore 
grades of 3 obtained at UQ prior to 2006 will have a Faculty GPA grade of 3.  Grades of 3 obtained from 2006 onwards 
will have a Faculty GPA grade of 0. 

 
 
 
 
Fig 2.             CONVERSION TABLE – For Column 6 
 
 
Honours Year Table: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please see following page for full conversion table. 

Honours 
degree  

Award 
First 
2A 
2B 

Third 

Faculty GPA Grade 
7.0 
6.0 
5.0 
4.0 
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UNDERGRADUATE GRADING SYSTEM CONVERSION TABLE 

A 
GPA 

Grade B C D E F G H 
100% 7               

99 7               
98 7               
97 7               
96 7               
95 7               
94 7 HD, 7 HD HD         
93 7 7 7 7         
92 7               
91 7               
90 7       HD, ≥7 H1 8,9,10 A+, A, A- 
89 7       7 7 7 7 
88 7               
87 7               
86 7               
85 7               
84 7               
83 7               
82 7               
81 7               
80 7 D, 6 D D         
79 6.5 6.75 6.75 6.75         
78 6.5               
77 6.5         H2A   B+ 
76 6.5         6.5   6.5 
75 6.5       D,DI,DN,6,B   7   
74 6       6.25   6.25   
73 6               
72 6         H2B   B 
71 6         6   6 
70 6 CR, 5 CR C         
69 5.5 5.75 5.75 5.5         
68 5.5               
67 5.5         H3   B- 
66 5.5         5.5   5.5 
65 5.5       CR,5,C   6   
64 5       5.25   5.25   
63 5               
62 5             C+ 
61 5             5 
60 5 

  
Pass Div 

I           
59 4.5   4.75           
58 4.5               
57 4.5 P, 4       P   C 
56 4.5 4.5       4.5   4.5 
55 4.5     P P, PA,4   5   
54 4     4.25 4.25   4.25   
53 4               
52 4 

  
Pass Div 

II         C- 
51 4   4         4 
50 4               
49 3               
48 3  PC, 3   PC CP, 3, PC,   PC/PX D 
47 3 UP, CQ,   3  C*, NI   3 3 
46 3 3     3       
45 3               

F,N,<3 F,N F F,2,I,N,N2 F,N F E <44 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 
 
 



 

*** Do not include point values for subjects you have not yet received results for (i.e. don’t 
include semester 2, 2009 point values in∑U )***** 
 

FGPA Calculation Form   (FOR YOUR RECORDS ONLY)    (Formula:  FGPA= ∑P  ÷∑U ) 
 

 

                           
 

Surname                           First name                       Initial 

Degree, Uni & year of completion: 
 
 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Calendar 

Year 
Subject Name & Code Actual 

Mark/ 
Grade 

Unit 
Value 

(U) 

Scale 
Used 

FGPA 
Grade 

(G) 

FGPA 
Points 

(P) 
P=UxG 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
  

 
 ∑ =U        ∑ =P     

 

 

  FGPA= ∑P  ÷ ∑U                  My current FGPA is:  _ . _ _ _      (e.g. 6.410) 


